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How To Keep A Bird File 1 

by Ralph S. Palmer 

The basic idea in filing data is to be systematic in stating all facts in a 
concise and usable fashion where they can be located easily. A file of data on 
birds is not only of scientific value, but also serves to stimulate and develop 
an interest in better and more accurate observation on the part of the com¬ 
piler. 

On returning from a field trip do not postpone writing records until a 
later date. You may then be uncertain as to numbers seen, places visited and, 
more likely, you will forget entirely to list some of the commoner birds seen. 
It is erroneous to think that a person’s “standing” in the ornithological world 
depends on the number of rarities he or she can list. Chasing rarities for the 
sake of a daily or seasonal list can be a form of sport, but does not add greatly 
to the value of one's records. 

The common or abundant species of birds are the more important in what 
might be termed the scheme of Nature. The Robin, for example, is many 
thousand times as plentiful as the Turkey Vulture in Maine. It follows that 
new information on an abundant species is likely to be of more biological 
value than one more record of a Turkey Vulture. Habitat preferences, food 
habits, breeding data (laying dates, sizes of clutches, incubation and fledging 
periods, etc.), and population fluctuations are among matters which should 
be recorded in one's files. Is the Red-breasted Nuthatch more numerous every 
other year? Why? A good file of observations, kept over a period of years, 
might answer the first question—and perhaps give a clue to the answer to 
the second one—if the first is true. 

In keeping records, notes on habits, etc., should go along with notes on 
numbers and dates seen. Anything which you think is of significance should 
be stated clearly. 

The actual operation of a file is as follows: 

1. Get a file box and supply of standard 3x5 inch unlined (plain) cards. 
Cut the ends off some of these so that they measure 3x3% inches. Write the 
name of each bird occurring (or likely to occur) in your area across one end of 
these shortened cards. These then serve as guide cards for your 3x5 file. It 
is a good idea to file these in the order used in the latest edition of Peterson’s 
Field Guide, which follows the American Ornithologists’ Union Check-List 
order. 

2. Have a section in the front of your file with a guide card labelled 
“Field Trips.” File brief itineraries and notes on each field trip, such as num¬ 
ber of species seen, or comments on weather, chronologically under this 
heading. 

3. Carry a notebook when in the field at all times. Best is a pocket-size 
notebook with a complete list of local birds in the front. 


1 Reprinted by permission of the author and The Maine Audubon Society. 
Originally published in: Bull . Maine Audubon Soc., 3 (4) : 39-41 Oct., 1947. 
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4. On returning from a field trip: 

A. Make out an itinerary card, listing where you went, length of 
time afield, weather, habitats studied, number of species seen, and 
any pertinent remarks. File this under “Field Trips.” 

B. Enter your data for each kind of bird seen on a 3x5 card for the 
“Species File.” Use the same card for successive trips until the card 
is full. Always start a new card for each year. File chronologically 
under the proper species guide card. 

C. Frequently an idea will come to you which seems worth investi¬ 
gating, sooner or later. Note this on a card, with date, and file it 
under the species concerned. It will serve as a memorandum when 
later you are working on your data on this bird. 

D. Remember that there are numerous cases where it is just as im¬ 
portant to record the absence of a bird as it is to record its presence. 
In this connection, one finds much less data on fall departures than 
on spring arrivals. 

A card to be filed under “Field Trips” might look like this: 


1947: May 18. Brunswick to Merrymeeting Bay via auto and return 

alone. 

Time afield there, 3 Vz hours. Cold wind; overcast sky. 42 
species seen. 

See especially data filed under Canada Goose, Blue-winged 
Teal, and Bald Eagle. 


A card in the species file might look like this: 


Canada Goose 

1947: March 5. Flock of five going easterly over Brunswick, 3:30 P.M., 
standard time. 

March 8. Several flocks going easterly, perhaps a total of 200 
birds. 

March 20. Flocks for past several days, going to Merrymeeting 
Bay, then returning to salt water. Ice in Merrymeeting Bay still 
solid. 

[Etc.] 
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With such a system one can check on when and where one went on field 
trips, or on what date a given bird was seen, and do it quickly. Since you are 
filing what you do know, you are the more conscious of the gaps in your 
knowledge, with the result that you try to fill these in. The file is thus a 
teacher. In the last three years the writer has looked over about 80,000 entries 
in such a file, accumulated by others as well as himself, and therefore realizes 
the value of urging others to adopt a system that really works. 

New York State Museum 
Albany 1, 

New York 


Making Bird Study Interesting 
To Young People 1 

by Goodman K. Larson 

In my minds eye I can recall many memorable hours spent afield. They 
will always live with me. They include the thrill of watching a flock of 30 
whistling swans circling and settling on the glossy water of a western Min¬ 
nesota Lake, the sight of my first water ouzel bobbing in and out of a cold 
Colorado trout stream. Other highlights include watching a trumpeter swan 
and her four cygnets swimming along the shore of tranquil Grebe Lake in 
Yellowstone Park. 

Nature’s enchantments also include the rythmic dance of the prairie 
chickens and the graceful antics of sandhill cranes as they dance their bal¬ 
let on a Platte River sandbar. Less spectacular but just as thrilling can 
be my observation of a pair of yellow warblers as they build a nest in the 
crotch of a pussy willow just outside my bedroom window. Each day brings 
some new item of interest; the nest building, the egg laying, the hatching, 
and then the sudden departure of the young. 

What bothers me is this! Why am I entitled to this ecstacy while people 
about me are deprived of this happiness. Yet it is as free as air and as 
common as sand in the sandhills. We all experience rebuffs from our neigh¬ 
bors and jests from our friends for our hobby of bird study. What a let¬ 
down to see the first Myrtle warbler of the season and find no one close at 
hand to share our joy. Or to spy a Townsend’s solitaire in a high spruce and 
have your neighbor exclaim, “Oh”, to the news! 

To me my love of birds and of nature in general is like a religion. I’m 
devoted to it and yet I would like to share my pleasures with others. How 
can this be done? With all of us as ardent disciples we could, no doubt, con¬ 
vert some of our friends and convince them to watch birds instead of play¬ 
ing golf and striving to make “birdies”. However, from my experience the 
old adage, “You can’t teach an old dog new tricks!” is true of ornithology 
as well. 


x Paper given at the 53rd Annual Meeting, Nebraska Ornithologists’ 
Union, Valentine, Nebraska, May 21, 1954. 
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To convert more people to be followers of Audubon I am convinced we 
must work with the younger generation. That’s why I am here today to 
speak on “Making Bird Study Interesting to Young People”. 

Before I present my theories on how bird study my be taught to young 
people, I must in all fairness admit that I am not qualified as an educator. 
My conclusions are derived from watching the facial expression of cub scouts, 
4th graders, brownies, or 4-H club members as they have patiently listened 
to me telling about the wonders of nature, of birds, of animals, and of fish. 
I am a biologist with the Fish and Wildlife Service, a hunter, a father, a 
nature counselor for boy scouts, but not a teacher. 

From my limited experience I have come to the conclusion that bird 
study is only one facet of nature study and should be so considered. The 
inquisitive freckle-nose (if I may plagerize one of Mr. Paul Gilbert’s pet 
terms) is not only interested in the loggerhead shrike but also in the grass¬ 
hopper or meadow mouse that the shrike is feeding on, and the osage-orange 
hedge where it is perching. On a bird hike, the lulls can be used to advan¬ 
tage by identifying some of the near-by trees, animal tracks, and flowers. 
By and large there exists no group of people better qualified to teach nature 
to our youth than the members of an ornithological organization. Certainly 
bird study can be emphasized but the existence of other facets of nature 
should not be disregarded. 

I am frankly very glad to have this opportunity to speak to this group 
today. It is timely since 1954 has been proclaimed as “Conservation Good 
Turn Year” for the Boy Scouts. Each pack, troop, and post in Nebraska 
and in the United States has been encouraged to emphasize conservation 
every way possible and to select a conservation project to complete this year. 

How could members of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union assist 
in the “Conservation Good Turn Program”? During World War II there 
was no strategical commodity any scarcer than exists today in willing and 
qualified workers in nature study, bird study, and other conservation sub¬ 
jects. Scout leaders throughout the state are badly in need of help. A 10- 
minute talk on birds during a scout meeting, a bird hike with the troop 
during a weekend camp, a suggestion on what library books to use, or as¬ 
sistance in building and erecting bird houses; all would be appreciated. 
There are hundreds of boy scouts in the state who are eager to earn this 
conservation patch but they must complete some conservation project. Would 
you help them? Although conservation is being stressed this year by the 
boy scouts; the girl scouts, 4-H clubs, schools and other organizations can 
use these same types of help. Let’s not be drafted, let’s volunteer this help. 

Without exception I have found young people to have an actual crav¬ 
ing for conservation, nature study, and all of the related sciences, if it can 
be presented in a form where the facts can be assimilated by their age group. 
Children are naturally inquisitive and anxious to learn all they can about 
a great variety of subjects. Unfortunately, most parents, teachers, and club 
leaders are not qualified to arouse interests or answer questions on birds. 
But, we are! 

At this time I would like to offer certain suggestions for making bird 
study interesting to young people. 
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I would list “enthusiasum” as a number one requirement in holding 
the attention of children during a talk on birds. The speaker must himself 
be interested in the subject if he wants to hold their interest. 

Next in importance I would place preparation and planning of your 
talk. Generalities will not suffice. Kids want facts—startling facts—explained 
in language that they can understand and with loads of examples and in¬ 
teresting experiences tossed in. For example; it is better to talk about five 
birds and be sure the boys and girls actually know all about those birds 
(where they live, what they eat, their migration, and their changing ap¬ 
pearance throughout the year, how they get along with man and other 
animals and birds) than to generalize about 30 birds during your talk. 

Any of the many reference books on birds in city and our personal 
libraries have information and even statistical facts that can be presented 
in a way that even 2nd graders can understand. For instance, it would 
mean little if we told a group of youngsters that a sparrow hawk’s diet con¬ 
sisted of 64% insects, 20% rodents, 8% frogs and snakes. But if we tell 
them for every pound of small birds, they ate a like amount of frogs and 
snakes, 3 times as many mice, rats, and gophers, and 8 times as many insects, 
they would understand. 

Repetition is good. A story told twice might get an important point 
across. 

Thirdly—use objects to catch and hold their interest. For lack of any¬ 
thing better I often bring a study skin of a red-tailed hawk and a shrew 
into the classroom. The hawk I call Redy the Red-Tail and the shrew I 
call Tiny the Shrew. I build my talk around these two objects no matter if 
my subject is “How Hawks Benefit the Farmer” or “Conservation of our 
Natural Resources”. 

The last point I want to present is the importance of creating an in¬ 
terest in birds and then suggesting to the teacher or leader how they may 
follow through on a program of bird study or nature study. Suggestions 
include: 

1. Available movies 

2. Good books for children 

3. Keeping sight records on birds 

4. Projects (feeding stations—bird houses) 

5. How to secure other speakers 

6. Audubon Clubs 

7. Bird call records 
310 West 16th Street 
Grand Island 
Nebraska 


News And Notes 

Noble Rollin, Director of the World Bird Research Station, Glanton, 
Northumberland, England, is looking for observers to help with the work 
of his organization. For 1955 they have scheduled studies of Dawn and 
Dusk Chorus, April 10 and October 16. All-day Watches, May 22 and 
November 20. These should be good projects for the various bird clubs in 
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Nebraska. If you are interested, write directly to Mr. Rollin who will send 
you the complete details. 

The Flicker, official publication of the Minnesota Ornithologists' Union, 
has undergone a complete revision. If you are interested in joining the 
M. 0. U. and receiving this excellent magazine, send a check for $2.00 to 
Robert W. Hanlon, Membership Chairman, Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union, 
Mankato Public Schools, Mankato, Minnesota. 


Twenty-Five Year Summary Of 
Bird Migration In Nebraska 

Part 9 — Owls To Woodpeckers 


by William F. Rapp, Jr. 
BARN OWL 


Tyto alba pratincola 


Brule (3) 

Apr. 22, 1949 

May 26, 1948 

Fairbury (6) 

Jan. 15, 1946 

May 12, 1936 

Hastings (1) 

May 12, 1947 


Lincoln (2) 

Jan. 16, 1944 

Apr. 27, 1935 

North Platte (1) 

Mar. 21, 1937 


North Platte-Stapleton (2) 

Feb. 16, 1936 

Feb. 23, 1935 

Stapleton (3) 

Apr. 7, 1946 

SCREECH OWL 

Otus asio spp. 

May 29, 1949 

Blue Springs (1) 

June 15, 1949 


Brule (1) 

Apr. 29, 1949 


Chadron (1) 

Jan. 10, 1947 


Fairbury (7) 

Jan. 1, 1942 

Mar. 16, 1944 

Hastings (7) 

Jan. 4, 1945 

May 9, 1949 

Lincoln (2) 

Feb. 12, 1943 

Mar. 1, 1944 

North Platte (2) 

Apr. 5, 1941 

June 18, 1948 

North Platte-Stapleton (1) 

Jan. 1, 1944 


Omaha (6) 

Jan. 2, 1945 

May 10, 1944 

Red Cloud (2) 

Jan. 1, 1941 

Jan. 4, 1942 

Stapleton (5) 

Jan. 3, 1946 

Jan. 29, 1948 

GREAT HORNED OWL 

Bubo virginianus spp. 


Bladen (4) 

Jan. 1, 1946 

Jan. 14, 1946 

Blue Springs (1) 

Mar. 15, 1949 


Brady 

Feb. 2, 1948 

Mar. 28, 1949 

Brule (3) 

Jan. 1, 1947 


Chadron (2) 

Feb. 10, 1948 

Mar. 15, 1949 

Fairbury (8) 

Jan. 1, 1943 

Mar. 14, 1935 

Hastings (10) 

Jan. 1, 1947 

May 14, 1949 

Lincoln (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 
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Omaha (6) 


Jan. 1, 1945 

Feb. 21, 1943 

North Platte (7) 


Jan. 1, 1939 

Apr. 12, 1949 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(3) 

Jan. 1, 1935 

Jan. 12, 1944 

Red Cloud (3) 


Jan. 6, 1935 

Mar. 29, 1936 

Stapleton (9) 


Jan. 1, 1938 

Feb. 24, 1940 



SNOWY OWL 

Nyctea scandiaca 


Bladen (1) 


Feb. 20, 1946 


Fairbury (1) 


Feb. 13, 1943 


North Platte-Stapleton (1) 

Apr. 7, 1936 


WESTERN BURROWING OWL 



Speotyto cunicularia hypugaea 


Antelope Co. (1) 


Apr. 26, 1949 


Bladen (1) 


May 14, 1949 


Brule (3) 


Apr. 8, 1947 

May 1, 1948 

Chadron (1) 


Jan. 10, 1947 


Fairbury (11) 


Mar. 8, 1942 

June 20, 1943 

Hastings (15) 


Mar. 28, 1947 

May 14, 1949 

Lincoln (3) 


Mar. 30, 1940 

Apr. 22, 1939 

North Platte (7) 


Apr. 2, 1938 

May 18, 1947 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(2) 

Apr. 7, 1935 

Apr. 14, 1944 

Red Cloud (4) 


Jan. 1, 1941 

May 15, 1938 

Stapleton (12) 


Apr. 8, 1939 

May 27, 1947 


NORTHERN BARRED OWL 




Strix v. varia 


Omaha (4) 


May 15, 1947 

May 30, 1948 



GREAT GRAY OWL 




Strix n. nebulosa 


Omaha (1) 


Apr. 4, 1948 




LONG-EARED OWL 

Asio otus wil8onianu8 


Antelope Co. (1) 


Apr. 27, 1949 


Brule (2) 


Jan. 1, 1948 


Fairbury (2) 


Jan. 6, 1946 

Feb. 6, 1948 

Hastings (2) 


Mar. 18, 1945 

Apr. 30, 1943 

Lincoln (1) 


Jan. 8, 1944 


North Platte-Stapleton (1) 

Jan. 5, 1944 


Stapleton (3) 


Jan. 5, 1947 

Apr. 25, 1943 


SHORT-EARED OWL 




Asio /. flammeus 


Bladen (3) 


Jan. 3, 1948 

Jan. 30, 1947 

Brule (3) 


Feb. 16, 1949 

Apr. 18, 1948 

Fairbury (1) 


Jan. 1, 1948 


Hastings (5) 


Jan. 7, 1945 

May 14, 1944 

Lincoln (2) 


Jan. 6, 1934 

Mar. 11, 1933 

Omaha (2) 


Jan. 1, 1944 

Jan. 9, 1945 

North Platte (3) 


Jan. 4, 1944 

Mar. 17, 1938 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(2) 

Jan. 1, 1935 

Feb. 15, 1944 

Stapleton (6) 


Jan. 15, 1949 

Mar. 19, 1943 
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SAW-WHET OWL 
Cryptoglaux a. acadica 


Bladen (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 



EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL 



Caprimulgus vociferus 


Omaha (3) 

May 13, 1945 

May 22, 1943 


NUTTALL’S POOR-WILL 



Pkalaenoptilus nuttalli 


Brule (1) 

Apr. 27, 1948 


North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 6, 1935 



NIGHTHAWK 



Chordeiles minor spp. 


Antelope Co. (1) 

June 1, 1949 


Bladen (3) 

May 16, 1949 

June 8, 1946 

Blue Springs (2) 

June 1, 1949 

June 4, 1947 

Brule (3) 

May 14, 1947 

May 17, 1948 

Chadron (1) 

May 5, 1949 


Crete (1) 

Mar. 23, 1949 


Fairbury (21) 

May 5, 1941 

June 3, 1948 

Hastings (24) 

May 9, 1936 

May 29, 1940 

Lincoln (15) 

May 2, 1927 

May 28, 1931 

North Platte (6) 

May 16, 1941 

June 4, 1947 

North Platte-Stapleton (3) May 17, 1936 

May 25, 1935 

Omaha (19) 

May 4, 1943 

May 30, 1947 

Red Cloud (15) 

Apr. 16, 1941 

May 24, 1930 

Stapleton (12) 

May 9, 1937 

June 4, 1948 

Superior (2) 

May 15, 1925 

May 29, 1929 


CHIMNEY SWIFT 



Chaetura pelagica 


Antelope Co. (1) 

May 16, 1949 


Aurora (1) 

Apr. 29, 1949 


Bladen (1) 

June 17, 1949 


Blue Springs (1) 

Apr. 24, 1949 


Fairbury (21) 

Apr. 1, 1947 

May 19, 1925 

Hastings (25) 

Apr. 21, 1945 

May 8, 1926 

Lincoln (21) 

Apr. 15, 1943 

May 16, 1931 

Omaha (21) 

Apr. 20, 1941 

May 15, 1949 

Red Cloud (6) 

Apr. 22, 1941 

May 19, 1926 

Superior (2) 

Apr. 23, 1928 

Apr. 27, 1927 


RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD 



Archilochus colubris 


Blue Springs (2) 

May 10, 1949 

May 29, 1947 

Fairbury (16) 

Apr. 6, 1948 

June 6, 1946 

Hastings (7) 

May 10, 1934 

May 28, 1938 

Lincoln (10) 

May 11, 1937 

May 29, 1930 

North Platte (2) 

June 8, 1947 

June 21, 1938 

North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 27, 1936 


Omaha (17) 

Apr. 9, 1943 

June 3, 1934 

Red C^oud (5) 

May 4, 1938 

May 20, 1935 

Superior (1) 

May 22, 1925 
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EASTERN BELTED KINGFISHER 
Megaceryle alcyon 


Antelope Co. (1) 


May 15, 1949 


Aurora (1) 


May 6, 1949 


Blue Springs (2) 


Apr. 4, 1949 

Apr. 8, 1947 

Brady (2) 


Mar. 4, 1948 

Mar. 5, 1949 

Brule (3) 


Jan. 1, 1947 

Jan. 4, 1948 

Chadron (1) 


Apr. 20, 1949 


Fairbury (21) 


Jan. 1, 1943 

May 20, 1947 

Hastings (24) 


Jan. 1, 1929 

May 22, 1937 

Lincoln (11) 


Mar. 15, 1925 

May 16, 1931 

North Platte (7) 


Jan. 3, 1937 

Mar. 27, 1949 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(3) 

Jan. 1, 1936 

Mar. 16, 1944 

Omaha (19) 


Feb. 27, 1944 

May 25, 1941 

Red Cloud (15) 


Jan. 1, 1935 

Apr. 24, 1941 

Stapleton (12) 


Mar. 22, 1948 

Apr. 30, 1939 

Superior (3) 


Apr. 7, 1927 

Apr. 16, 1929 

YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 




Colaptes auratus spp. 


Antelope Co. (1) 


Jan. 1, 1949 


Aurora (1) 


Apr. 2, 1949 


Bladen (3) 


Jan. 1, 1949 

Mar. 12, 1946 

Blue Springs (1) 


Mar. 20, 1949 


Brady (1) 


Jan. 1, 1949 


Brule (3) 


Mar. 23, 1949 

Apr. 2, 1947 

Crete (1) 


Jan. 16, 1949 


Fairbury (19) 


Jan. 1, 1935 

May 30, 1949 

Hastings (21) 


Jan. 1, 1931 

Apr. 9, 1941 

Lincoln (14) 


Jan. 1, 1947 

May 6, 1928 

North Platte (6) 


Jan. 2, 1939 

Feb. 23, 1948 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(3) 

Jan. 1, 1944 

Jan. 28, 1935 

Omaha (18) 


Jan. 1 1936 

May 19, 1934 

Red Cloud (15) 


Jan. 1, 1937 

Mar. 28, 1940 

Stapleton (12) 


Jan. 2, 1949 

Apr. 1, 1941 

Superior (2) 


Jan. 1, 1929 

Mar. 27, 1932 


RED-SHAFTED FLICKER 



Colaptes cafer collaris 


Bladen (2) 


Jan. 1, 1949 

Mar. 27, 1948 

Blue Springs (1) 


Mar. 30, 1949 


Brady (2) 


Jan. 1, 1948 

Jan. 28, 1949 

Brule (3) 


Jan. 1, 1947 


Chadron (3) 


Feb. 16, 1949 

Apr. 20, 1947 

Fairbury (18) 


Jan. 1, 1948 

Apr. 27, 1943 

Hastings (23) 


Jan. 1, 1931 

Apr. 4, 1934 

Lincoln (9) 


Jan. 13, 1925 

Apr. 7, 1933 

North Platte (7) 


Jan. 1, 1941 

Mar. 22, 1949 

North Platte-Stapleton (3) 

Jan. 1, 1936 

Apr. 30, 1935 
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Omaha (5) 

Jan. 27, 1941 

Apr. 4, 1949 

Red Cloud (9) 

Jan. 1, 1927 

Apr. 7, 1930 

Stapleton (9) 

Jan. 1, 1939 

Apr. 4, 1941 

Superior (4) 

Jan. 1, 1928 

Apr. 16, 1926 


WESTERN RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER 



Centurus carolinus zebra 




Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 




Brady (1) 

Mar. 28, 1949 




Crete (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 




Fairbury (19) 

Jan. 1, 1933 

May 

14, 

1929 

Hastings (14) 

Jan. 25, 1947 

May 

22, 

1948 

Lincoln (13) 

Jan. 1, 1925 

May 

25, 

1935 

Omaha (13) 

Jan. 1, 1930 

May 

10, 

1933 

Red Cloud (1) 

Apr. 20, 1935 




Superior (1) 

Feb. 12, 1930 





RED-HEADED WOODPECKER 
Melanerper erythrocephalus spp. 




Antelope Co. (1) 

May 7, 1949 




Aurora (1) 

May 3, 1949 




Bladen (4) 

Apr. 30, 1946 

May 

9, 

1947 

Blue Springs (2) 

Apr. 29, 1949 

May 

11, 

1947 

Brule (3) 

Apr. 26, 1948 

May 

12, 

1949 

Chadron (1) 

May 10, 1949 




Crete (1) 

May 5, 1949 




Fairbury (21) 

Apr. 7, 1942 

May 

19, 

1925 

Hastings (24) 

Mar. 29, 1941 

May 

9, 

1935 

Lincoln (19) 

Feb. 6, 1943 

May 

18, 

1947 

North Platte (7) 

Mar. 14, 1949 

May 

14, 

1937 

North Platte-Stapleton (3) May 4, 1944 

May 

13, 

1935 

Omaha (21) 

Jan. 1, 1929 

May 

7, 

1933 

Red Cloud (17) 

Apr. 4, 1935 

May 

16, 

1942 

Stapleton (12) 

Apr. 27, 1946 

May 

16, 1947 

Superior (3) 

Apr. 20, 1927 

May 

9, 

1925 


LEWIS' WOODPECKER 





Asyndesmus lewis 




Hastings (1) 

May 30, 1943 




North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 1, 1944 




Stapleton (1) 

June 5, 1940 





YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER 





Sphyrapicus varius 




Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 




Fairbury (2) 

Apr. 7, 1938 

May 

1, 

1949 

Hastings (8) 

Mar. 4, 1940 

Apr. 

29, 

1944 

Lincoln (6) 

Jan. 3, 1925 

Apr. 

22, 

1943 

North Platte (2) 

Mar. 29, 1937 

Apr. 

8, 

1938 

Omaha (6) 

Apr. 11, 1948 

May 

23, 

1937 

Red Cloud (1) 

May 18, 1938 
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NATALIE’S SAPSUCKER 
Sphyrapicus thyroideus nataliae 
Hastings (1) Mar. 24, 1939 


Omaha (1) 

Feb. 

18, 1945 




HAIRY WOODPECKER 




Dendrocopos villosus spp. 



Aurora (1) 

Jan. 

3, 1949 



Bladen (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 

Feb. 

3, 1948 

Brady (1) 

Feb. 

2, 1948 



Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 



Brule (3) 

Jan. 

1, 1947 



Chadron (3) 

Jan. 

12, 1949 

Apr. 

1, 1947 

Crete (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 



Fairbury (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1943 

Apr. 

8, 1941 

Hastings (7) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Mar. 

25, 1945 

Lincoln (3) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Jan. 

3, 1943 

North Platte (4) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Mar. 

20, 1948 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(1) Jan. 

1, 1944 



Omaha (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Feb. 

23, 1949 

Red Cloud (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Jan. 

18, 1942 

Stapleton (5) 

Jan. 

1, 1946 

Jan. 

9, 1947 


DOWNY WOODPECKER 




Dendrocopos pubescens spp. 



Aurora (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 



Bladen (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 



Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 



Brady (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1948 



Brule (3) 

Jan. 

1, 1947 



Chadron (3) 

Jan. 

14, 1949 

Apr. 

13, 1947 

Crete (1) 

Jan. 

16, 1949 



Fairbury (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Jan. 

3, 1945 

Hastings (7) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Mar. 

26, 1946 

Lincoln (4) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 

Jan. 

2, 1943 

North Platte (4) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Jan. 

4, 1948 

North Platte-Stapleton 

(1) Jan. 

1, 1944 



Omaha (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Feb. 

1, 1941 

Red Cloud (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Jan. 

18, 1942 

Stapleton (5) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Jan. 

17, 1945 


Notes On Robin Nesting In Cass County 

by Lorene D. Heineman 

April 28, 1944. Female robin tried to start nest on top of wren house on 
trellis, seven feet from ground and four feet from dining room 
window. Used muslin strips torn from old pillow slips and put 
in feeder below. Windy, materials kept blowing away. Observer 
tacked cheese carton covers on either side of wren house as siding. 
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Robin nest in Heineman yard. 


Agitated wren came in robin’s absence, pulled down some of the 
nest material into the house. 

April 30. Rained. This helped robin. By night she had a high nest, deeply 
cupped inside. Brought mud and smoothed it with body and feet. 
Chased off wren fiercely. Male robin fed nearby and inspected 
nest but did no work. Drove off strange male. 

May 1. Female lined nest with soft grasses then rested on rock wall in 
sun, preening her soiled feathers. Two hours later she was still 
there, feathers clean and orderly. Male robin in yard near trellis 
all afternoon. 

May 2. Rain. Female worked on nest, but not with such feverish haste as 
formerly. Chased female cardinal and male towhee from feeder. 

Male is a very dark robin. Female has pure white chin and a 
white feather at curve of her left wing. 

May 3 and 4. A little leisurely work on nest. Male brought one spear of 
grass to nest, the only offering observer ever, saw him bring. Both 
birds ate from feeder. 

May 5. Frost laset night. Snow on ground. At 10:30 a.m. male mounted 
female twice. She came to nest and huddled down. At noon there 
was one egg. Both birds stayed close to nest. 

May 6. Two eggs. Male now eating at upstairs feeder above trellis, a good 
vantage point from which to guard the nest. 

May 7. Three eggs. 

May 8. Four eggs. 

Observer out of town: no observations. 
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May 11. Female on nest. Male on trellis sang while preening. He sang 
also in the bath. Female left nest only briefly and male kept 
guard. 

May 12-15. Same behavior. Male came to trellis with an insect in his beak 


May 19. 

and held it over the eggs. He occasionally turned the eggs. Both 
robins scolded humans intruding too close. 

First egg hatched at 9 a.m. Later in day a second egg hatched. 
Both parents fed young but at long intervals and very small 
insects. 

May 20. 

Third egg hatched. Storm at 8:30 a.m. Female spread her wings 
as an umbrella over nest, her head into storm, water streaming 
off every feather. 

May 21. 

Fourth egg hatched. Nestlings’ eyes do not appear to open. Nest¬ 
lings fed at 15- to 20-minute intervals. Parents cleaned nest by 
swallowing droppings. Male sang on trellis. Young hovered to¬ 
gether between feeding. Both parents brought food, making a 
small sound in the throat each time. 

May 22. 

Robins chased other birds away vigorously. Wren tried to reclaim 
house with no luck. 

May 24. 

Hot. Female covered young like a parasol through hottest part 
of day, ruffled up feathers of head and back to insulate against 
the heat. 

May 28. 

Young robins crowd the nest. Getting feathers but looking very 
prickly. Heads black, breasts showing orange. Female seen flying 
away with a dropping for the first time. She sat in an elm and 
preened while observer climbed up and touched young. 


May 29. Female screamed at observer when offered a worm. Young stretch¬ 
ing and preening, flapping their wings. 

May 31. Evening. First fledgling left nest. 

June 1 and 2. Second, third and fourth fledgling left the nest. 


June 4. 

All four young robins in elm were fed by parents. Young still short¬ 
tailed but active and flying well. 

June 5. 

In morning female came to feeder and carried off muslin strips. 
By noon she had carried about one-third of a pillow-slip, in strips, 
to an oak across the street. The observer could see the strips 
waving in the air about 50 feet up. Male stilled herded and fed 
first family. Female disregarded them all day but helped feed 
them in the evening. 

June 6. 

Male followed female to new nest site, but briefly, for he was tak¬ 
ing good care of the first family. Fed them often from the suet 
feeder. 

June 8. 

Female at feeder with male, her breast mud streaked. 


June 10. Male brought the young to the feeder and fed them on the spot. 
Well feathered now, tails longer. 

June 11. Male has moved his singing territory west to an oak in west yard. 

Female on her new nest in oak across the street. 

June 13. Male ate lesiurely at feed. No young begging. A second male sang 
north of the house; song more melodious than that of Male 1. 

June 17-23. Male preening and singing under new nest. 

June 24. Male flew to nest with food. Second brood probably hatching. 
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July 7. Did not see young leave second nest. Female swinging on clothes 
line in the yard. Two males about, one of them, Male 1. Males 
chased each other. 

July 11. Female building again. In young oak north of house about 15 feet 
from ground. Very energetic, taking staggering loads of muslin 
strips from the feeder. Male singing from ash in northwest corner 
of yard. Was not Male 1. Male 2 came to nest and shaped it a 
little, then sat in the middle and sang a little song. Chased catbird. 

July 12. Both robins cemented nest with mud and grasses. He brought her 
a load of mud, she accepted it from his beak and worked it in. 
There was one robin in the yard being fed by female only. (Last 
saw her feeding it on July 14.) 

July 16-23. Female on nest. Male sang from ash and spelled female at nest, 
turning eggs. When female was on nest she sometimes sang a few 
low measures which were answered by the male. 

Observer out of town. 

July 30-August 6. Parents fed young in nest 3. There were three young. 

August 7. In morning female scolding and male making the curious mew¬ 
ing whistles robins sometimes do. Did not feed young from 8 a.m. 
to 10 a.m., although male sat in the tree with a mouthful of worms 
and young had mouths open in hunger. Finally both parents fed 
young but were nervous and jumpy. Source of disturbance not 
known. 

August 10. Nestlings large. Preening and stretching fills nest. Made such 
a cheeping sound that they could be heard in south yard. 

August 11. One fledgling left in the nest. 

August 13. Empty nest. 

August 14. Female feeding one young in yard. Male 2 and other young not 
seen. End of record. 

Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 


Fall Field Day 1954 

Compiled by Janet L. C. Rapp and William F. Rapp, Jr. 

The fourth annual field day of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union was 
held on the first weekend of October (2 and 3). 

The following table is a four year summary of the fall field day: 


Year 

Number of 

Number of 


Groups 

Species 

1951 

11 

102 

1952 

5 

102 

1953 

5 

107 

1954 

9 

126 


The following groups participated: 

Antelope County: Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Ann Seabury 
Blue Springs: Clarence Huntley, Mrs. F. J. Patton 
Crete: W. F. Rapp, Jr. 
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Grand Island: Verneil E. Griffin, Mrs. George Houser 

Hastings: Brooking Bird Club 

Lancaster County: Audubon Naturalists’ Club 

Lincoln County: Tout Bird Club 

Plattsmouth: Lorene Heineman, Mary Keeley 

Scottsbluff: Nature Lover’s Club 

GREBES 

EARED GREBE, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (2). WESTERN GREBE, 
Scottsbluff (2). PIED-BILLED GREBE, Antelope Co., (11), Grand Island, 
Lincoln Co., (7), Scottsbluff (4). 

PELICANS 

WHITE PELICAN, Lancaster Co., (14), Scottsbluff (1). 

HERONS AND BITTERNS 

GREAT BLUE HERON, Antelope Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (3), Scottsbluff (1). 
AMERICAN BITTERN, Antelope Co., (1), Plattsmouth (1). 

GEESE AND DUCKS 

LESSER SNOW GOOSE, Lancaster Co., (6). BLUE GOOSE, Lancaster 
Co., (5), Plattsmouth (67). MALLARD, Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., 
(10), Scottsbluff (5). PINTAIL, Antelope Co., (20), Hastings (12), Lan¬ 
caster Co., (20). GREEN-WINGED TEAL, Antelope Co., (25). BLUE¬ 
WINGED TEAL, Antelope Co., (5), Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lancaster 
Co., (60), Lincoln Co., (64). SHOVELLER, Lancaster Co., (10). REDHEAD, 
Scottsbluff (2). 

BIRDS OF PREY 

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK, Lancaster Co., (1). COOPER’S HAWK, An¬ 
telope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (1). RED-TAILED HAWK, Crete (4), Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (2). KRIDER’S 
HAWK, Crete (1). SWAINSON’S HAWK, Antelope Co., (1), Lancaster 
Co., (20), Lincoln Co., (7). MARSH HAWK, Antelope Co., (3), Blue Springs, 
Crete (1), Hastings (1), Scottsbluff (4). OSPREY, Plattsmouth (2). DUCK 
HAWK, Crete (1). PIGEON HAWK, Scottsbluff (2). SPARROW HAWK, 
Antelope Co., (5), Crete (7), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (1), Plattsmouth 

(1) , Scottsbluff (6). 

QUAILS AND PHEASANTS 

BOB-WHITE, Antelope Co., (15). PHEASANT, Antelope Co., (3), Hastings 

(2) , Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (9), Scottshluff (14). 

SHOREBIRDS 

SORA, Antelope Co., (1). COOT, Antelope Co., (2), Scottsbluff (1). KILL- 
DEER, Antelope Co., (27), Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (12), 
Lincoln Co., (30), Scottsbluff (15). BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, Lancas¬ 
ter Co., (3). SPOTTED SANDPIPER, Hastings (6), Lincoln Co., (1). SOL¬ 
ITARY SANDPIPER, Scottsbluff (1). GREATER YELLOW-LEGS, Lan¬ 
caster Co., (2), Scottsbluff (3). LESSER YELLOW-LEGS, Grand Island, 
Lancaster Co., (30). BAIRD’S SANDPIPER, Grand Island. LEAST SAND¬ 
PIPER, Lancaster Co., (2). DOWITCHER, Grand Island. SEMIPALMATED 
SANDPIPER, Lancaster Co., (6), Scottsbluff (12). RING-BILLED GULL, 
Lincoln Co., (65), Scottsbluff (3). FRANKLIN’S GULL, Antelope Co., (11), 
Lancaster Co., (27), Lincoln Co., (1000+), Scottsbluff (30). 
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DOVES 

MOURNING DOVE, Antelope Co., (66), Blue Springs, Crete (18), Grand 
Island, Hastings (4), Lancaster Co., (86), Lincoln Co., (5), Plattsmouth 

(10) , Scottsbluff (13). 

CUCKOOS AND OWLS 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, Lancaster Co., (2). HORNED OWL, An¬ 
telope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (1). 

GOATSUCKERS, SWIFTS, AND HUMMINGBIRDS 
NIGHTHAWK, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (8), Scottsbluff (2). CHIMNEY 
SWIFT, Blue Springs, Crete (6), Grand Island, Hastings (8), Lancaster 
Co., (41), Plattsmouth (25+). RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD, Blue 
Springs. 

KINGFISHERS 

BELTED KINGFISHER, Antelope Co., (3), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., 
(3), Lincoln Co., (3), Plattsmouth (3), Scottsbluff (1). 

WOODPECKERS 

YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER, Antelope Co., (28), Blue Springs, Crete 

(2) , Grand Island, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (32), Lincoln Co., (4), 
Plattsmouth (15), Scottsbluff (4). RED-SHAFTED FLICKER, Grand Island, 
Hastings (1), Lincoln Co., (6), Scottsbluff (18). RED-BELLIED WOOD¬ 
PECKER, Blue Springs, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth 

(3) . RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, Antelope Co., (7), Hastings (1), 
Plattsmouth (1). YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, Lancaster Co., (1). 
HAIRY WOODPECKER, Antelope Co., (2), Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., 
(1), Plattsmouth (1). DOWNY WOODPECKER, Antelope Co., (3), Grand 
Island, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (3), Lincoln Co., (3), Plattsmouth (2), 
Scottsbluff (7). 

FLYCATCHERS, LARKS, AND SWALLOWS 
WESTERN KINGBIRD, Lincoln Co., (2). PHOEBE, Antelope Co., (1), 
Crete (2). LEAST FLYCATCHER, Plattsmouth (1), Scottsbluff (1). WOOD 
PEWEE, Crete (2). HORNED LARK, Blue Springs, Lancaster Co., (10), 
Scottsbluff (1). BANK SWALLOW, Lancaster Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). 
BARN SWALLOW, Antelope Co., (13), Blue Springs, Crete (2), Grand Is¬ 
land, Lancaster Co., (10), Scottsbluff (4). CLIFF SWALLOW, Scottsbluff 

( 11 ) . 

JAYS, MAGPIES, AND CROWS 

BLUE JAY, Antelope Co., (20), Blue Springs, Crete (2), Grand Island, 
Hastings (3), Lancaster Co., (54), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth (12), 
Scottsbluff (6). MAGPIE, Lincoln Co., (2), Scottsbluff (50). CROW, An¬ 
telope Co., (39), Blue Springs, Crete (9), Grand Island, Hastings (4), Lan¬ 
caster Co., (36), Plattsmouth (8), Scottsbluff (1). 

TITMICE, NUTHATCHES, AND CREEPERS 
BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE, Antelope Co., (45), Blue Springs, Crete 
(3), Grand Island, Hastings (12), Lancaster Co., (32), Lincoln Co., (12), 
Plattsmouth (9), Scottsbluff (29). TUFTED TITMOUSE, Blue Springs, 
Lancaster Co., (1), Plattsmouth (4). WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH, 
Antelope Co., (1), Lancaster Co., (3), Scottsbluff (1). RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (6), Scottsbluff (1). BROWN 
CREEPER, Grand Island, Scottsbluff (1). 
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WRENS, MOCKINGBIRDS, AND THRASHERS 
HOUSE WREN, Antelope Co., Blue Springs, Grand Island, Lincoln Co., 
(1), Scottsbluff (1). CAROLINA WREN, Blue Springs. PRAIRIE MARSH 
WREN, Lincoln Co., (2). ROCK WREN, Scottsbluff (1). CATBIRD, Blue 
Springs, Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (3), Lincoln Co., (4), Scottsbluff (1). 
BROWN THRASHER, Antelope Co., (1), Hastings (1), Lancaster Co., (6), 
Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). 

THRUSHES AND KINGLETS 

ROBIN, Antelope Co., (47), Blue Springs, Crete (8), Grand Island, Hastings 
(15), Lancaster Co., (210), Lincoln Co., (30), Plattsmouth (20), Scottsbluff 
(300). WOOD THRUSH, Lancaster Co., (1). OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH, 
Hastings (1), Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (1). BLUEBIRD, Antelope Co., 
(9), Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (2), Lincoln Co., (1), Plattsmouth (6). 
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, Scottsbluff (6). TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE, 
Lincoln Co., (3), Scottsbluff (26). GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET, Lan¬ 
caster Co., (1). RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, Grand Island, Hastings (1), 
Lancaster Co., (1). 

PIPITS, WAXWINGS, AND SHRIKES 
AMERICAN PIPIT, Grand Island. CEDAR WAXWING, Lancaster Co., (50). 
LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, Lancaster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (1). 

STARLINGS 

STARLING, Antelope Co., (48), Blue Springs, Crete (2), Grand Island, 
Hastings (15), Lancaster Co., (8), Lincoln Co., (50), Scottsbluff (33). 
VIREOS AND WOOD WARBLERS 

BELL’S VIREO, Lincoln Co., (4), Plattsmouth (1). BLUE-HEADED VIREO, 
Grand Island, Plattsmouth (1). ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., (1). NASHVILLE WARBLER, Blue Springs, Grand 
Island, Lancaster Co., (4), Plattsmouth (3). YELLOW WARBLER, Lan¬ 
caster Co., (2). BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER, Lancaster Co., 
(1). MYRTLE WARBLER, Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (15), Plattsmouth 
(9). Scottsbluff (4). BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, Grand Is¬ 
land. YELLOW-THROAT, Grand Island. 

WEAVER FINCHES 

ENGLISH SPARROW, Antelope Co., (54), Blue Springs, Crete (25), Grand 
Island, Hastings (100+), Lancaster Co., (250), Lincoln Co., (500+), Scotts¬ 
bluff (200.) 

MEADOWLARKS AND BLACKBIRDS 
EASTERN MEADOWLARK, Antelope Co., (89), Lancaster Co., (17). 
WESTERN MEADOWLARK, Antelope Co., (1), Blue Springs, Crete (11), 
Grand Island, Hastings (15), Lancaster Co., (8), Lincoln Co., (30), Scotts¬ 
bluff (42). YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD, Antelope Co., (12), Scotts¬ 
bluff (6). RED-WING, Antelope Co., (873), Blue Springs, Grand Island, 
Hastings (100+), Lancaster Co., (50), Lincoln Co., (500+), Plattsmouth 
(100), Scottsbluff (1000). RUSTY BLACKBIRD, Crete (1), Lancaster Co., 
(1), Scottsbluff (2000). BREWER’S BLACKBIRD, Scottsbluff (5000). 
BRONZED GRACKLE, Blue Springs, Crete (476), Grand Island, Hastings 
(100 +), Lancaster Co., (1000 + ), Lincoln Co., (500 + ), Plattsmouth (500), 
Scottsbluff (65). COWBIRD, Crete (27), Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (1). 

TANAGERS 

WESTERN TANAGER, Scottsbluff (1). 
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SPARROWS 

CARDINAL, Blue Springs, Grand Island, Hastings (3), Lancaster Co., (14), 
Lincoln Co., (12), Plattsmouth (9). PINE SISKIN, Antelope Co., (1), 
Scottsbluff (1). GOLDFINCH, Antelope Co., (55), Blue Springs, Crete (3), 
Grand Island, Lancaster Co., (180), Lincoln Co., (100), Plattsmouth (25+), 
Scottsbluff (33). RED-EYED TOWHEE, Antelope Co., (4), Blue Springs, 
Grand Island. ARCTIC TOWHEE, Antelope Co., (22), Grand Island, Lin¬ 
coln Co., (15), Scottsbluff (13). SAVANNAH SPARROW, Antelope Co., (10), 
Lancaster Co., (1) Lincoln Co., (10). VESPER SPARROW, Antelope Co., 
(10), Hastings (6), Lincoln Co., (20), Scottsbluff (19). LARK SPAR¬ 
ROW, Lincoln Co., (1), Scottsbluff (8). PINKSIDED JUNCO, Scotts¬ 
bluff (7). TREE SPARROW, Scottsbluff (4). CHIPPING SPARROW, 
Lancaster Co., (12). CLAY-COLORED SPARROW, Grand Island, Lan¬ 
caster Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (2). BREWER’S SPARROW, Lincoln Co., 
(1). FIELD SPARROW, Antelope Co., (14), Lincoln Co., (30). HARRIS’ 
SPARROW, Lancaster Co., (125). WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, An¬ 
telope Co., (1), Lincoln Co., (50), Plattsmouth (1), Scottsbluff (23). LIN¬ 
COLN’S SPARROW, Grand Island. SWAMP SPARROW, Plattsmouth (1), 
SONG SPARROW, Antelope Co., (26), Crete (1), Lancaster Co., (1), 
Lincoln Co., (2), Scottsbluff (10). 


GENERAL NOTES 

NESTING EE COEDS IN THE STAPLETON AEEA.—About May 2B, 1954, 
a bird song, which was not immediately identified, was heard coming from 
a thick growth of trees along one side of our garden. On June fourth the 
song was again heard and identified as that of a Wood Thrush. Later on 
the same day a Wood Thrush was observed at the bird bath. Soon it was de¬ 
termined that a pair was pugnaciously driving all other birds from the 
group of trees where they were first discovered. This activity continued 
through June and most of July. Late in July an immature Wood Thrush 
was observed in the same vicinity, which confirmed our belief that nesting 
activities had been in progress. October third was the latest observation date. 
Only once before, in the summer of 1935, has this species been observed here. 

Our observation of the Catbird had been confined to the spring and 
fall migration periods, until the summer of 1954, when a pair remained with 
us all summer. They were repeatedly observed to be gathering insects which 
they carried away, always in the same direction. In mid-summer Mrs. Glan- 
don observed individuals at the bird bath which she believed to be immature 
birds. While no nest was found, we are convinced that nesting took place 
somewhere in our vicinity. 

On August 1, 1954, a Goldfinch nest was found two miles northwest of 
Stapleton, built about shoulder high in willow shrubs. The nest contained 
six eggs. On August 8th one fledgling and no eggs was in the nest. When the 
nest was visited a week later it was evident that a marauder had visited 
the scene. The nest was partly torn from the willow fork and the interior 
was in a dilapidated condition. This was the first nesting record of the Gold¬ 
finch in this area.— Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Glandon , Stapleton , Nebraska. 
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SPRING NOTES FROM PLAINVIEW.—Sunday, April 18, 1954, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. Seabury, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, and Ann Seabury saw a 
flock of 10 Avocets feeding on a sandbar in Bazille Creek about 6 miles 
north of Center, Nebraska. They were the first Avocets we had ever seen 
in this region. They were quite tame allowing Lloyd to walk along the creek 
bank while they fed. It was necessary to toss pebbles near them to rouse 
them so that we might see them in flight. This same day we saw a flock of 
approximately 45 White Pelicans flying along the Missouri River. 

Sunday, April 25, 1954, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury and Ann Seabury 
visited several small lakes in a sand hill region 10 miles south and 3 to 5 
miles west of Plainview. Here we found two flocks (about 10 birds each) of 
Prairie Chickens in their courtship ritual. At one small lake we saw Green- 
wiinged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Mallard, Lesser Scaup, Shoveller, and Ruddy 
Ducks; Coots; Pied-billed and Eared Grebes; Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs; 
Semipalmated and Upland Plover; Least, Pectoral, and Baird’s Sandpipers; 
Killdeer; and Tree and Barn Swallows. At another lake besides the ducks 
mentioned above we saw Pintails, more shorebirds, grebes, and several Amer¬ 
ican Bittern. While watching these an Osprey flew over apparently looking for 
fish as he circled and hoved over the lake. Either he found no fish or our 
presence bothered him for he did not dive or alight. At the southern edge of 
this lake we sighted an American Egret. This was the first time we had 
seen this bird. We were approximately 150 yards away when we first saw 
it and were not certain of its identity as it stood in the tall, dead grass. 
While Ann and the author watched from this distance Lloyd went around 
the lake, keeping out of sight behind dunes and brush. He came up from the 
other side of the bird within 20 yards of it and was able to identify it before 
it took flight. On our return trip to Plainview we saw a Dowitcher, Wilson’s 
Snipe, and Solitary Sandpiper as well as many of our more common birds. 
Three miles west and two miles south of Plainview we saw a Mockingbird. 
This bird was our first Mockingbird. It had been seen earlier the same morn¬ 
ing by Mrs. Geo. Seabury who sighted it in a shelterbelt and had listened to 
its song for some time.— Mrs. Lloyd Seabury, Plainview, Nebraska. 

NOTES FROM PONCA STATE PARK.—The following birds were seen in 
or near Ponca State Park during the period May 10-16, 1954. Numbers of 
each species are given in parentheses. Bob-white, Pheasant, Killdeer, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Mourning Dove (24), Chimney Swift (12), Kingfisher, Flicker 

(3) , Red-headed Woodpecker (24), Hairy Woodpecker, Down Woodpecker 

(4) , Eastern Kingbird (4), Western Kingbird (12), Eastern Phoeber (6), 
Rough-winged Swallow (3), Barn Swallow (6), Cliff Swallow (6), Blue 
Jay (50), Crow (12), Chickadee (20), House Wren (18), Catbird (6), Brown 
Thrasher (12), Robin (12), Olive-backed Thrush (12), Eastern Bluebird, 
Starling (6), Warbling Vireo, Yellow Warbler (12), Myrtle Warbler (1), 
Yellow-throat (6), Wilson’s Warbler (6), English Sparrow (over 100), 
Meadowlark (several), Redwing (24), Orchard Oriole (6), Baltimore Oriole 
(12), Rusty Blackbird (12), Brewer’s Blackbird (12), Bronzed Grackle (12), 
Cowbird, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak (24), 
Dickcissel (2), Goldfinch (100), Red-eyed Towhee, Grasshopper Sparrow (2), 
Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow (3), Field Sparrow (12).— L. Iola Pen¬ 
nington, Wauneta, Nebraska. 
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FALL NOTES FROM PLATTSMOUTH.—Some of our interesting fall rec¬ 
ords are listed below in chronological order. Sept. 5: Black-headed Grosbeak 
(2), Scarlet Tanager, Long-billed Marsh Wren, Red-eyed Vireo; Sept. 8: 
Winter Wren, Philadelphia Vireo; Sept. 11: Black-billed Cuckoo; Sept. 15: 
three very young Cardinals accompanied by male and female; Sept. 22: Blue¬ 
headed Vireo; Sept. 26: White Pelicans (30), a flight of sparrow hawks. 
Great Blue Heron; Oct. 2: Black-and-white Warbler.— Lorene Heineman, 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska. 

NOTES FROM PONCA STATE PARK.—On July 23, 1954, we journeyed 

to Ponca State Park to look for the Acadian Flycatcher. This small fly¬ 

catcher is supposed to summer in northeast Nebraska and, if any area would 
hold it, it would be the heavy timber of this park. Other flycatchers, such as 
the Eastern Kingbird, Arkansas Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, Phoebe and 
Wood Pewee, were found in the area, but none of the small flycatchers. 
Probably the season was too advanced and they were more or less silent. 
We found the Blue Grosbeak at the park entrance and the Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak common in the park. A lovely sight was that of a full plumaged 
Scarlet Tanager feeding on ripe mulberries. Towhees were still in full song 
and the cheery call of the Bob-white was a welcome sound to us. We decided 
to eat our lunch on the riverside and were we glad we did, for about the 

first birds we saw were several graceful Least Terns flying over the Mis¬ 

souri River. On an abandoned concrete pier, which stands out in the middle 
of the river and is the reminder that an overhead natural gas pipe line 
passed that way once, Cliff Swallows have built dozens of nests in a spot 
certainly safe from walking predators, but decidedly dangerous to any cal¬ 
low young who leaned too far from their dried mud abode. 

The river had under-cut a huge elm tree near our picnic table and it 
had fallen into the stream and on the branch farthest from shore, sat a 
fine plumaged Cedar Wax wing. This bird made our lunch more enjoyable, 
as he expertly hawked for insects out over the river, returning each time 
to his perch to eat his prey and be ready for another sally. The continuation 
of our roadside count to show the decline in the Red-headed Woodpecker 
along hard surfaced roads was duly carried out and on the 50-mile trip we 
saw one live red-head and two dead ones on the road smashed by speeding 
cars.— Wm. Youngworth, Sioux City, Iowa. 

SPRING NOTES FROM NORTH PLATTE.—On May 6, 1954, Margaret 
Morton and I scared up a Poor-will near Maloney Lake about seven miles 
south of North Platte. It flew up and landed a short distance away several 
times. We saw it both on the ground and in the air and could study its 
markings well. Wilson Tout (Lincoln County Birds) reported that on June 
6, 1913, a man heard a Whip-poor-will but he felt that it was probably the 
NuttalPs Poor-will. 

On May 19, 1954, Norman Miller called to say that there was a male 
Bay-breasted Warbler in his yard. The bird has spent most of the day work¬ 
ing up and down in a cedar tree beside the front porch. There was no doubt 
of its identity. Tout does not mention the bird in his book on the birds of 
Lincoln County.— Doris Gates, North Platte, Nebraska. 
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KEITH COUNTY NOTES.—On May 9, 1954, while making a count of Grin- 
nell’s Water Thrush along a small channel of the South Platte River which 
contained a number of beaver dams, I flushed a rail from the grass near 
one of the dams. The bird took refuge behind tree roots and debris on the 
opposite bank, finally coming into the open. According to my comparison 
with the description in Peterson’s Western Field Guide, the bird must have 
been the very rare Yellow Rail ( Coturnicops noveboracensis noveboracensis). 

Another unusual record was that of a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ( Polioptila 
caerulea caerulea) on May 23, 1954. The Gnatcatcher was discovered among 
the dead branches of a sandbar willow south of Brule. The Gnatcatcher was 
flying back and forth across a pond which is surrounded by willow and cot¬ 
tonwood trees and wild rose and currant bushes. According to Tout ( Lincoln 
County Birds), the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher was seen and collected in this 
part of Nebraska on April 22, 1937. I had not seen the Gnatcatcher in this 
part of Nebraska before. 

On April 21, 1951, while hiking along the shores of Lake McConaughy 
two Snowy Egrets >Leucophoyx thula thula) were sighted where the water 
of the lake backs into the meadows at the west end of Lake McConaughy. 
Although I first thought that they were immature Little Blue Herons, 
on closer approach I was able to see the unique characteristics of the Snowy 
Egret, both plumage and coloration being of the best. Two days later (April 
23), one-quarter mile west of the South Platte River bridge south of Brule, 
a Snowy Egret was flushed from behind a beaver dam. The Egret flew into 
a tree. Again on May 18, 1952, a Snowy Egret was sighted approximately 
200 yards west of the Garden County Game Refuge sign, which is on the 
boundary line of Keith and Garden Counties.— Harold R. Benckeser, Brule, 
Nebraska. 

SPRING NOTES FROM JOHNSON LAKE.—On March 21, 1954, I sighted 
a Glaucous Gull in a group of Herring and Ring-billed Gulls at Johnson 
Lake. I was able to watch the bird for about 30 minutes, seeing it at two 
different locations at the lake. It was much larger than the largest biggest 
Herring Gull, with an enormous wing spread that I estimated to be at least 
5 feet. Its bill was a grayish white with a blackish tip. The wings were held 
almost horizontal in soaring, the primaries being somewhat whiter than the 
other feathers in the wings. It was slightly dusky or tawny on the back 
and on the underparts. The legs and feet were yellow. The other gulls ap¬ 
peared to be afraid of the larger gull, often shying away from it when it 
approached them in flight. 

On April 22, 1954, I saw my first Long-billed Curlew at Johnson Lake. 
I was able to study the bird for about 15 minutes. Observing it in flight, I 
was able to note the beautiful cinnamon-pink color of the under side of the 
wings. Particularly, I noted the general over-all buffy color, the very long, 
down-curved bill (at least three times the length of the head), and the lack 
of a definite eyeline or of stripes on the head. It was with some gulls and 
stood clearly higher than a Ring-billed and slightly lower than a Herring 
Gull. Just after starting to fly, it emitted a wheezy whee-whee, high-pitched 
and shrill. 

At the same lake, I recorded the following birds which were new to me. 
On March 26, 1954, I saw a pair of Hooded Mergansers and on March 28, 
1954, a Horned Grebe.— Ray S. Wycoff, Lexington, Nebraska. 
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Book Reviews 

INTRODUCTION TO OUR BIRD FRIENDS. L. R. Carson. Capper Pub- 
lications, Topeka, Kansas. 1954:25 pp. 50 figures by Orville 0. Rice. 25tf. 

This little booklet by L. B. Carson, who is one of the leading bird stu¬ 
dents in Kansas, is well written and illustrated. It is an excellent manual 
for young people who are just getting interested in birds. To Boy and Girl 
Scouts, 4-H Bird Clubs and many others this booklet will be a useful tool. 
If you know some boy or girl who is just getting started in bird study 
this small booklet will be an excellent gift.—W. F. R. 

New Bird Recordings: 

BIRD SONGS OF DOORYARD, FIELD AND FOREST recorded by 
Jerry and Norma Stillwell. Available from Jerry E. Stillwell, R. F. D. 2, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. $7.95. 

THE MOCKINGBIRD SINGS recorded by C. Russell Mason. Available 
from Cornell University Records, 124 Roberts Place, Ithaca, New York. 

SONGBIRDS OF AMERICA recorded by Dr. Arthur A. Allen and Dr. 
Peter P. Kellogg. Available from Book-Records, 680 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

In this day when every other ornithologist seems to have a tape re¬ 
corder under his arm, it is indeed gratifying to know that at least a few 
workers are putting their recordings on disks so that anyone owning a 
record player may enjoy them. The past few years have seen many ad¬ 
vancements in recording such as 45 and 33 % r. p. m. records and it is good 
to know that those who are making bird records have kept up with the 
latest developments. 

Bird Songs op Dooryard, Field and Forest is the first record to 
be released by the Stillwells. It is a 33% recording of 135 distinctive 
songs and calls of 49 different species. One outstanding feature of 
this record is that species with similar calls are recorded next to each other 
so that one may hear the difference. For example, the Phoebe and Wood 
Pewee are next to each other as are the Whip-poor-will and Chuck-will’s- 
Widow. One criticism of the Stillwell’s recording is that the pitch of the 
songs are recorded lower than they sound in the field. 

The Mockingbird Sings gives one an excellent example of all the 
various songs a mockingbird imitates. This 78 r. p. m. recording gives 
the natural song of the Mockingbird as well as his imitations of over 30 
other birds. 

Songbirds Of America is a novel idea of a booklet containing a 33% 
record, with the songs of 24 different birds. These birds and their habits 
are described in the booklet. In addition, there are discussions of record¬ 
ing bird songs, photographing birds, attracting birds, plus a list of books 
and records for further study. 

If you are interested in learning bird songs, having a collection of 
good bird recordings is an excellent help.—W. F. R. 
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Communications 

Mrs. Lorene Heineman (Plattsmouth) reports hearing an Eastern King¬ 
bird singing just before dawn on June 30, 1954. The bird sat on a dead oak 
branch and repeated time and time its unmusical score of a series of 
short notes all on the same pitch, followed by two emphatic higher notes— 
all sharp and strident . . . Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (Scottsbluff) saw an un¬ 
usual Yellow-shafted Flicker on March 21, 1954: grey head, red nape, red 
“whiskers”, and yellow shaft . . . Mrs. Lola Held recorded her first Scarlet 
Tanager at Elsmere in the spring of 1954 . . . Mrs. Florence Patton reports 
a Summer Tanger seen at Blue Springs on May 12, 1954, and a colony of 
Great Blue Herons near Hubbell on April 14. There were 18 nests of three 
sizes, none very large, and 12 birds were seen, 3 on nests. The heron were not 
seen after April 23 . . . Doris Gates added the following nesting records for 
the North Platte area: on July 2, 1954, a pair of young Spotted Sandpiper 
(with attendant adults) were seen along a road by a slough north of North 
Platte; on July 8 a Yellow-billed Cuckoo’s nest with 3 eggs in it was found 
. . . Loren Bunney records some unusual winter residents; three Great Blue 
Heron near Ogallala during the winter of the 1953-1954, two seen as late 
as January 26, 1954, one being accompanied by a Sandhill Crane. 
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Editorial 

This is the last issue of The Nebraska Bird Review by your present 
editor. Since the fall of 1948 twenty-four issues have been published under 
his direction. Your magazine has grown from a biannual magazine to a 
quarterly publication. Your editor has no idea as to how many pages of 
manuscript he has read, how many red pencils he has worn out, or how 
many letters he has written. 

Editing The Nebraska Bird Review has been to quote the Odes of Horace: 
“labour without end.” Yet, it has been an educational and enjoyable labor. 
Our knowledge of Nebraska birds has been increased, as we have had to 
read 24 issues from cover to cover. As editor we have gotten to know most 
of the Nebraska bird students and these contacts have been most enjoyable. 

Two persons have been of utmost help in the production of The Nebraska 
Bird Review, the first, my wife, Janet L. C. Rapp, probably did more to 
push, prod, plague, and beat me into getting out the “Review.” In addition, 
she was its severest critic, always insisting that every issue be an improve¬ 
ment over the preceding. She will, I know, be able to enjoy not having to 
brow beat her husband into “getting out the next issue on time.” Since 1953, 
Henry E. Baumgarten as assistant editor has been of great value. He has 
given most generously of his time and advice. 

The Nebraska Bird Review is passing into the hands of a new editor, 
Doris B. Gates, and I am certain that these are capable hands which will 
work hard to keep the “Review” one of the leading state bird journals. And 
now, one last request ; give your new editor as much cooperation as you have 
given your present editor and your magazine will continue as a leader in 
its field. 

William P. Rapp, Jr. 

Editor 1948 to 1955 

A Striking Flight Habit 

by John C. W. Bliese 

If Nebraska bird students have not already observed it, they might 
well be on the alert for a most spectacular bird behavior this coming sum¬ 
mer. The writer observed it frequently from 1949 to 1953 while engaged in 
research on the roost and roosting habits of gregarious birds at Ames, Iowa. 
He has not yet seen it at Kearney, but observations during the past year 
have been entirely too skimpy for any conclusions to be reached. 

Ames, Iowa, like so many Nebraska communities, for years has had 
a so-called “blackbird” roost. Each evening, during the summer and fall 
months, thousands of Bronzed Grackles, Quiscalus quiscula, Starlings, Stur- 
nus vulgaris, Cowbirds, Molothrus ater, and Eastern Robins, Turdus migra - 
toriiis, have come from the surrounding countryside to roost in the shade 
trees in residential sections of the city, only to leave again the next morn¬ 
ing. As part of the investigation, the writer made numerous observations of 
the birds in flight toward the roost area. 

For want of any better term, the behavior in question was called “dip¬ 
ping” in the writer’s notes. For no apparent reason the birds suddenly 
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lowered their altitude of flight, flew at the new level for a few feet or 
perhaps 100 yards or more, then resumed their original altitude. Sometimes 
only a few birds were involved, and sometimes many. At times an entire 
flock of hundreds or even thousands of birds performed, but more frequently 
only a portion of a group gave the maneuver. Waves of dipping, which pro¬ 
gressed either forward or backward in the flock, were also seen. Often the 
dips were rather weakly developed, and the performers lowered their level 
of flight only three or four feet. At other times the birds dropped 20 or 
more feet, and even to within three or four feet of the ground. The num¬ 
ber of dips seen per evening varied greatly, for sometimes only one or 
two were observed, sometimes many, and just as often, none at all. Dipping 
was not the behavior of a given group of birds, for it was seen on all four 
of the flight lines which lead to Ames, and for four consecutive years. 

The phenomenon of dipping was never seen until after July 7, when the 
flights were definitely increasing in numbers, and it appeared that both 
frequency and intensity of performance tended to increase with the ad¬ 
vancing season. Most dips were given during the peaks of the flights, al¬ 
though many were performed earlier in the evening. Neither the first birds 
to arrive, nor the last ones, were ever observed to dip. Dipping was never 
observed over trees, but always over open areas. It was seen within several 
city blocks of the roost and also as far away as a mile or more. 

Dipping was primarily a Grackle performance, but a number of dips 
were seen that involved a mixture of Grackles and Starlings. On three oc¬ 
casions small groups of Starlings gave the maneuver by themselves, and 
a few Robins were seen twice to do so. Only once, when two birds out of a 
flock of 17 dipped, was the behaviorism noted among Cowbirds. Dipping 
was not noted in flocks composed of both Grackles and Cowbirds. 

No special stimulus was ever detected which caused the birds to dip. 
Several times a distant gun shot, or like sound, was immediately followed 
by a dip, but at other times similar noises failed to produce the response. On 
two or three evenings the writer clapped his hands sharply when the flight 
was passing directly over him, but the only result was to cause the stream 
of birds to veer, not to dip. 

Unfortunately the majority of the dips were given during the peaks of 
the flights, when the writer was more than busy getting population esti¬ 
mates of the birds. Most of the notes concerning them, therefore, had to be 
recorded well after the performances were over, and as a consequence they 
were sometimes forgotten. Data obtained were thus too incomplete to be used 
in computing any definite correlations with weather elements or in determin¬ 
ing any definite relationship to flock size, sunset time, or light intensity. 
Nevertheless, it was observed that dipping occurred on evenings with all de¬ 
grees of cloudiness, with wind from 14 different directions and with a range 
from almost calm to an estimated 20 to 25 miles per hour. It took place at 
temperatures which varied at least from 51.0 to 82.5 degrees Fahrenheit, at 
relative humidities from 27.5 to 89.5 per cent, and on days when the bar¬ 
ometer was either rising or falling. 

Relatively few observations of the flights were made early in the morn¬ 
ing when the birds left the roost, but on two mornings in October, 1952, 
some Grackles were seen to dip. On one morning the behavior was noted 
over a broad marsh some 40 miles north of Ames. Dipping, therefore, was 
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not confined to evening flights to the roost, nor was it concerned with any- 
thig peculiar to a city. 

In response to a preliminary report concerning the behaviorism (Bliese 
and Hendrickson, 1952), Doctors Frank and Mary Roberts (1953) com¬ 
mented having seen similar behavior among Gulls at Spirit Lake, Iowa. They 
suggested that dipping might be performed “to take advantage of the shift¬ 
ing air currents . . .” or that it might be “an old pattern, developed to avoid 
raptorial birds which may be waiting in the neighborhood of roosts”. 

Because the dipping behavior became more prominent with the season, 
as the flocks increased in size, the writer has been inclined to believe that 
it was probably related to the organization of the flocks. Shifting air cur¬ 
rents did not seem adequate to explain the waves of dipping seen at Ames, 
nor the extreme localness of the behavior such as observed when only two 
or three birds out of a huge flock performed. Neither did they explain the 
manner of flight when it occurred on a calm or nearly calm day. On the 
basis of shifty air currents the performances should have been more frequent 
on gusty or windy days, but such was not noted. 

When the commonness of this behaviorism at Ames is considered, clear 
mention of it is conspicuously absent in the literature, as far as the writer 
was able to determine. It seems that dipping has either been overlooked or that 
it has been taken for granted. 

Does dipping occur in Nebraska or is it confined to points farther east? 
The writer is planning to observe closely the flights of birds to the Kearney 
“blackbird” roost this coming year, and would be interested in hearing from 
observers in other parts of the state. 

Literature Cited 
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The Vermilion Flycatcher in Nebraska 

by William F. Rapp, Jr. 

On November 15, 1954 Doris B. Gates and Mrs. Glen Viehmeyer 
identified at the University of Nebraska Agricultural Experiment Station, 
south of North Platte, what they felt was an immature Vermilion Fly¬ 
catcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus spp.). The bird continued to stay in the 
shrubs around the building at the Experiment Station and was seen on 
several occasions. On December 11, 1954 Doris B. Gates collected the 
specimen which proved to be an immature male Vermilion Flycatcher. 
The bird was mounted and is now in the collection of the Hastings Museum. 

On November 21, 1954 Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Cortelyou, who were birding 
at Carter Lake, Omaha, also identified a Vermilion Flycatcher. They were 
able to watch the bird at close range for a long time before it flew away. 

According to Bent (1942:308) the limits for the species are as follows: 
“north to southern California; southern Nevada; southern Utah; New 
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Mexico; and southern Texas.” 

Dr. Harrison B. Tordoff has told me that there are several reliable 
sight records for the bird in Kansas. 

The collecting of a Vermilion Flycatcher in Nebraska poses an interest¬ 
ing ornithological problem. In 1934 the late A. J. van Rossem divided the 
Vermilion Flycatchers into two subspecies—an eastern and western race. 
The western form he called P. r. flammeus and the eastern form is called 
mexicanus. The range (Auk 61:452) of the Western Vermilion Flycatcher 
is: “Southeastern California, southeastern Utah and southwestern New 
Mexico to Nayarit.” The range of the Eastern Vermilion Flycatcher is 
now limited to southern Texas and northern Mexico. Many ornithologists 
feel that the eastern race is nonmigratory, whereas the western race is 
migratory. Grinnell and Miller (1944:264) writing about the Western 
Vermilion Flycatcher in California state: “partially emigrant, reaching in 
winter and spring territory outside of breeding range.” This last statement 
may partially explain the occurrence of at least two individuals in Nebraska. 
However, until some student of Flycatchers examines the North Platte 
specimen, we will have to be content to call our bird simply Vermilion 
Flycatcher. 
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Some Birds of The Quicourt Valley 

by Wm. Youngworth 

Before Lewis and Clark made their historic exploration of the Missouri 
River Valley, the French voyageurs had named a clear, rushing river in 
what is now northern Nebraska the Quicourt or Rapid River. Others who 
followed Lewis and Clark, such as the Astoria party in 1811, mentioned 
camping on the beautiful banks of the Quicourt. Here, too, the well known 
English naturalist, John Bradbury, sent out by the Linnaean Society of 
Liverpool to collect plants, would have lost his life to savage Indians had 
his comrades not rounded a bend in the Missouri River at the opportune 
time. Thomas Nuttall, the botanist, was a member of the boat’s party. 

Audubon and other naturalists tell of the beautiful Quicourt River 
pouring into the muddy waters of the Missouri. Most of these explorers 
did not penetrate beyond the mouth of the Quicourt, which, unfortunately, 
has been renamed the Niobrara. French trappers did, however, make their 
way up the brawling stream. The late Frederick M. Dille and the writer 
were shown cabin sites of these hardy rovers along the south bank of the 
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Scenes Along The Niobrara River 


river near old Fort Niobrara east of the present day Valentine, Nebraska. 

More than fifty years ago, the late Myron H. Swenk made a float trip 
down this same stream, collecting birds on the way. He presented a paper 
on the Birds of the Niobrara Valley to the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union 
on January 24, 1903 in Lincoln. 

Other fine ornithologists and superb collectors, such as M. A. Carriker, 
Jr., Merritt Cary, Robert H. Wolcott, Lawrence Bruner, and John T. Zim¬ 
mer had made northern Nebraska a fertile field for bird study and collect¬ 
ing. Therefore, in 1932 the writer with no little excitement readily accepted 
a challenge from one Frederick M. Dille to visit Fort Niobrara on a 
collecting trip. 

Parenthetically, Frederick M. Dille grew up and studied birds from 
1870 to 1892 in Greeley, Colorado where his finest contribution was the 
discovery of a Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawk’s nest with a full set 
of eggs, which were used as the type specimen by Bendire in his Life 
Histories of North American Birds. From 1892 to 1917 he was ranger 
and superintendent of various federal properties in such wild areas as 
the Wind River Mountains, Shoshone Canyon, Wyoming, and Wind Cave 
National Park in South Dakota. In 1917 he took over the Federal Game 
Reserve near Valentine, Nebraska and retired there in 1930. During all 
this time he collected specimens, making up the skins with meticulous 
care. Even the labels were distinctive for their neatness. However, since 
Dille was an inveterate trader of skins and bird books, he managed to 
retain only a small collection of skins, but by 1930 he was selling bird 
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books to customers in every state in the union. The late Dr. T. C. Stephens 
of Morningside College, Sioux City, Iowa and this writer had been pur¬ 
chasing out of print books from him for several years prior to 1930, so 
in late August of that year we decided to visit our bookseller. We enjoyed 
the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Dille for two days in the old army officers' 
quarters. When he wrote in May 1932 proposing the collecting trip, I was 
eager to go and returned again the next year at about the same time. My 
fourth sojourn in the area was during April, May and part of June in 
1947 when I was strictly a binocular observer. 

Our camp on the collecting trip was a small one room tin clad cabin 
set in the woods beside a tumbling waterfall just east of the Perry Bridge. 
This delightful spot was about eleven miles east of Valentine. My waking 
hours were spent in collecting, as Mr. Dille was incapacitated and spent 
most of his time making up specimens and writing notes on the new species. 
About my first coup was to collect a Cardinal, which Dille had never 
seen in that region. The Cardinal was not common, but I saw several later 
on. Mr. Dille was at this time interested in passerine birds, so the bulk 
of my collecting was in this group. 

Since other writers have done fine jobs describing the valley of the 
Niobrara River, it is sufficient to state that the three general areas are 
the heavily wooded south bank, the more open brushy area on the north 
bank, which gives way to pine covered hills and the high upland region 
above the river banks. The river itself, of course, harbors certain species. 

This most interesting area is different in that here one gets a great 
overlapping of eastern and western forms of birdlife. It is also fast 
becoming the eastern limit for many prairie forms, which formerly blanketed 
eastern Nebraska and much of Iowa and Minnesota. Some of these species 
are McCown’s Longspur, Chestnut-collared Longspur, Lark Bunting, and 
the Long-billed Curlew. As regards the Cardinal, Tufted Titmouse, Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, and other forms moving north and west in this area, 
I think they have probably always been around in small numbers, but in 
the early days observers were few and transportation harder to come by. 
Today we have dozens of birdwatchers where before we had only one and 
today’s modern automobile gets us to so many good bird areas so swiftly, 
it is no wonder that we see more birds and some birds which oldtimers 
did not seem to know. 

The following annotations are the sole responsibility of this author, 
since both F. M. Dille and Dr. T. C. Stephens have passed on. 

HERONS to HAWKS 

GREAT BLUE HERON. Found regularly along the river. GREEN HERON. 
Nests along the river. WHISTLING SWAN. On May 5, 1947 a lone swan 
flew over the Ainsworth Air Base heading for the Niobrara River. TURKEY 
VULTURE. A regular summer resident. SHARP-SHINNED HAWK. Resi¬ 
dent in small numbers. COOPER’S HAWK. Probably a more common 
resident than the previous hawk. RED-TAILED HAWK. Regular resident, 
more common in migration. SWAINSON’S HAWK. Regular summer resi¬ 
dent. Specimen taken. MARSH HAWK. Regular summer resident, less 
common in winter. SPARROW HAWK. Regular summer resident, less 
common in winter. Specimen taken. 




32 


Nebraska Bird Review 


GALLINACEOUS BIRDS to KINGFISHERS 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN. Permanent resident. Less than next species. SHARP¬ 
TAILED GROUSE. Not uncommon resident. BOB-WHITE. Permanent 
resident in sheltered areas. KILLDEER. Regular summer resident in suit¬ 
able areas. UPLAND PLOVER. Not uncommon summer resident in that 
entire area. SPOTTED SANDPIPER. Regular summer resident along the 
river. MOURNING DOVE. Common summer resident. YELLOW-BILLED 
CUCKOO. Summer resident. Specimen taken. BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO. 
Regular summer resident. Specimen taken. SCREECH OWL. Permanent 
resident. GREAT HORNED OWL. Permanent resident. BURROWING 
OWL. Becoming uncommon summer resident. BARRED OWL. Uncommon 
resident. SHORT-EARED OWL. Summer resident at Ainsworth Air Base. 
POORWILL. Dr. Stephens and the writer heard this species. NIGHTHAWK. 
Common summer resident. Specimens taken were all the light colored form, 
called Sennett’s Nighthawk. CHIMNEY SWIFT. A regular summer resi¬ 
dent. BELTED KINGFISHER. A fairly common summer resident. 

WOODPECKERS to WRENS 

FLICKER. Common permanent resident. RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER. 
Mr. Dille told me that he had seen this species near the Fort. RED¬ 
HEADED WOODPECKER. A regular summer resident. HAIRY WOOD¬ 
PECKER. Not uncommon permanent resident. DOWNY WOODPECKER. 
Common permanent resident. EASTERN KINGBIRD. Common summer 
resident. WESTERN KINGBIRD. Common summer resident. Specimens 
taken. CRESTED FLYCATCHER. Not uncommon summer resident. Speci¬ 
mens taken. EASTERN PHOEBE. A regular summer resident. SAY’S 
PHOEBE. Summer resident. Several pairs nested about the Ainsworth 
Air Base. Specimens taken at Fort Niobrara. ALDER FLYCATCHER. 
A regular breeder in this area. Several specimens taken and all called 
this form by Myron Swenk. LEAST FLYCATCHER. Apparently a few 
remain to breed. Specimen taken. WOOD PE WEE. Regular summer resi¬ 
dent. Specimens taken. HORNED LARK. A common resident of the up¬ 
lands. BANK SWALLOW, ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, BARN SWAL¬ 
LOW, CLIFF SWALLOW, and PURPLE MARTIN. All regular summer 
residents along the Niobrara River. BLUE JAY. This jay has become 
one of the common birds of our woodlands over the entire Niobrara basin. 
MAGPIE. Probably a permanent in this area. CROW. Common permanent 
resident. I climbed up to a nest near the Fort, at the request of Mr. Dille, 
but the clutch was not complete. CHICKADEE. A common permanent resi¬ 
dent. WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH. A regular permanent resident. 
HOUSE WREN. A very common summer resident. Speciments taken were 
all of the lighter colored form. ROCK WREN. Summer resident along 
the Niobrara bluffs. Specimens taken. 

MOCKINGBIRDS to WARBLERS 

CATBIRD. A regular summer resident. BROWN THRASHER. Probably 
more common than preceding species. ROBIN. A very common summer 
resident. WOOD THRUSH. A regular summer resident. Specimens taken. 
OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH. Specimens taken in June indicate possible 
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breeding. GREY-CHEEKED THRUSH. May specimens taken were merely 
late migrants. BLUEBIRD. An uncommon regular resident. Specimens were 
taken. RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET. A late migrant was taken as a 
specimen. CEDAR WAX WING. Rare breeder in the valley. Specimens 
taken were in breeding condition. SHRIKE. A regular summer resident. 
Specimens taken were referrable to the eastern form. BELL’S VIREO. A 
regular summer resident in this area. Specimens taken. RED-EYED VIREO. 
A regular summer resident. Specimens taken. WARBLING VIREO. A 
common summer resident. Specimens taken. BLACK and WHITE WARBLER. 
This lovely little warbler is a summer resident in the timbered areas of 
the Niobrara valley. Specimens in breeding condition were taken. YELLOW 
WARBLER. A common summer resident. Specimens taken. BLACK-POLL 
WARBLER. Specimens of late migrants were taken. OVERBIRD. This 
warbler was our most interesting breeding bird. Several nests were found, 
one right near our cabin. The night singing activities of this species are 
most interesting. Specimens taken. CONNECTICUT WARBLER. A very 
rare migrant. One specimen taken ( Nebr . Bird Rev., 1, 1933:62). MOURN¬ 
ING WARBLER. Irregular migrant. Specimens were taken. YELLOW- 
THROAT. Common summer resident. Specimens taken. CHAT. A regular 
summer resident of the brush patches. Several specimens were taken. 
AMERICAN REDSTART. This dainty warbler is a regular summer resi¬ 
dent. Several specimens were taken. 

BOBOLINKS to SPARROWS 

BOBOLINK. Irregular summer resident in favored spots. MEADOWLARK. 
The most common summer bird of the uplands. YELLOW-HEADED BLACK¬ 
BIRD. Occasionally seen along the river. RED-WING BLACKBIRD. Com¬ 
mon summer resident. ORCHARD ORIOLE. Regular summer resident. 
Specimens taken, including a female, which was singing oriole song. 
(Wilson Butt., 45:141). BALTIMORE ORIOLE. Common summer resident. 
Specimens taken. BULLOCK’S ORIOLE. Very uncommon summer resi¬ 
dent. One specimen of an oriole was taken which looked like a Bullock’s 
but I do not think Mr. Dille ever did decide which it was. BRONZED 
GRACKLE. Abundant; killer of small birds. COWBIRD. A common sum¬ 
mer resident. Specimens were taken. WESTERN TANAGER. This species 
must be an erratic eastwardly migrant in the Fort Niobrara area. I did 
not find it in two seasons of collecting, yet Beed reports it in 1934. (Nebr. 
Bird Rev. 2:119-120.) SCARLET TANAGER. Not uncommon in this area. 
Several specimens were taken. CARDINAL. Permanent resident in this 
area. Specimens taken. ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. The common 
summer grosbeak in this part of the Niobrara Valley. Specimens taken. 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN GROSBEAK. This is the rare grosbeak in this area. 
The specimens taken were really earned. BLUE GROSBEAK. This fine 
grosbeak was nearly as common as the Rose-breasted and was seen many 
times. Several specimens were taken. INDIGO BUNTING. A fairly common 
bird in this area. Several taken. LAZULI BUNTING. Not as common as 
the above species and yet could be found by careful looking. Several speci¬ 
mens taken, including a hybrid Indigo x Lazuli Bunting. (Wilson Butt., 44:239- 
240.) DICKCISSEL. A very common summer resident. Specimens taken. 
PINE SISKIN. Irregular breeder in this area. One specimen taken. GOLD- 
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FINCH. A common resident. Several specimens were taken. RED-EYED 
TOWHEE. Uncommon summer resident in this area. Specimens taken. 
ARCTIC TOWHEE. The more common breeder and winter resident. Several 
specimens were taken. LARK BUNTING. Some years one of the most com¬ 
mon prairie birds. It was very common on the Ainsworth Air Base in 1947. 
Specimens were taken in 1933. SAVANNAH SPARROW. This seemed to 
be the common nesting sparrow on the uplands near Fort Niobrara. Several 
were collected. GRASSHOPPER SPARROW. Not at all common. Specimen 
taken. VESPER SPARROW. Regular summer resident of the uplands. This 
sparrow gave us some fine evening concerts at the Ainsworth Air Base 
when we took long evening walks. Specimens taken in 1932-33. LARK SPAR¬ 
ROW. A regular summer resident. Several specimens taken. CHIPPING 
SPARROW. Uncommon summer resident. Specimens taken. CLAY-COLORED 
SPARROW. Probably a rare breeder along the rushing Niobrara River. Near 
the fourth bridge across the river, east of Fort Niobrara, I found a singing 
Clay-colored Sparrow and from its actions I felt quite sure it was a nesting 
bird. The date was May 31, 1932. FIELD SPARROW. A regular summer resi¬ 
dent. Specimens taken. HARRIS’ SPARROW. On May 6, 1947 we saw 
several migrating Harris’ Sparrows on the Ainsworth Air Base. WHITE- 
CROWNED SPARROW. Seen on Ainsworth Air Base on May 4, 1947. 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW. May 6, 1947 at above place. FOX SPAR¬ 
ROW. One in the gray phase was seen on May 4, 1947 on the air base. 
LINCOLN’S SPARROW. Some straggling members of this species were 
collected in late May near Fort Niobrara. SONG SPARROW. I did not 
find this sparrow while collecting along the Niobrara River, but did see 
several of them on May 4 and 6, 1947 on the Ainsworth Army Air Base. 
CHESTNUT-COLORED LONGSPUR. Breeds rarely in the Fort Niobrara 
area. Specimens were taken. I also found a few at the Ainsworth Air Base. 
Sioux City, Iowa 


Cooperative Study of Bird Migration Through 
The Use of Spring Arrival Dates — 1955 

by James H. Zimmerman 

In 1952 we dreamed of plotting on maps the arrival dates of certain 
common migrants in every county of the 41 states and provinces east of 
the Rockies, from the Gulf into Canada, for six years. Our aim was to 
study in detail the effects of our rapidly changing spring weather on 
the timing, extent, speed, and direction of flights. The thousands of 
observations which answered our pleas demonstrated everyone’s willing¬ 
ness to share their notes. When placed on IBM punch cards, the arrival 
dates are easily sorted and available to other bird students, some of 
whom are now using them in their own studies. Thanks to a tripled 
response in 1954, 1955 offers hope of enough reports to insure success. 
To be absolutely certain that white-throats and swifts, for instance, 
really do move north only on certain dates a week or more apart and 
that they jump such long distances, we still need many more cooperators 
everywhere. There just are not enough ornithologists, including bird- 
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banders, to go around; hence we must depend on every back yard bird¬ 
watcher as well. Is your town and your bird club well represented on our 
maps? 

HOW TO MAKE AND REPORT OBSERVATIONS: Our ideal co- 
operator does not make special trips to find all the species listed. Rather, 
he spends a few minutes nearly every day in the same area, such as his 
own yard or on the way to work. Observations on occasional visits 
to other areas should be reported separately. He reports on only those 
species he is sure he can identify. For species that winter nearby he 
reports on migrants only when they can be distinguished from the 
winter resident individuals. He reports his own first dates, even if his 
neighbor “scoops” him with earlier ones. He urges his friends to send 
in their own observations too either directly or through him, even 
if they saw only one or two of the species on our list. He waits till 
spring migration is over and then remembers to send in his report, 
together with his name and address (including County) to MR. CHANDLER 
S. ROBBINS, PATUXENT RESEARCH REFUGE, LAUREL, MARYLAND, 
or to his regional Audubon Field Notes Editor. Forms can be supplied 
on request, but just a postcard will do if only a few species were 
observed. The 37 species below were chosen to insure that there would 
be some early and late migrants to watch for in all parts of the study 
area; they include familiar migrants plus a few game birds under 
special study. No one is expected to report on all of them. They are: 


Canada Goose 

Marsh Hawk 

Killdeer 

Wilson’s Snipe 

Mourning Dove 

Nighthawk 

Chimney Swift 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

Yellow-shafted Flicker 

Eastern Kingbird 

Crested Flycatcher 

Eastern Phoebe 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

Bam Swallow 

Purple Martin 

Common Crow 

House Wren 

Catbird 

Brown Thrasher 


Wood Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 

(male and female) 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Black and White Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Myrtle Warbler 
Oven-Bird 
American Redstart 
Red-wing Blackbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
Scarlet Tanager 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
American Goldfinch 
Slate-colored Junco 
Chipping Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 


WHAT TO REPORT: Most persons can supply only the date when 
a species was first seen. One way to increase the value of such observa¬ 
tions is to note the numbers seen; for example, House Wren, May 1 
(2 birds). Another way is to have enough observers so that in each 
town or group of counties we can determine the date when the Majority 
of persons saw their first wren or swift. We do not want dates of birds 
whose arrival was missed during a week’s absence by the observer; nor 
do we want more than one report on the same individual bird seen on 
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a group field trip. But we could use every date if 30 or even 50 persons 
in a single city recorded the return of their own martins or wrens. Our 
form also provides space to report waves or main flights and, for species 
not resident in summer, the last date notes, when these items can be 
observed. If you have not reported before, we should appreciate your 
notes for 1954 and 1953 also. 

2114 Van Hise Avenue 
Madison 5, Wisconsin 


Twenty-Five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 

Part 10 — Flycatchers to Crows 

by William F. Rapp, Jr. 

EASTERN KINGBIRD 
Tyrannus tyrannus 


Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 

Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 

Brule (3) 
Chadron (2) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (25) 
Lincoln (20) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (19) 

Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (12) 
Superior (3) 


Apr. 23, 1949 
May 6, 1949 
Apr. 30, 1946 
Apr. 29, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 4, 1947 
May 10, 1947 
Apr. 7, 1949 
Apr. 20, 1925 
Apr. 4, 1929 
Apr. 25, 1925 
May 1, 1937 
Apr. 23, 1941 
Apr. 23, 1938 
May 1, 1938 
Apr. 12, 1925 


May 8, 1948 
May 12, 1944 
May 9, 1930 
May 8, 1949 
May 15, 1931 
May 5, 1937 
May 8, 1946 
Apr. 28, 1929 


May 10, 1948 


May 3, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
May 13, 1949 


WESTERN KINGBIRD 


Tyrannus verticalis 


Antelope Co. (1) 
Aurora (1) 
Bladen (4) 

Blue Springs (1) 
Brady (2) 

Brule (3) 
Chadron (3) 
Crete (1) 
Fairbury (23) 
Hastings (24) 
Lincoln (18) 


May 3, 1949 
May 5, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 7, 1949 
Apr. 28, 1948 
Apr. 28, 1948 
May 7, 1948 
Apr. 28, 1949 
Apr. 26, 1929 
Apr. 13, 1930 
Apr. 29, 1926 


May 4, 1949 
May 4, 1947 
May 21, 1947 


May 4, 1946 


May 9, 1947 
May 19, 1928 
May 18, 1938 
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North Platte (7) 

Apr. 4, 

1939 

May 

6, 

1937 

Omaha (15) 

Apr. 27, 

1927 

June 

1, 

1935 

Red Cloud (16) 

Apr. 17, 

1941 

May 

2, 

1940 

Stapleton (12) 

Apr. 22, 

1948 

May 

5, 

1937 

Superior (3) 

Apr. 24, 

1925 

Apr. 

27, 

1929 


SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER 
Muscivora forficata 


Hastings (2) 

Apr. 28, 1928 

Apr. 29, 1944 


NORTHERN CRESTED FLYCATCHER 



Myiarchus crinitus boreus 


Bladen (2) 

Apr. 4, 1948 

May 19, 1949 

Blue Springs (2) 

May 7, 1949 

May 18, 1947 

Brule (3) 

Apr. 23, 1948 

May 24, 1947 

Fairbury (20) 

Apr. 26, 1934 

May 19, 1925 

Hastings (25) 

Apr. 24, 1932 

May 20, 1948 

Lincoln (16) 

Apr. 29, 1927 

May 16, 1931 

North Platte (4) 

May 16, 1938 

May 30, 1939 

Omaha (21) 

Apr. 28, 1929 

May 30, 1933 

Red Cloud (7) 

Apr. 28, 1935 

May 22, 1941 

Stapleton (5) 

May 3, 1934 

May 26, 1946 

Superior (2) 

May 1, 1927 

May 9, 1925 


EASTERN PHOEBE 
Sayornis phoebe 


Antelope Co. (1) 

May 

15, 1949 



Aurora (1) 

Apr. 

26, 1949 



Bladen (2) 

Mar. 

23, 1948 

Mar. 

25, 1949 

Blue Springs (2) 

Apr. 

20, 1947 



Brule (1) 

May 

7, 1948 



Chadron (1) 

May 

25, 1949 



Crete (1) 

Apr. 

24, 1949 



Fairbury (23) 

Mar. 

9, 1928 

Apr. 

20, 1936 

Hastings (25) 

Feb. 

22, 1926 

Apr. 

14, 1940 

Lincoln (18) 

Mar. 

11, 1926 

May 

9, 1937 

North Platte (5) 

Apr. 

6, 1941 

May 

22, 1949 

Omaha (21) 

Mar. 

18, 1931 

May 

17, 1930 

Red Cloud (15) 

Mar. 

13, 1929 

Apr. 

30, 1926 

Stapleton (9) 

Mar. 

25, 1945 

May 

30, 1947 

Superior (5) 

Mar. 

14, 1927 

Mar. 

20, 1926 


SAY’S PHOEBE 
Sayornis 8. saya 


Bladen (2) 

Apr. 22, 1949 

Apr. 25, 1948 

Brady (2) 

Mar. 20, 1949 

Mar. 24, 1948 

Brule (3) 

Apr. 10, 1947 

Apr. 30, 1948 

Chadron (1) 

May 20, 1949 


Hastings (25) 

Mar. 18, 1945 

Apr. 20, 1925 

North Platte (6) 

Mar. 26, 1947 

Apr. 22, 1937 

Stapleton (10) 

Mar. 31, 1946 

May 16, 1948 
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Crete (1) 

Lincoln (1) 

North Platte (1) 
Omaha (1) 

Red Cloud (3) 


YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax flaviventris 
May 12, 1949 
May 15, 1926 
Apr. 15, 1949 
Apr. 30, 1926 
May 13, 1928 


Aurora (1) 

Brule (1) 

Blue Springs (1) 
Fairbury (7) 
Hastings (4) 
Lincoln (2) 
Omaha (11) 


ACADIAN FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax virescens 

May 11, 1949 
May 11, 1948 
May 2, 1949 
Apr. 17, 1928 
May 5, 1947 
May 4, 1943 
May 8, 1926 


Bladen (1) 

Brule (3) 
Fairbury (9) 
Hastings (20) 
Lincoln (15) 
North Platte (4) 
Omaha (14) 

Red Cloud (6) 
Stapleton (11) 
Superior (1) 


Aurora (1) 
Bladen (1) 

Brule (3) 
Fairbury (12) 
Hastings (23) 
Lincoln (12) 
North Platte (5) 
Omaha (16) 

Red Cloud (12) 
Stapleton (5) 


ALDER FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax t. traillii 

May 19, 1948 
May 11, 1947 
Apr. 30, 1940 
May 1, 1938 
Apr. 25, 1925 
Apr. 23, 1938 
Apr. 7, 1931 
May 8, 1939 
Apr. 19, 1939 
Apr. 29, 1929 

LEAST FLYCATCHER 
Empidonax minimus 

May 3, 1949 
June 24, 1949 
May 3, 1949 
Apr. 16, 1941 
Apr. 23, 1928 
Apr. 28, 1927 
Apr. 23, 1938 
Apr. 29, 1944 
Apr. 18, 1937 
May 3, 1938 


Blue Springs (1) 
Brule (1) 
Fairbury (15) 
Hastings (5) 


WOOD PEWEE 
Myiochanes spp. 

June 1, 1949 
June 1, 1947 
Apr. 30, 1945 
Apr. 17, 1949 


May 22, 1927 


May 13, 1933 
May 16, 1937 
May 20, 1931 
June 30, 1949 


May 30, 1948 
May 22, 1928 
May 28, 1929 
May 26, 1940 
May 25, 1941 
May 31, 1942 
May 22, 1941 
May 20, 1940 


May 9, 1948 
May 19, 1925 
May 28, 1948 
May 17, 1931 
May 22, 1949 
May 21, 1927 
May 18, 1930 
May 12, 1946 


May 19, 1925 
May 22, 1937 
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Lincoln (9) 
North Platte (5) 
Omaha (19) 

Red Cloud (11) 


Hastings (4) 
Lincoln (1) 
Omaha (5) 
Stapleton (4) 


Brule (1) 

North Platte (2) 


Bladen (2) 

Blue Springs (1) 
Fairbury (15) 
Hastings (12) 
Lincoln (6) 
Omaha (11) 

Red Cloud (4) 
Stapleton (4) 
Superior (1) 


Bladen (1) 
Brady (1) 
Chadron (1) 
Fairbury (14) 
Hastings (21) 
Lincoln (14) 
North P.latte (6) 
Omaha (18) 

Red Cloud (13) 
Stapleton (8) 
Superior (4) 


May 5, 1927 
Apr. 20, 1949 
Apr. 13, 1941 
Apr. 16, 1929 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER 
Nuttallomis borealis 

May 5, 1943 
June 1, 1943 
May 7, 1935 
Apr. 6, 1948 

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW 

Tackycineta thalassina lepida 
May 11, 1947 
May 2, 1939 

TREE SWALLOW 
Jridoprocne bicolor 

Apr. 21, 1948 
Apr. 16, 1949 
Apr. 6, 1935 
Apr. 27, 1934 
Apr. 22, 1933 
Apr. 19, 1942 
May 8, 1938 
Apr. 25, 1945 
May 9, 1925 

BANK SWALLOW 
Ripa/ria r. riparia 

May 20, 1949 
May 1, 1949 
May 10, 1949 
Apr. 19, 1931 
Apr. 18, 1934 
Apr. 26, 1933 
Apr. 26, 1939 
Apr. 12, 1927 
Apr. 24, 1938 
Apr. 21, 1940 
Apr. 12, 1927 


Blue Springs (1) 
Brule (3) 

Crete (1) 
Fairbury (17) 
Hastings (19) 


ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW 
Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis 
June 1, 1949 
Apr. 29, 1949 
May 12, 1949 
Apr. 16, 1934 
Apr. 13, 1936 


May 25, 1935 
June 11, 1948 
May 31, 1942 
May 19, 1939 


May 14, 1931 

May 23, 1927 
May 5, 1940 


May 19, 1941 


May 4, 1949 

June 3, 1948 
May 20, 1939 
May 22, 1943 
May 30, 1941 
May 26, 1935 
June 20, 1943 


May 19, 1925 
May 26, 1943 
June 1, 1943 
May 22, 1949 
June 4, 1949 
May 10, 1941 
June 24, 1945 
May 9, 1925 


May 2, 1948 

May 17, 1949 
May 22, 1937 
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Lincoln (12) 
North Platte (7) 
Omaha (19) 

Red Cloud (17) 
Stapleton (4) 
Superior (2) 


Apr. 18, 1925 
Apr. 13, 1941 
Apr. 5, 1949 
Apr. 16, 1927 
Apr. 29, 1939 
Apr. 28, 1929 


May 16, 1931 
May 14, 1937 
May 27, 1931 
May 15, 1940 
June 14, 1938 
May 9, 1925 


BARN SWALLOW 
Hirundo rustica erythrogaster 


Antelope Co. (1) 

Apr. 

23, 1949 




Aurora (1) 

May 

5, 1949 




Bladen (4) 

Apr. 

22, 1946 

May 

8, 

1948 

Blue Springs (1) 

Apr. 

29, 1949 




Brady (2) 

May 

1, 1949 

June 

9, 

1948 

Brule (3) 

Apr. 

26, 1948 

May 

13, 

1947 

Crete (1) 

May 

12, 1949 




Fairbury (22) 

Apr. 

4, 1946 

May 

19, 

1925 

Hastings (25) 

Apr. 

10, 1930 

May 

23, 

1942 

Lincoln (18) 

Apr. 

14, 1947 

May 

16, 

1931 

North Platte (7) 

Apr. 

18, 1938 

May 

6, 

1947 

Omaha (21) 

Apr. 

4, 1949 

May 

19, 

1934 

Red Cloud (17) 

Apr. 

17, 1932 

May 

13, 

1941 

Stapleton (12) 

Apr. 

8, 1949 

May 

18, 

1934 

Superior (3) 

Apr. 

18, 1927 

May 

9, 

1925 


NORTHERN CLIFF 

SWALLOW 





Petrochelidon pyrrhonota albifrons 


Brady (1) 

Apr. 29, 1948 


Brule (3) 

May 11, 1947 

May 22, 1949 

Fairbury (2) 

Apr. 6, 1934 

May 24, 1925 

Hastings (12) 

Apr. 7, 1934 

May 23, 1926 

Lincoln (4) 

Apr. 22, 1933 

May 14, 1926 

North Platte (7) 

Apr. 12, 1947 

May 25, 1937 

Omaha (8) 

Apr. 25, 1942 

June 4, 1949 

Red Cloud (8) 

Apr. 23, 1929 

May 20, 1935 

Stapleton (6) 

May 15, 1937 

May 26, 1946 


PURPLE MARTIN 
Progne s. subis 


Antelope Co. (1) 

May 18, 1949 


Aurora (1) 

Apr. 2, 1949 


Bladen (1) 

June 30, 1949 


Blue Springs (2) 

Apr. 5, 1949 

Apr. 6, 1947 

Brady (1) 

Apr. 29, 1949 


Chadron (1) 

May 10, 1949 


Crete (1) 

May 12, 1949 


Fairbury (22) 

Mar. 2, 1933 

May 19, 1925 

Hastings (23) 

Mar. 22, 1942 

May 23, 1925 

Lincoln (20) 

Mar. 20, 1939 

Apr. 28, 1947 

North Platte (6) 

Apr. 23, 1948 

May 17, 1939 
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Omaha (21) 

Mar. 19, 1932 

Apr. 25, 1948 

Red Cloud (15) 

Mar. 25, 1932 

Apr. 27, 1939 

Stapleton (6) 

May 7, 1938 

June 2, 1934 

Superior (5) 

Mar. 24, 1932 

BLUE JAY 

Cyanocitta cristata 

Apr. 11, 1929 

Antelope Co. (1) 

Apr. 23, 1949 


Aurora (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 


Bladen (4) 

Apr. 5, 1947 

Apr. 25, 1949 

Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 1, 1949 


Brady (2) 

Apr. 29, 1948 

May 1, 1949 

Brule (3) 

Feb. 28, 1947 

Apr. 28, 1949 

Chadron (1) 

May 15, 1949 


Crete (1) 

Jan. 2, 1949 


Fairbury (19) 

Jan. 1, 1943 

May 15, 1942 

Hastings (23) 

Jan. 1, 1931 

May 16, 1930 

Lincoln (14) 

Jan. 1, 1929 

May 16, 1931 

North Platte (6) 

Jan. 1, 1939 

Apr. 27, 1941 

Omaha (15) 

Jan. 1, 1927 

Apr. 10, 1948 

Red Cloud (15) 

Apr. 19, 1930 

May 4, 1937 

Stapleton (12) 

Jan. 2, 1946 

May 4, 1947 

Superior (2) 

Apr. 16, 1927 

LONG-CRESTED JAY 
Cyanocitta stelleri diademata 

Apr. 24, 1929 

Brule (1) 

Apr. 28, 1947 


North Platte (2) 

Jan. 1, 1947 

AMERICAN MAGPIE 

Pica pica hudsonia 

Apr. 20, 1949 

Antelope Co. (1) 

Feb. 15, 1949 


Bladen (4) 

Jan. 1, 1949 

Jan. 31, 1947 

Brady (2) 

Jan. 1, 1948 


Brule (3) 

Jan. 1, 1947 


Chadron (1) 

Jan. 30, 1949 


Fairbury (9) 

Jan. 1, 1943 

Mar. 20, 1936 

Hastings (11) 

Feb. 4, 1947 

May 22, 1937 

Lincoln (1) 

Jan. 1, 1936 


Omaha (4) 

Feb. 13, 1937 

June 18, 1935 

North Platte (7) 

Jan. 1, 1941 

Apr. 3, 1949 

Red Cloud (4) 

Jan. 25, 1942 

May 30, 1937 

Stapleton (9) 

Jan. 1, 1939 

Mar. 16, 1934 


AMERICAN RAVEN 
Corvus corax sinuatus 

Omaha (1) Apr. 25, 1929 

WHITE-NECKED RAVEN 
Corvus cryptoleucus 

Jan. 1, 1949 


Brule (1) 
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Hastings (1) 
North Platte (1) 


May 9, 1942 
June 6, 1949 

CROW 

Corvus b. brachyrhynchos 


Antelope Co. (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 




Bladen (3) 

Jan. 

1, 1947 




Blue Springs (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 




Brady (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 




Brule (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1947 




Chadron (2) 

Jan. 

2, 1947 

Apr. 

10, 

1949 

Crete (1) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 




Fairbury (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1943 

Jan. 

2, 

1941 

Hastings (6) 

Jan. 

1, 1944 

Feb. 

28, 

1943 

Lincoln (4) 

Jan. 

1, 1947 

Jan. 

15, 

1943 

North Platte (4) 

Jan. 

10, 1949 

Feb. 

9, 

1947 

Omaha (8) 

Jan. 

1, 1943 

Jan. 

4, 

1942 

Red Cloud (2) 

Jan. 

1, 1941 

Jan. 

10, 

1942 

Stapelton (5) 

Jan. 

1, 1949 

Jan. 

9, 

1945 


Chadron (1) 
Fairbury (3) 
Red Cloud (3) 
Stapleton (1) 
Superior (1) 
430 Ivy Avenue 
Crete, Nebraska 


PINYON JAY 
Cyanocephalus cyanocephalus 
Jan. 1, 1949 
Feb. 6, 1931 
Feb. 13, 1940 
May 8, 1946 
Mar. 26, 1929 


Mar. 17, 1935 
May 10, 1941 


A Consideration of Yellow-Bellied Sapsuckers 
As Winter Residents in Nebraska 

Mary Louise Hanson 

The stimulus for this paper was supplied by Eugene N. Anderson, Jr., 
an enthusiastic 14-year old member of our Audubon Naturalists’ Club here 
in Lincoln. On January second, during a lull in the Christmas Bird Count, 
Gene related that he had had a fine chance to observe a yellow-bellied sap- 
sucker because one was in his neighborhood this winter. To our surprised 
inquiries he insisted politely, but firmly, that it was a yellow-bellied' sap- 
sucker. We advised him to check the bird carefully, since we understood 
that it only migrated across Nebraska. Just then a “counter” for the list 
appeared and the yellow-bellied sapsucker was forgotten. 

But only temporarily! After the January eighteenth Audubon Natural¬ 
ists’ Club meeting, Gene told me that he had carefully checked the bird 
with the description in Peterson, and now he was sure that it was a yellow- 
bellied sapsucker. This time my curiosity was aroused, and I asked Gene 
to call me the next time he found it—so I could see it, too. (After all, I 
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bad considered myself lucky to have seen two—my first two—just last 
spring during the migration.) 

Two days later when Gene called, it was inconvenient for me to go; 
but near sunset the following Sunday I donned my boots, grabbed my 
glasses and my trusty Peterson, and left immediately for Gene’s home. 
Losing no time, we soon arrived at a small group of box elder trees across 
the street from his home, but at a corner inside the Lincoln Country Club 
fence. Gene raised his hand and pointed at a bird less than four feet 
above my head. It was huddled in a shallow, longitudinal depression on 
the east side of the tree, sleeping with its head against its breast. We 
looked for a few minutes (a stinging north wind bade us hurry); I re¬ 
checked Peterson and nodded. I wanted to see the throat, so Gene tapped 
the base of the tree gently. The bird raised its head, but did not fly. I 
left congratulating Gene on his observation and thanking him for his 
perseverence in spite of our skepticism. There was no doubt about it. The 
red throat combined with other characteristics identified our bird as a male 
yellow-bellied sapsucker ( Sphyrapims varius varius). It had been in the 
vicinity all autumn and winter, roosting often, but not always, in the same 
tree. 

Later that same week I reported this incident at University Place Bird 
Club. Mrs. O. E. Jerner smiled at my excitement and told us that she had 
had two yellow-bellied sapsuckers visiting her feeder regularly all winter. 
She further reported that they were noisy and quite fearless, flying very 
near her to reach the feeder. They ate no seeds, but attacked the suet with 
vigor. 

That made three winter residents within the city limits of Lincoln, 
Nebraska—that we knew of! I began to doubt my notion that yellow- 
bellied sapsuckers were particularly rare as winter residents, so I went to 
the authorities. 

(1) From Check-List of the Birds of Nebraska: “An uncommon migrant 

along the Missouri River, rare farther west in the State. It has 
been noted in Nebraska during the breeding season, but its nesting 
in the State has not been reported.” 

(2) From Iowa Distributional Check-List: A migrant in northwestern 

Iowa; a migrant-summer resident (indicating only isolated nestings 
have been reported) in west-central Iowa; and no reports from south¬ 
western Iowa. 

(3) Birds of Minnesota: “Winters from Iowa, Michigan and Massachusetts 

south to the Gulf coast, Bahamas, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, western 
Mexico, and western Panama. Casual or accidental in Wyoming, 
eastern Colorado, Greenland, Bermuda, and St. Croix.” 

(4) Coues: “Eastern North America . . . west to Dakota; south into Central 

America and the West Indies.” 

(5) Birds of America: “. . . wintering from Pennsylvania, Ohio valley, etc. 

southward (occasionally farther northward), migrating southward 
over greater part of Mexico and Central America; also in winter to 
the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica, and the Bermudas; accidental in 
Greenland and casual in eastern Wyoming and eastern Colorado.” 

(6) Birds in Kansas: “Winters from Wisconsin, Iowa and Massachusetts 

south to West Indies and Central America. The yellow-bellied sap- 
sucker is generally considered a rare fall and spring migrant in 
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Kansas, but it may be seen at any time between October and middle 
April.” 

(7) Audubon Guide: “Winters from southern New Jersey, southern Ohio, 

Kansas, and southern British Columbia south to West Indies and 
Central America.” 

(8) Bent: “Winter range extends north to . . . central Arizona (Oak Creek) ; 

southern New Mexico (Silver City); Kansas (Wichita, Topeka, and 
Bendena); Missouri (Lexington and Nelson) . . . Early dates of 
arrival are . . . Nebraska: Omaha, April 14 . . . Late dates of fall 
departure: Nebraska, October 4 . . 

(9) Peterson: “Winters from Gulf of Mexico to Wisconsin, Michigan, and 

southern New England (occasionally).” 

(10) Howell (1952) : “In winter it occurs in a variety of forest associations 

from latitude 40° (the Kansas-Nebraska boundary) south to Panama 
and the Greater Antilles. It is accidental in Greenland, Bermuda, 
Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, and California.” 

(11) Howell (1953) : A map showing approximate winter range for 
Sphyrapicus v. varius indicates a northwestern boundary across north¬ 
ern Missouri and south through Kansas City and a little west of 
Independence, Kansas. 

It is further shown that a study of the subspecies of Sphyrapicus 
establishes that there is an inverse correlation between the intensity 
of pigmentation and the migratory tendency; that S. v. varius has 
the least color and migrates farthest; and that since the female is 
less pigmented than the male, it might be expected to migrate far¬ 
ther than the male. A survey of museum collections tends to sub¬ 
stantiate this supposition—a greater number of males were collected 
in the northern part of the winter range, while more females were 
collected at the periphery of the range. 

From these references, then, we can summarize as follows: as far as 
Nebraska is concerned, the yellow-bellied sapsucker is not to be expected 
during the winter; but if one were to be seen, it most .likely would be in 
the southeastern part of the State and it probably would be a male. 

Now from the records, yellow-bellied sapsuckers have been reported 
(one bird unless otherwise indicated) as follows: 

(1) Nebraska Bird Review: Jan. 3, 1925, Lincoln; Dec. 30, 1934, Omaha; 

Jan. 1, 1935, Omaha; Dec. 1, 1947, Fairbury; Jan. 1, 1949, Lincoln. 

(2) Iowa Bird Life: Dec. 20, 1953, Sioux City; Dec. 1945, Des Moines; Dec. 

1948, Ottumwa; Dec. 1949, Cedar Rapids; Dec. 1953, Tama; Dec. 
1939 (4), Dec. 1940 (4), Dec. 1943 (4), 1944 (3), 1946 (4), 1947, 1953, 
Dubuque. 

(3) Christmas Bird Census reports from Bird Lore, Audubon Magazine 

(Section II), and Audubon Field Notes (including all reports from 
Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas except the 42nd through the 44th censuses 
which were not available in any Lincoln library) : 

Nebraska. Dec. 25, 1950, Fullerton; Dec. 28, 1952, Beatrice; Dec. 
27, 1953, Blue Springs. 

Iowa. 1926-27, Iowa City; 1940-41 (5), 1944-45 (3), 1946-47 (4), 
1947-48, 1953-54, Dubuque; 1953-54, Sioux City. 

Kansas. 1914-15, Wichita; 1915-16, 1922-23, Kansas City; 1919-20, 
1920-21, 1949-50, 1951-52 (2), 1953-54, Topeka; 1938-39 (4), 
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Salina; 1946-47 (2), 1947-48, 1948-49, 1950-51, (2), 1952-53, 
Baldwin; 1946-47, Clearwater; 1951-52 (3), 1952-53 (4), Law¬ 
rence; 1952-53; Ottawa; 1953-54, Linn County; 1953-54 (4), Man¬ 
hattan. 

From these data we may conclude that the yellow-bellied sapsucker may 
be classified as a rare winter visitor in the eastern third of Nebraska, more 
likely to be observed in the southern half of this area (not forgetting Fuller¬ 
ton and Sioux City). Certainly we should be on the alert for it during winter, 
as well as spring and fall, field trips. 

(A footnote: The bird found by Gene Anderson was still in his neigh¬ 
borhood on March 15th, although the two visiting Mrs. Jerner’s feeder 
have not been seen since about February 10th.) 
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General Notes 

SPRING FIELD DAY, 1954, AT LINCOLN.—The Spring Field Day list for 
Lincoln was inadvertently omitted from the compiled report ( Nebr . Bird 
Review , 22, 1954:37) and is represented here. The list was recorded by mem¬ 
bers of the Audubon’s Naturalists’ Club. The number of each species seen 
is indicated in parentheses if the number was greater than one. Common 
Loon, Pied-billed Grebe (3), Green-winged Teal (10), Blue-winged Teal 
(113), Shoveller (72), Lesser Scaup Duck (12), Marsh Hawk (3), Osprey, 
Pheasant (5), American Coot (13), Killdeer (11), Golden Plover (4), Ruddy 
Turnstone (2), Wilson’s Snipe (12), Upland Plover, Greater Yellow-legs 
(4), Lesser Yellow-legs (75), Pectoral Sandpiper (25), White-rumped Sand¬ 
piper (2), Baird’s Sandpiper (18), Least Sandpiper (3), Stilt Sandpiper, 
Wilson’s Phalarope (13), Franklin’s Gull (188), Forster’s Tern (3), Black 
Tern (4), Mourning Dove (79), Kingfisher (2), Flicker (7), Red-headed 
Woodpecker (3), Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker (5), Phoebe (3), 
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Horned Lark (3), Rough-winged Swallow (17), Barn Swallow (27), Blue 
Jay (16), Crow (6), Chickadee (7), Tufted Titmous (3), House Wren (16), 
Brown Thrasher (10), Robin (40), Olive-backed Thrush (4), Gray-cheeked 
Thrush, Eastern Bluebird, Shrike, Starling (22), Warbling Vireo, Yellow 
Warbler, Myrtle Warhler (26), Yellow-throat (2), English Sparrow (60), 
Eastern Meadowlark (12), Western Meadowlark (36), Yellow-headed Black¬ 
bird (6), Red-wing (220), Baltimore Oriole, Brewer’s Blackbird (3), Bronzed 
Grackle (several hundred), Cowbird (36), Cardinal (6), Rose-breasted Gros¬ 
beak (2), Goldfinch (13), Red-eyed Towhee (2), Savannah Sparrow (2), 
Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Harris’s Sparrow (17), White- 
crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow (15). 

SNOWY OWL AT STAPLETON.—On January 19, 1954, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Kramer observed a large, apparently entirely white, owl perched 
on a post. It flew away at once into a nearby field. On the same day Johnny 
Kramer, who lives on an adjoining farm, saw what he thought was a chunk 
of snow on a snowdrift. When he approached nearer he discovered it to be 
a large white owl. He reported that the owl was all white except that there 
were small dark spots on the feathers. These observations w r ere both thought 
to be of the same owl. All observers were impressed by the .large size of the 
bird and the great wing spread. The accurate descriptions given leave no 
doubt that a Snowy Owl ( Nyctea nyctea) had been observed. The Kramers 
live about six miles southwest of Stapleton. —Earl W. Glandon, Stapleton , 
Nebraska. 

FALL MIGRATION NOTES FROM LOGAN COUNTY.—On September 
19, 1954, 31 Avocets were observed feeding in a large but shallow lagoon 
about 12 miles northeast of Stapleton. Only a few individuals of this species 
had been observed previously at one time. 

A male White-winged Crossbill was observed feeding on a sunflower 
head, two miles northwest of Stapleton, November 7th. The observation was 
made from a distance of only a few yards over a period of several minutes. 
This species is new of record in the Stapleton area.— Earl W. Glandon , Staple- 
ton,, Nebraska. 


The Fifty-Fourth Annual Meeting 

Sioux City, Iowa, May 14-15, 1955 

This year we are having a joint meeting with the Iowa Ornithologists’ 
Union and the South Dakota Ornitholigists' Union. This is the fourth meet¬ 
ing we will have held in Sioux City. 

The Mayfair Hotel will be the headquarters for the meetings. Registra¬ 
tion will begin at 9:00 A.M. on Saturday morning, May 14. Paper reading 
sessions will occupy Saturday morning and afternoon. At 4:00 P.M. we will 
hold our own annual business meeting. 

Sunday, May 15, will be devoted to field trips. Groups will go into 
Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska. 

For those that arrive on Friday evening, Sioux City Bird Club cordially 
invites the N.O.U. members to attend the Audubon lecture by Dr. Sewell 
Pettingill. 
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Book Reviews 

THE BIOLOGY OF BIRDS. Harry W. Hann. For sale by Ulrich’s Book 
Store, 549 East University Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 1953: 153 pp. -f 
10 pp. illustrations. $2.50. 

Every bird watcher should know something of the biology of the animals 
he is observing. This small volume, which was specifically designed for begin¬ 
ning college classes in ornithology and amateur ornithologists, offers an 
inexpensive source of briefly presented, comprehensive material, including 
such items as morphology, bird flight, the breeding cycle, banding, distribu¬ 
tion, conservation, and attraction. The off-set printing is excellently done. 
The writing is not done in the popular style, but closely resembles a college 
outline series which presents the maximum information with a minimum of 
elaboration. For this reason the reviewer believes that a list of suggested 
readings in addition to the documented bibliography would be of help to the 
amateur ornithologist. JLCR. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO ORNITHOLOGY. George J. Wallace. The Mac¬ 
millan Company, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York 11, New York. January 25, 
1955: 443 pp. Frequent illustrations; well indexed. $8.00. 

This book, treating the biology of birds, is more expensive than the 
previous one, but more worthwhile, particularly to the amateur ornitholigist 
with limited library facilities, because it includes more detail. Moreover, 
there are references to supplementary reading at the end of each chapter as 
well as cited references to the literature at the end of the book. Because this 
book was also designed as an introductory text for college ornithology classes, 
it has a distinct textbook style. However, it should be easily read by amateurs 
who desire a reliable source of information on all aspects of ornithology, 
even by those with no formal training in biology. Sections include treat¬ 
ments of history, morphology, physiology, annual cycle, migration, distribu¬ 
tion, food habits, fossils, methods of study, and a list of organizations and 
journals. JLCR. 

AVIAN PHYSIOLOGY. Paul D. Sturkie. Comstock Publishing Associates, a 
Division of Cornell University Press, Ithaca, New York. January 15, 1954: 
423 pp. $6.00. 

This volume, although intended for teachers, students, and research 
workers in poultry science and veterinary medicine, should be of value to 
the more serious ornithologist, dealing as it does with the specialized physr 
ology of birds. It is based largely on the physiology of the chicken, duck, 
and pigeon, because most research has been done on these species of economic 
importance to man. References are given at the end of each chapter. It is 
well indexed and contains frequent tables and illustrations. The material 
discussed includes blood composition, mechanics of blood circulation, respira¬ 
tion, regulation of body temperature, factors affecting metabolism in birds, 
seasonal rhythms, digestion, carbohydrate metabolism, the structure and 
function of the special senses, and reproduction. There are five chapters 
devoted to the ductless glands and the effects of their hormones. JLCR. 
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The President's Page 

The Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union is now entering its 56th year. We are 
one of the oldest state bird organizations in the United States and we are still 
growing and striving toward greener fields. 

There are many problems facing us. First, there is the membership. We 
need more members. In 1901 we had 103 members; in 1955 we have 175. 
Nebraska has more than doubled in population since 1901, yet our organiza¬ 
tion has only increased 60 percent. Today when bird study is the number one 
out-door hobby of America, the N.O.U. should have a membership of over 200. 
Have you done your part by getting a new member? Remember this is your 
organization and it can only grow with your help. 

Your executive committee hopes to be able to present to you a new, modern, 
up-to-date constitution. Our present constitution was written in 1899 and has 
never undergone a complete revision. It is also hoped that the N.O.U. can 
become incorporated as this will put our organization on a firm legal basis. 

The check-list committee is hard at work and we will have a nearly complete 
manuscript to show at the 1956 meeting. 

In this issue you will find a brief outline on what we need to know about 
the Dickcissel. I hope everyone will try to answer some of these questions 
and thus help increase our knowledge of the Dickcissel. 

Here’s to a summer of good birding! 

Bill Rapp 


WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE DICKCISSEL 

The executive committee of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union picked the 
Dickcissel ( Spiza americana ) as the research problem for 1955-56. Here are 
some of the things you should watch for: 

I. Arrival of Migrants in Spring 

A. Do both sexes arrive at the same time? 

B. Do the resident birds arrive at the same time as the transient birds? 

C. Over how long a period of time do migrants arrive? 

II. Territory 

A. What is the average size of a territory? 

B. Do male and female both roost in the territory? 

III. Pair Formation 

A. How soon after arrival does pair formation take place? 

B. Does the male have more than one female? 

IV. Nest Building 

A. Which sex selects the nesting site? 

B. Do both sexes build the nest? 

C. Are all pairs of Dickcissels building nests at the same time? 

D. How many nests are built per season? 

V. Egg laying and Incubation 
A. When is the first egg laid? 
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B. At what hour of the day are eggs laid? 

C. What is the average number of eggs in a clutch? The maximum? The 
minimum? 

D. When does the female begin to incubate? 

E. How long does it take the eggs to hatch? 

F. Do both sexes brood the eggs? 

G. How much time per day is spent in brooding the eggs? 

H. How much do the eggs weigh? 

VI. Care and Feeding of Nestlings 

A. What percentage of the pairs hatch their first set of eggs? 

B. How often do the parents bring food to the nest? 

C. When do feathers start to develop? 

D. Where do the parents forage for food? 

VII. Abandonment of the Nest 

A. When do the young leave the nest? 

B. Do they scatter for the first day? 

C. Do the parents remain together after the young have left the nest? 

VIII. Leaving of Birds in the Fall 

A. Do they leave all at once? 

B. Is there a fall increase in population due to migrants from the north? 

C. Does weather seem to be an important factor in fall migration? 

D. How late in the fall do they stay? 

These are only a few of the many questions for which answers are needed. 
The Dickcissel is a very abundant bird in Nebraska and perhaps you can 
contribute to our knowledge by being able to answer some of these questions. 

Bill Rapp 
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Meetings and Reports 

THE PIFTY-POUETH ANNUAL MEETING.—The Fifty-fourth Annual 
meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union and Third Tri-State Ornitholo¬ 
gists’ Convention was held in Sioux City, Iowa, at the Mayfair Hotel, May 14- 
15, 1955. Hosts were the Iowa Ornithologists’ Union and Sioux City Bird Club. 
The South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union was the third group participating. 
The following papers were presented Saturday, May 14: 

Some Experiences with Grackles—Dr. John C. W. Bliese, Kearney 
Preliminary Notes on the Nesting of the Pine Siskin in Eastern South 
Dakota—Dr. Herbert Krause, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

How the Amateur can Contribute to Ornithological Sciences—William F. 
Rapp, Jr., Crete 

Some Experiences with Birds in the Falkland Islands—Dr. 0. S. Pettingill, 
Jr., Wayne, Maine 

Winter Bird Observations near Brookings, South Dakota—Dr. Gerald B. 
Spawn, Brookings, South Dakota 

The Present Status of the Pinnated and Ruffed Grouse in Iowa—Elden B. 
Stempel, Des Moines, Iowa 

Nests, Nestlings and Parent Birds (Colored Slides)—Willis Hall, Yankton, 
South Dakota 

Wild Flowers of South Dakota (Colored Slides)—Melvin Wheeler, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota 

Birds Through Pictures—C. G. Pritchard, Lincoln 

The dinner speaker was Dr. Ira N. Gabrielson, President of the Wildlife 
Management Institute of Washington, D. C. His main plea was to keep wild¬ 
life areas in the present form and not allowing them to be destroyed by water 
held back by dams. 

Pictures were displayed by Mr. Pritchard and study skins were exhibited by 
W. R. Felton, Jr., of Jefferson, South Dakota. 

BUSINESS MEETING.—At the N. 0. U. business meeting Mrs. Florence 
Patton, Treasurer, reported a total of $721.00, and a membership of 155 
divided as follows: 116 active, 23 sustaining, 7 life, and 9 honorary members. 

The following committees were appointed by President W. E. Eigsti: 
Auditing, Warren Chase and Burton Nelson; Resolutions, Mrs. Earle Lion- 
berger and Lloyd Seabury; and Nominations, Vera Maunder and Mrs. Paul 
Heineman. Officers for the coming year are: 

President: William F. Rapp, Jr., Crete 
Vice President: Henry Sather, Lincoln 
Secretary: Mrs. John Lueshen, Wisner 
Treasurer: Mrs. 0. W. Ritchey, Hastings 
Editor: Doris Gates, Chadron 
Custodian: Mary Lou Hanson, Lincoln 

Mrs. Lueshen and others were commended for their part in the Tri-State pro¬ 
gram and work of the past year. 

W. E. Eigsti was appointed Publicity Chairman by President W. F. Rapp. 
The group decided upon Kearney for the 1956 Annual Meeting. Dr. J. C. W. 
Bliese of the Nebraska State Teachers College of Kearney was appointed local 
chairman. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.—Since the year officially begins 
with January 1, the Treasurer’s Book should be audited in January and the 
report printed in the April Issue of the Review. The need for such a move was 
explained by Mrs. Florence Patton who has been treasurer for several years. 
The group also decided that each membership dollar should be divided as 
follows: 80tf for the Review , 5tf for the check list, 5# for the library, and 104 
for general expenses. 

ANNUAL FIELD DAY, 1955.—The field day held Sunday morning began 
at 5:00 and 7:00. There were several groups and they were divided so that ad¬ 
jacent parts of the three states were covered. The composite list having a total 
of 123 kinds follows: Pied-billed Grebe, White Pelican, Double-crested Cormor¬ 
ant, Great Blue Heron, American Egret, Eastern Green Heron, Mallard, Pin¬ 
tail, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Gadwall, Baldpate, Shoveller, Wood 
Duck, Redhead, Canvas-back, Scaup, Western Turkey Vulture, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Sparrow Hawk, Bob-white, Pheasant, Sora, Coot, Kill- 
deer, Wilson’s Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater Yellow- 
legs, Lesser Yellow-legs, Pectoral Sandpiper, Baird’s Sandpiper, Stilt Sand¬ 
piper, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Hudsonian Godwit, Wilson’s Phalarope, For¬ 
ester’s Tern, Least Tern, Black Tern, Mourning Dove, Horned Owl, Night- 
hawk, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Eastern Belted King¬ 
fisher, Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Downy 
Woodpecker, Eastern Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Crested Flycatcher, 
Eastern Phoebe, Least Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, Horned Lark 
Tree Swallow, Bank Swallow, Rough-winged Swallow, Barn Swallow, Cliff 
Swallow, Purple Martin, Blue Jay, Crow, Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Mockingbird, Catbird, Brown Thrasher, 
Robin, Wood Thrush, Olive-backed Thrush, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Eastern 
Bluebird, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Mirgant Shrike, Starling, 
Bell’s Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Tennessee 
Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Ovenbird, Northern Water- 
Thrush, Blue-winged Warbler, Yellow-throat, Chat, Wilson’s Warbler, Ameri¬ 
can Redstart, English Sparrow, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Western Mea¬ 
dowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red-wing, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 
Bronzed Grackle, Cowbird, Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, 
Dickcissel, Pine Siskin, Goldfinch, Red-eyed Towhee, Savannah Sparrow, 
Grasshopper Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, 
Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 


Greetings 

The honor of becoming Editor of the Nebraska Bird Review is a challenging 
one. The hope is that the high standard of the Magazine can be maintained 
and improvements can be made. The purpose is to record and distribute infor¬ 
mation which you, the members, gather; and to stimulate members not only to 
make observations but to report them. Let us work together to make our ac¬ 
counts accurate, and yet let us not deny the unusual which is true.— Doris 
Gates, Nebraska State Teachers College, Chadron, Nebraska. 
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Spring Field Day 1955 

The annual spring field day was held either May 7 or 8. The following 
people took part in their respective areas: Alexandria, W. J. Chase reporting; 
Antelope County, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Seabury and Ann, Mrs. George Sea- 
bury; Crete, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Rapp, Jr.; North Platte, Tout Bird Club of 
North Platte; Scotts Bluff County, Nature Lovers’ Club; and Superior, Mar¬ 
ian Day and Mrs. Earle Lionberger. Other Spring Field Day lists will appear 
in a later issue. 

GREBES, PELICANS, and CORMORANTS 
HORNED GREBE, Scotts Bluff (1). EARED GREBE, Alexandria; Ante¬ 
lope (2), North Platte (4); Scotts Bluff (7). WESTERN GREBE, Scotts 
Bluff (20). PIED-BILLED GREBE, Alexandria; Antelope (3). WHITE PEL¬ 
ICAN, Alexandria. DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT, Alexandria; North 
Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (35). 

HERONS and BITTERNS 

GREAT BLUE HERON, Alexandria; North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (5). 
EASTERN GREEN HERON, Alexandria; Antelope (2); North Platte (2). 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON, Alexandria. AMERICAN BITTERN, 
Antelope (4); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (2). 

DUCKS and GEESE 

MALLARD, Antelope (1); North Platte (7); Scotts Bluff (11). BLUE¬ 
WINGED TEAL, Alexandria; Antelope (28); Crete (2); North Platte (18); 
Scotts Bluff (26); Superior. GADWALL, Alexandria; Antelope (2); Scotts 
Bluff (2). BALDPATE, Alexandria; Antelope (6); North Platte (4). 
SHOVELLER, Alexandria; Antelope (5); North Platte (28); Scotts Bluff 
(18). REDHEAD, Antelope (1); North Platte (2). CANVAS-BACK, North 
Platte (2). LESSER SCAUP DUCK, Alexandria; Antelope (4); North 
Platte (20). BUFFLE-HEAD, Antelope (2). RUDDY DUCK, Alexandria; 
Antelope (8); North Platte (5). 

HAWKS and EAGLES 

RED-TAILED HAWK, Scotts Bluff (3), SWAINSON’S HAWK, Alexan¬ 
dria; Antelope (1). AMERICAN ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK, North Platte. 
MARSH HAWK, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (2); 
Superior. OSPREY, Alexandria. PRAIRIE FALCON, Scotts Bluff (1). 
SPARROW HAWK, Antelope (3); North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (11); 
Superior. 

GROUSE, QUAILS, and PHEASANTS 
GREATER PRAIRIE CHICKEN, Antelope (1); North Platte. BOB- 
WHITE, Alexandria; Antelope (6); Scotts Bluff (3). PHEASANT, Alex¬ 
andria; Antelope (7); Crete (1); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (37). 

SHOREBIRDS 

SANDHILL CRANE, Scotts Bluff (30). SORA, Alexandria; Antelope (1). 
AMERICAN COOT, Alexandria; Antelope (32); Crete (18); North Platte 
(3); Scotts Bluff (15); Superior. SNOWY PLOVER, Antelope (1). KILL- 
DEER, Alexandria; Antelope (5) ; Crete (3); North Platte (9); Scotts Bluff 



Nebraska Bird Review 


55 


(20); Superior. LONG-BILLED CURLEW, North Platte (2). UPLAND 
PLOVER, Antelope (9); North Platte (6). SPOTTED SANDPIPER, Alex¬ 
andria; Antelope (3); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff. SOLITARY SAND¬ 
PIPER, Antelope (2). WESTERN WILLET, North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff 
(32). GREATER YELLOW-LEGS, Antelope (1); North Platte (2). LESSER 
YELLOW-LEGS, Alexandria; Antelope (19); Superior. PECTORAL SAND¬ 
PIPER, Alexandria; Antelope (1); Crete (8). BAIRD’S SANDPIPER, Alex¬ 
andria; Antelope (32); North Platte (2). LEAST SANDPIPER, Antelope 
(1); Superior. DOWITCHER, Antelope (1); Crete (2); North Platte (3). 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, Antelope (4). MARBLED GODWIT, Alex¬ 
andria; North Platte (6). SANDERLING, Alexandria. AVOCET, North 
Platte (8); Scotts Bluff (6). WILSON’S PHALAROPE, Antelope (28); 
North Platte (4); Scotts Bluff (72). RING-BILLED GULL, Alexandria; 
North Platte (8). FRANKLIN’S GULL, Alexandria; Antelope (88); Crete 
(10); North Platte (8); Scotts Bluff (44); Superior. FORESTER’S TERN, 
North Platte (8). COMMON TERN, Scotts Bluff (20). BLACK TERN, 
Alexandria. 

DOVES 

WESTERN MOURNING DOVE, Alexandria; Antelope (120); Crete (26); 
North Platte (27); Scotts Bluff (316); Superior. 

OWLS 

HORNED OWL, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (1). WESTERN BURROW¬ 
ING OWL, North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (1). 

SWIFTS and KINGFISHERS 

CHIMNEY SWIFT, Alexandria; Crete (6); Superior. EASTERN KING¬ 
FISHER, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (4). 

WOODPECKERS 

FLICKER, Alexandria; Antelope (34); North Platte (2); Superior. RED- 
SHAFTED FLICKER, Scotts Bluff (14). RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, 
Alexandria; Superior. RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, Alexandria; Ante¬ 
lope (24); Crete (5); Superior. HAIRY WOODPECKER, Antedope (1); 
Scotts Bluff (2). DOWNY WOODPECKER, Alexandria; Antelope (2); 
Scotts Bluff (4); Superior. 

FLYCATCHERS and LARKS 

EASTERN KINGBIRD, Alexandria; Antelope (25); Crete (4); Scotts 
Bluff (1); Superior. WESTERN KINGBIRD, Alexandria; Antelope (21); 
Crete (2); North Platte (3); Scotts Bluff (3); Superior. CRESTED FLY¬ 
CATCHER, Alexandria; Antelope (1). EASTERN PHOEBE, Alexandria; 
Antelope (3) ; Scotts Bluff (1) ; Superior. SAY’S PHOEBE, Scotts Bluff (1). 
LEAST FLYCATCHER, Alexandria. HORNED LARK, Alexandria; Ante¬ 
lope (5); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (49). 

SWALLOWS 

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW, Scotts Bluff (10). BANK SWALLOW, 
Alexandria; North Platte; Scotts Bluff (7). ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, 
Antelope (15); Crete (5); North Platte (3). BARN SWALLOW, Alexandria; 
Antelope (17) ; Crete (4) ; North Platte (14) ; Scotts Bluff (39) ; Superior. 
CLIFF SWALLOW, Antelope (8); North Platte (1). PURPLE MARTIN, 
Alexandria; Superior. 
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CROWS and JAYS 

BLUE JAY, Alexandria; Antelope (69); Crete (17); North Platte (8); 
Scotts Bluff (19); Superior. MAGPIE, Antelope (1); Scotts Bluff (59). 
CROW, Alexandria; Antelope (27); Crete (6); North Platte (5); Scotts Bluff 
(17); Superior. 

TITMICE and NUTHATCHES 

CHICKADEE, Alexandria; Antelope (7); Crete (7); Scotts Bluff (23); 
Superior. TUFTED TITMOUSE, Alexandria. 

WRENS 

HOUSE WREN, Alexandria; Antelope (13); Crete (10); North Platte; 
Scotts Bluff (13); Superior. BEWICK’S WREN, Alexandria. ROCK WREN, 
Scotts Bluff (1). 

MOCKINGBIRDS and THRASHERS 

MOCKINGBIRD, Alexandria. CATBIRD, Alexandria; Superior. BROWN 
THRASHER, Alexandria; Antelope (33); Crete (10); North Platte (4); 
Scotts Bluff (30); Superior. 

THRUSHES 

ROBIN, Alexandria; Antelope (70); Crete (15); North Platte (8); Scotts 
Bluff (48) ; Superior. OLIVE-BACKED THRUSH, Antelope (3); North 
Platte; Scotts Bluff (3); Superior. GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH, Alexandria; 
Antelope (2). EASTERN BLUEBIRD, Antelope (7). MOUNTAIN BLUE¬ 
BIRD, Scotts Bluff (1). 

GNATCATCHERS and WAXWINGS 

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Alexandria. CEDAR WAX WING, Ante¬ 
lope (25). 

SHRIKES and STARLINGS 

NORTHERN SHRIKE, Alexandria. MIGRANT SHRIKE, Antelope (5); 
Crete (2); Scotts Bluff (1). WHITE-RUMPED SHRIKE, North Platte. 
STARLING, Alexandria; Antelope (30); Crete (5); North Platte (45); Scotts 
Bluff (37) ; Superior. 

VIREOS 

WARBLING VIREO, Alexandria; North Platte (3). 

WARBLERS 

YELLOW WARBLER, Alexandria; North Platte; Scotts Bluff (2); Super¬ 
ior. MYRTLE WARBLER, Antelope (2). AUDUBON’S WARBLER, Scotts 
Bluff (7). BLACK-POLL WARBLER, North Platte (1). OVENBIRD, 
Superior. NORTHERN WATER-THRUSH, Antelope (1). YELLOW- 
THROAT, Alexandria; Antelope (2); Crete (2) ; Scotts Bluff (2). 

WEAVER FINCHES 

ENGLISH SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (75); Crete (46); North 
Platte (2) ; Scotts Bluff (500) ; Superior. 

BLACKBIRDS and TANAGERS 

EASTERN MEADOWLARK, Crete (4). MEADOWLARK, Alexandria; 
Antelope (89); Crete (15); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (156); Superior. 
YELLOW HEADED BLACKBIRD, Alexandria: Antelope (1); Crete (5); 
North Platte (12); Scotts Bluff (8); Superior. RED-WING, Alexandria; 
Antelope (2000); Crete (33); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (108); Superior. 
ORCHARD ORIOLE, Alexandria; Antelope (1); Crete (1). BALTIMORE 
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ORIOLE, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte (1); Superior. BUL¬ 
LOCK’S ORIOLE, Alexandria; Scotts Bluff (1). BREWER’S BLACKBIRD, 
Scotts Bluff (22). BRONZED GRACKLE, Alexandria; Antelope (68); Crete 
(46); North Platte (10); Scotts Bluff (68); Superior. COWBIRD, Alexan¬ 
dria; Antelope (89); Crete (4); North Platte (21); Scotts Bluff (2); 
Superior. WESTERN TANAGER, Scotts Bluff (1). 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS, and BUNTINGS 
CARDINAL, Alexandria; Antelope (4); North Platte (3); Superior. 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, Alexandria. INDIGO BUNTING, Alexan¬ 
dria. LAZULI BUNTING, Scotts Bluff (1). DICKCISSEL, Alexandria; 
Crete (27). COMMON HOUSE FINCH, North Platte (1); Scotts Bluff (12). 
PINE SISKIN, Antelope (7); Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. GOLDFINCH, 
Alexandria; Antelope (16); Crete (3); North Platte; Scotts Bluff (32); 
Superior, RED-EYED TOWHEE, Alexandria; Crete (2); Superior. ARCTIC 
TOWHEE, Antelope (2) ; Scotts Bluff (11). LARK BUNTING, Scotts Bluff 
(4). SAVANNAH SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (9); Crete (1). VES¬ 
PER SPARROW, Scotts Bluff (1). LARK SPARROW, Alexandria; Ante¬ 
lope (29); North Platte (10); Scotts Bluff (54); Superior. SLATE-COL¬ 
ORED JUNCO, Scotts Bluff (1). CHIPPING SPARROW, Alexandria; 
Antelope (32); North Platte (2); Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. CLAY- 
COLORED SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (36); Crete (1); North Platte; 
Scotts Bluff (6); Superior. FIELD SPARROW, Antelope (8). HARRIS’ 
SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (4) ; Crete (3); Superior. WHITE- 
CROWNED SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (3); North Platte; Superior. 
GAMBEL’S SPARROW, Scotts Bluff (23). WHITE-THROATED SPARROW, 
Alexandria; Crete (1). SONG SPARROW, Alexandria; Antelope (3); Crete 
( 1 ). 


General Notes 

SUMMER NOTES FROM LINCOLN.—During the period from August 1 
through August 5, 1954, the author stayed in a cabin on the tract of land that 
formerly was Epworth Lake Park, near Lincoln, Nebraska. From 5:00 a.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. each day the birds observed in the park were recorded. The 
weather varied between the extremes of 65-104 degrees with partly cloudy to 
overcast skies on August 1-4 and intermittent rain on August 5. The following 
fifty-four species were recorded (those species for which no number is cited 
were fairly common throughout the park). Red-tailed Hawk (1), Great Blue 
Heron (1), Green Heron (5), Killdeer (2), Spotted Sandpiper, Mourning 
Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Black-billed Cuckoo (2), Great Horned Owl (1), 
Chimney Swift, Kingfisher, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Red-bellied Woodpecker 
(2), Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Eastern 
Kingbird, Western Kingbird, Phoebe, Wood Pewee, Purple Martin, Barn 
Swallow, Crow, Blue Jay, Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nut¬ 
hatch, House Wren, Brown Thrasher, Catbird, Robin, Bluebird (2), Wood 
Thrush (2), Bell’s Vireo (2), Red-eyed Vireo (1), Warbling Vireo (1), 
Northern Yellow Throat, House Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Orchard 
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Bronzed Grackle, Eastern Meadowlark, Western 
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Meadowlark, Cowbird (2), Starling, Cardinal, Goldfinch, Rose-breasted Gros¬ 
beak, Blue Grosbeak (2), Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Towhee (3), Chipping 
Sparrow.— Donald Williams, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

SNOWY OWLS.—There were seven reports of Snowy Owls in Nebraska 
during the winter of 1954. No reports came after January 1, 1955. Burton Nel¬ 
son of Hastings sent the following: November 11, a Snowy Owl was reported 
between Hastings and Doniphan. November 22, a farmer near Harvard brought 
the bird to the Hastings Museum. The owl was mounted for exhibition. It is 
very dark with many heavy, prominent, black bars and it is very large. Decem¬ 
ber 28, C. C. Koop of Aurora found a Snowy Owl dead in his pasture. It had 
been dead too long to preserve. The bird was very thin. It had few scattered 
bars on the wing coverts and sides of the breast. 

Following are the other reports: Holdrege, November 22, S/Sgt. Leo A. 
Galloway; Hampton, December, Mrs. Kermit Swanson (picture submitted); 
Springview, December, Mrs. E. C. Logan; Peru, Eddie Pharoah; Omaha, 
Ralph Velich (one had eaten a 6 3/8 inch garter snake and another a mouse). 

COMMON HOUSE FINCH NESTING IN LINCOLN COUNTY.—The nest 
of the Common House Finch was located near the top of a small spruce in 
North Platte. It was about 12 feet from the ground, about a foot from the top 
of the tree. The nest was reported April 27, 1955, but the bird had been there 
about a week. —Doris Gates, North Platte, Nebraska. 

FALL NOTES FROM HASTINGS.—The following fall (1954) observations 
were recorded by members of the Brooking Bird Club in the Hastings area: 
Green Heron (Sept. 20), Bob-white (Nov. 8), Snowy Owl (Nov. 11), Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird (Sept. 20), Northern Flicker (Sept. 28), Red-shafted 
Flicker (Oct. 10), Least Flycatcher (Oct. 20), Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sept. 
6), Brown Creeper (Oct. 30), Olive-backed Thrush (Oct. 1), Townsend’s 
Solitaire (Nov. 14), Golden-crowned Kinglet (Nov. 11), Ruby-crowned King¬ 
let (Sept. 27), Red-eyed Vireo (Sept. 16), Pine Grosbeak (Dec. 12), Slate-col¬ 
ored Junco (Nov. 8), Tree Sparrow (Nov. 8), Field Sparrow (Sept. 20 and Dec. 
25), Harris’s Sparow (Nov. 8), Pink-sided Junco (Dec. 6).— Burton Nelson, 
Hastings, Nebraska. 

SPRING NOTES FROM LINCOLN.—Spring 1954 in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
was marked by subnormal rainfall with a consequent drying up of many of 
the important mud-flats and ponds. The number and variety of shore birds 
was much less than in the previous three years. For example, although the 
author made a continued effort to find the Red-backed Sandpiper, no speci¬ 
men of this species was seen; whereas in the past two years this bird had 
been quite common. Nevertheless, a few records of birds not seen within the 
past few years were collected. A Common Loon (Gavia immer) was observed 
regularly on one of the Oak Park Lakes from May 2 to May 16. The bird was 
obviously a young male with incompletely developed markings. It was seen by 
a number of the members of the Audubon Naturalists’ Club. A Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron ( Nyctanassa violacea) was discovered by Don Williams on May 
4 and later seen on that date and on May 6 by the author. The bird was found 
on the border of a pond set in a heavily wooded area on the Partington 
Farm near Lincoln. A Lazuli Bunting ( Passerina amoena) was seen by Don 
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Williams and the author in Epworth Park near Lincoln on May 9. Piping 
Plovers (Charadrins melodus) were fairly common from April 22 to May 6 
along the edges of the nearly dried-up ponds on North 27th Street road north 
of Lincoln.— Henry E. Baumgarten, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

NOTES FROM CHERRY COUNTY.—During the summer of 1954 following 
a hail storm, we noted that our Baltimore Orioles had deserted their first 
nest which had been built at the top of a cottonwood and took up a new loca¬ 
tion at the north side of the tree. A pair of Eastern Kingbirds left their home 
tree and took over the deserted oriole nest. There was no outer alteration of 
of the nest. All the duties of rearing a family proceeded in the usual order 
until a large bull snake crawled up and destroyed the young kingbirds. 

Each summer, as the weather grows hotter and drier, snakes come in from 
the hills and raid the nests in the trees and shrubs. If the first nests are not 
broken up by storms, the young birds might be fledged ahejad of these r/aids. 
We make every effort to get the snakes before they reach the nests but often 
we fail to note the frantic danger cries until it is too late. 

From our observations, we believe the prolonged heat during the past 
summer was responsible for the failure of many bird eggs to hatch. Four¬ 
teen eggs in a quail’s nest which was exposed to the afternoon sun became dry 
and transparent and did not hatch. Four eggs in the nest of a Blue Grosbeak 
located on the west side of a small cedar were deserted at the end of the 
regular incubation period. The Barn Swallows, usually busy with a brood of 
five, fed but two young; and only one young Baltimore Oriole of the two 
hatched lived to leave the nest. 

The Long-billed Curlews have increased in numbers in this area. A nest was 
found on a hillside sloping to the west. Although in plain sight, the colors 
of the brooding female blended so well with the surrounding vegetation that 
she was almost invisible. The nest which was constructed of grass and located 
in a small hollow of sand was protected by two clumps of bunch grass. Four 
speckled, greenish-white eggs lay with small ends inward in a cloverleaf 
pattern. We were astonished at the huge size of these eggs. 

Discovering that he could approach the nest without disturbing the brood¬ 
ing curlew, my husband placed his hand under her wing. Riding by on follow¬ 
ing days, he continued to experiment and determined to band her. After the 
third attempt, the bird remained quiet and the banding was accomplished. 

We checked on the nest from day to day, but the downy young birds slipped 
away into the protecting grass leaving only the empty shells as evidence of 
their departure.— Mrs. Donald Held, Elsmere, Nebraska. Editor’s Note: Mr. 
and Mrs. Held live in the southeastern corner of Cherry County not far from 
the Halsey Forest, and their “shrubbery and many cedar trees make a sort of 
oasis among the open hills.” 

NOTE FROM BEATRICE.—A Hawk Owl (American Hawk Owl) which 
remained for about a week, was identified January 17, 1955. It perched on a 
very high limb, but one of the three days that we noticed it, the light was just 
right to make the identification positive. We thought at first it might be a 
falcon, but not after we saw him the third time.— Mary Sturmer, Beatrice, 
Nebraska. 
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Book Review 

SONGBIRDS IN YOUR GARDEN. John K. Terres. Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N.Y., 1954: xvi 274 pp. $3.95. 

A number of mediocre books have appeared in recent years alleging to 
teach the reader the art of attracting birds. Coming after so many ill-advised 
efforts, it is a real pleasure to find Mr. Terres’ fine book on the bookshelf. 
Some typical chapters are: Feeding Birds to Attract Them, Birdhouses in 
Your Garden, Offering a Drink and a Bath, The Care and Feeding of Young 
Birds, Ornamental Plantings for Birds, etc. The book is very well written, 
carefully documented with the experiences of others in bird-attracting, and 
packed full of useful and clever aids for both the beginner and the expert. It 
is the opinion of this reviewer that anyone maintaining a feeding tray, set¬ 
ting out bird houses, or in any way attempting to lure birds to his yard will 
profit by the reading of this book.—HEB 
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The President's Page 

This issue contains the Spring- Migration Report. This report repre¬ 
sents one of the Nebraska Ornithologists’ Union’s best contributions to the 
science of ornithology, because it is the only long time study of migration 
in the great plains region of North America. The members of the N.O.U. 
can feel justly proud of this migration study and those who have worked 
to make it possible have done excellent jobs. Let us hope that this project 
will continue for many years to come. 

The Nebraska Bird Review is your magazine and we want to publish 
in it what you want. Its pages are open to all members, but so far only a 
very small percentage of our members have sent material to the Editor. I 
urge every member to look through his notes for material worthy of pub¬ 
lication. You don’t have to be a polished writer in order to submit material 
to the Editor. Here are a few things we need to know: are there any crow 
or blackbird roosts in your area? When does the Franklin Gull arrive in 
the spring, the fall; when does it leave, spring or fall? Does the Interior 
Least Tern breed on the sand bars in the river near your home? When 
does the Nighthawk’s southward flight pass through your area? These 
are only a few of the thousands of questions about Nebraska birds which 
are unanswered; perhaps you can help supply the answers! The late A. C. 
Bent, author of the well known Life Histories of North American Birds 
always ended his introductions with this statement: “If the reader fails 
to find in these pages anything that he knows about birds, he can only 
blame himself for failing to send the information.” 

Remember, although the coming months are not the most pleasant 
ones for birding, we need information about fall and winter birds.— William 
F. Rapp, Jr. 

Thirty-First Annual Cooperative Spring 
Migration Report 

Thirty years of reporting was well discussed in the 1954 October issue 
of the Nebraska Bird Reivew. Therefore, this is a simple organization of the 
1955 reports. 

In 27 reports received, 98 persons took part and 24 counties are repre¬ 
sented. County rather than city or town names are used after considerable 
thought. Some cooperators crossed county lines, and that is indicated in the 
discussion of the areas. There are many counties still not included in a 
study of this kind. However, almost every kind of area in the state is rep¬ 
resented.* 

It is interesting to note the uniformity of dates in some species, and the 
wide variance in others. The reason might be interesting. The absence of a 


Due to circumstances, the Lancaster County Report is appended. This raises the 
numbers to 28 reports, 101 persons and 25 counties. 
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bird from the list does not mean the absence of the bird from the territory, 
rather the absence of a correct date of arrival. Practically all birds with 
January dates could be considered winter residents and very likely were 
there January 1. There may be reason to doubt the accuracy of some of the 
reports, yet we must feel that those who made such reports checked care¬ 
fully and were sure beyond reasonable doubt that the bird was correctly 
identified. 

Following is a list of counties and those who took part. When two re¬ 
ports came from one county, the earlier date was used. The first person listed 
is the reporter of the group. 

1. Adams: Hastings—173 species; Burton Nelson, Mrs. R. R. Dam- 
erell, W. E. Eigsti, Carl Gettman, Mrs. A. M. Jones, Mrs. D. Mahoney, Vera 
Maunder, Mrs. E. A. Olsen, Mrs. C. E. Ruch. 

2. Antelope: 158 species; Mrs. George Seabury, Lloyd, Luella, and 
Ann Seabury. 

3. Boone: Saint Edward—65 species; Dana Anderson, Rose Madoleine 
and Mrs. Dana Anderson. Comment—about 25 Harris’s Sparrows fed at the 
stations all winter. 

4. Boyd: Spencer—50 species; Clyde H. Fisher, Philip, Lowell and 
Georgia Fisher. 

5. Cherry: Elsmere—65 species; Mrs. Donald Held; Donald, Lola, 

and Mary Sue Held. Valentine National Wildlife Refuge—161 species; 
George Wiseman. Comments—The Brown Pelican and Little Blue Heron 
were reported at the Refuge only once before. This is the first record for 
the Green Heron and Semipalmated Plover. Also, the first year for the 
Cardinal, though it is rather common in Valentine. There are usually a few 
Wood Ducks, but none this year. The Blue-winged Teal is unusually early. 
The Virginia Rail was caught in a mink trap. The last date for the Town¬ 
send’s Solitaire was January 29. There was a great movement of White- 
crowned Sparrows from May 4 to 6. 

6. Cuming: Wisner—37 species; Mr. and Mrs. John Lueshen. 

7. Dawes: Chadron—40 species; Mrs. Eric DeFlon; Cash and Dr. 

Eric DeFlon, Mr. and Mrs. George Blinco, Mrs. S. H. Megown. 

8. Dawson: Cozad—63 species; Mrs. Harry B. Allen, Harry B. and 
Hallie J. Allen. Lexington—105 species; Dr. Ray S. Wycoff. Comment— 
Some of these species were seen in Gosper County near Lexington. 

9. Douglas: Omaha—181 species; Mrs. Mary L. Perkins, Mary Ells¬ 
worth, R. G. Cortelyou, Mrs. Katherine Buffett, Dr. R. Allyn Moser, Carl 
Swanson, Duane Bright, Paul Thomas, Mrs. Homer Smith, and L. O. 
Horsky. 

10. Franklin: Riverton—52 species; Elsie Thompson, V. Noren, Lena 
Ziegler, Jack Ziegler. 

11. Gage: Beatrice—74 species; Vera Anderson, Mrs. Marie Baier, 
Mrs. A. E. Brooking, Mrs. Mildred Luebben, Mrs. Esther Smith, Mary 
Sturmer. Blue Springs—94 species; Mrs. F. J. Patton. 

12. Hall: Grand Island—113 species; Mrs. George House, Ethel House, 
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Verneil E. Griffin, Marguerite Rosswick. 

13. Hamilton: Aurora—139 species; Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson, Kermit 
and Janet Swanson. 

14. Harlan: Stamford and Oxford—60 species; Mrs. Ellen R. Ritchey, 
Vera Maunder, Mabel Aggson. 

15. Keith: Brule—181 species; Harold H. Benckeser, Clarence W. 
Huntley. 

16. Keya Paha: Springview (within 60 miles)—56 species; Mr. and 
Mrs. E. C. Logan. 

17. Lincoln: North Platte—124 species; Doris Gates, Mrs. R. A. 
Rhodes. 

18. Logan: Stapleton—146 species; Earl W. Glandon, Mrs. Rose F. 
Glandon, Henry Ewaldt, Albert Kelly. Comment—Part of northeast Lincoln 
County is included. 

19. Platte: Columbus—145 species; Kate L. Armstrong. 

20. Saline: Crete—89 species; William F. Rapp, Jr., Mrs. Janet L. C. 
Rapp, Dr. Henry E. Baumgarten. 

21. Scotts Bluff: Scottsbluff—135 species; Mrs. Roy J. Witsehy; Mrs. 
J. W. Brashear, Frank Anderson, Mary Ann Wake, Mrs. M. A. J. Olson, 
Mrs. Carl Franzen, Dick Holmes, Mrs. John Robb, Mr. Pumphrey, Mrs. 
Larry Johnson. 

22. Thayer: Alexandria—150 species; Warren J. Chase, George Ap- 
king. Dale Kohler, Wallace Newell, Claude Wiegers. 

23. Thomas: Halsey—53 species; Carl E. Smith. 

24. Webster: Bladen—94 species; Harold Turner. 



Location of Reporting Counties 
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LOONS 

COMMON LOON, Hamilton (Apr. 24). 

GREBES 

HOLBOELL’S GREBE, Dawson (Mar. 13). HORNED GREBE, Antelope 
(Apr. 18), Cherry (Apr. 29), Keith (Mar. 31), Thayer (Apr. 24). EARED 
GREBE, Antelope (Apr. 22), Cherry (Apr. 25), Dawson (Apr. 7), Doug¬ 
las (Apr. 8), Lincoln (Apr. 20), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 19). 
WESTERN GREBE, Cherry (Apr. 20), Scotts Bluff (May 7). PIED¬ 
BILLED GREBE, Adams (Mar. 18), Antelope (Apr. 10), Cherry (Apr. 12), 
Dawson (Mar. 13), Douglas (Mar. 19), Gage (May 12), Hall (Apr. 13), 
Keith (Apr. 17), Lincoln (Apr. 20), Logan (Apr. 24), Platte (Mar. 19), 
Saline (Apr. 10), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (Mar. 27). 

PELICANS 

WHITE PELICAN, Adams (Feb. 25), Cherry (Apr. 2), Douglas (Apr. 26), 
Harlan (Apr. 8), Keith (Apr. 2), Platte (Apr. 3), Saline (Apr. 7), Thayer 
(Apr. 21). BROWN PELICAN, Cherry (Apr. 18), Keya Paha (Apr. 10). 

CORMORANTS 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT, Adams (Apr. 30), Antelope (Apr. 
22), Boyd (May 29), Cherry (Apr. 15), Dawson (Apr. 7), Douglas (Apr. 
4), Gage (Apr. 22), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Apr. 17), Lincoln (Apr. 28), 
Logan (Apr. 24), Platte (Apr. 9), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 2), Thayer (Apr. 21). 
WATER-TURKEY, Hamilton (May 4). 

HERONS and BITTERNS 

GREAT BLUE HERON, Adams (Apr. 9), Antelope (Apr. 22), Cherry 
(Apr. 2), Douglas (Mar. 31), Gage (May 12), Keith (Mar. 31), Lincoln 
(Mar. 12), Logan (Apr. 17), Platte (Apr. 9), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 27), Thay¬ 
er (Apr. 9), Thomas (Mar. 12). AMERICAN EGRET, Cherry (May 6), 
Platte (Apr. 9). SNOWY EGRET, Cherry (Apr. 29), Keith (May 8), Scotts 
Bluff (May 29). LITTLE BLUE HERON, Cherry (Apr. 19), Douglas (May 
14), Hall (May 14), Platte (May 18), Thayer (Apr. 20). EASTERN GREEN 
HERON, Adams (May 7), Antelope (Apr. 24), Cherry (May 25), Douglas 
(Apr. 28), Gage (May 12), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 7), Keith (May 
1), Lincoln (May 6), Logan (June 16), Platte (May 1), Thayer (Apr. 19). 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON, Cherry (Apr. 30), Douglas (Apr. 18), 
Keith (May 1), Platte (Apr. 8), Thayer (May 8), Scotts Bluff (May 19). AM¬ 
ERICAN BITTERN, Adams (May 7), Antelope (Apr. 7), Boone (May 16), 
Cherry (Apr. 30), Hall (Apr. 16), Lincoln (Mar. 25), Platte (May 15), 
Scotts Bluff (May 7). 

SWANS, GEESE and DUCKS 

WHISTLING SWAN, Douglas (Mar. 30), Lincoln (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff 
(Apr. 6.) CANADA GOOSE, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Mar. 15), Boone 
(Mar. 27), Boyd (Mar. 7), Cherry (Mar. 7), Dawson (Jan. 25), Douglas 
(Mar. 12), Gage (Mar. 10), Hamilton (Feb. 24), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln 
(Mar. 13), Logan (Mar. 8), Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 27), Scotts Bluff 
(Mar. 30), Thayer (Mar. 5), Webster (Feb. 28). WHITE-FRONTED 
GOOSE, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Apr. 17), Cherry (Mar. 20), Dawson 
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(Jan. 16), Douglas (Mar. 19), Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 14), Thayer 
(Mar. 7), Webster (Mar. 2). LESSER SNOW GOOSE, Adams (Mar. 24), 
Antelope (Apr. 17), Cuming (Jan. 31), Dawes (Apr. 4), Dawson (Mar. 18), 
Douglas (Mar. 12), Gage (Mar. 10), Hamilton (Mar. 2), Keith (Apr. 6), 
Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 9), Thayer (Mar. 5), 
Webster (Mar. 3). BLUE GOOSE, Adams (Mar. 24), Antelope (Apr. 22), 
Cuming (Jan. 31), Douglas (Mar. 12), Hamilton (Mar. 2), Platte (Mar. 9), 
Saline (Mar. 13), Thayer (Mar. 5), Webster (Mar. 3). MALLARD, Adams 
(Jan. 1), Antelope (Mar. 14), Boone (Mar. 30), Boyd (Jan. 13), Cherry 
(Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 12), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 14), Gage 
(Mar. 12), Hamilton (Feb. 28), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha 
(Apr. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Logan (Feb. 13), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Feb. 
21), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Mar. 12). AMERI¬ 
CAN PINTAIL, Adams (Feb. 24), Antelope (Mar. 13), Boyd (Mar. 1), 
Cherry (Mar. 7), Dawson (Mar. 10), Douglas (Jan. 15), Hall (Mar. 12), 
Hamilton (Feb. 26), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Feb. 13), Lincoln (Mar. 7), 
Logan (Mar. 3), Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), 
Thayer (Jan. 2), Webster (Feb. 25). GREEN-WINGED TEAL, Adams 
(Mar. 6), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (Mar. 12), Dawson (Mar. 10), Doug¬ 
las (Mar. 12), Gage (Mar. 31), Hall (Mar. 27), Hamilton (Feb. 28), Keith 
(Mar. 5), Lincoln (Mar. 13), Logan (Mar. 3), Platte (Mar. 18), Saline 
(Mar. 17), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Mar. 5). BLUE-WINGED TEAL, 
Adams (Apr. 7), Antelope (Apr. 10), Boone (May 10), Cherry (Mar. 31), 
Dawson (Apr. 7), Douglas (Mar. 18), Gage (Mar. 13), Hall (Apr. 2), Ham¬ 
ilton (Feb. 28), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Apr. 2), Lincoln (Mar. 25), 
Logan (Mar. 30), Platte (Mar. 13), Saline (Apr. 7), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), 
Thayer (Mar. 10). CINNAMON TEAL, Boone (May 10), Cherry (May 19), 
Scotts Bluff (Apr. 24). GAD WALL, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Mar. 14), 
Cherry (Mar. 12), Dawson (Mar. 18), Douglas (Mar. 12), Gage (Mar. 31), 
Hall (Mar. 12), Keith (Mar. 4), Lincoln (Mar. 7), Logan (Mar. 19), Platte 
(Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 7), Thayer (Mar. 2). EUROPEAN WIDG¬ 
EON, Adams (Mar. 28). BALDPATE, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Mar. 
13), Cherry (Mar. 14), Dawson (Apr. 7), Douglas (Mar. 11), Gage (May 
12), Hall (Mar. 19), Keith (Jan. 29), Lincoln (Mar. 12), Logan (Mar. 19), 
Platte (Mar. 13), Thayer (Mar. 5). SHOVELLER, Adams (Mar. 8), Ante¬ 
lope (Mar. 13), Boyd (Mar. 10), Cherry (Mar. 14), Dawson (Mar. 18), 
Douglas (Mar. 11), Gage (Apr. 3), Hall (Mar. 27), Hamilton (Mar. 13), 
Harlan (Apr. 8), Keith (Mar. 19), Lincoln (Mar. 13), Logan (Mar. 18), 
Platte (Mar. 13), Saline (Mar. 14), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 6), Thayer (Mar. 
6). WOOD DUCK, Antelope (Mar. 24), Douglas (Mar. 12). REDHEAD, 
Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (Mar. 16), Dawson (Mar. 10), 
Douglas (Mar. 11), Hall (Mar. 12), Hamilton (Mar. 13), Harlan (Apr. 8), 
Keith (Mar. 21), Lincoln (Mar. 7), Logan (Mar. 13), Platte (Mar. 13), 
Saline (Apr. 10), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 19), Thayer (Mar. 5). RING-NECKED 
DUCK, Adams (Mar. 8), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (Mar. 25), Douglas 
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(Mar. 27), Hall (Mar. 19), Keith (Mar. 28), Lincoln (Mar. 7), Platte 
(Mar. 9), Thayer (Mar. 7). CANVAS-BACK, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope 
(Mar. 14), Cherry (Mar. 20), Dawson (Mar. 10), Douglas (Mar. 20), 
Gage (May 12), Hall (Mar. 19), Harlan (Apr. 8), Keith (Mar. 21), Lin¬ 
coln (Mar. 7), Logan (Mar. 13), Platte (Mar. 9), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 30), 
Thayer (Mar. 1). GREATER SCAUP DUCK, Cherry (Mar. 20). LESSER 
SCAUP DUCK, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (Jan. 1), 
Dawson (Mar. 13), Douglas (Mar. 11), Hall (Mar. 12), Hamilton (Mar. 13), 
Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Mar. 26), Lincoln (Mar. 7), Logan (Mar. 13), 
Platte (Mar. 18), Saline (Mar. 23), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 2), Thayer (Mar. 6). 
AMERICAN GOLDENEYE, Adams (Apr. 6), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson 
(Jan. 16), Douglas (Mar. 19), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln (Jan. 15), Thayer 

(Mar. 6). BUFFLE-HEAD, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (May 8), Cherry 

(Mar. 10), Dawson (Mar. 13), Douglas (Mar. 11), Harlan (Mar. 8), Keith 
(Jan. 12), Lincoln (Mar. 9), Logan (Mar. 13), Platte (Mar. 19), Thayer 

(Mar. 6). RUDDY DUCK, Adams (Mar. 27), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry 

(Apr. 20), Dawson (Mar. 18), Douglas (Mar. 18), Hall (Mar. 27), Ham¬ 
ilton (May 5), Keith (Mar. 26), Lincoln (Mar. 13), Logan (Apr. 10), Platte 
(Mar. 18), Saline (Apr. 10), Thayer (Mar. 7). HOODED MERGANSER, 
Adams (Mar. 30), Dawson (Jan. 16), Douglas (Mar. 19). AMERICAN 
MERGANSER, Adams (Mar. 6), Cherry (Mar. 7), Dawson (Jan. 16), 
Douglas (Jan. 1), Hall (Mar. 19), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln (Feb. 27), Platte 
(Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 16), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 13), Thayer (Mar. 1), 
Thomas (Mar. 5). RED-BREASTED MERGANSER, Adams (Mar. 30). 


VULTURES and HAWKS 

TURKEY VULTURE, Douglas (Apr. 9), Keith (Apr. 17), Logan (June 
26), Scotts Bluff (June 24), Thayer (Apr. 15), Thomas (Apr. 26), Webster 
(Apr. 16). BLACK VULTURE, Keya Paha (Apr. 27). GOSHAWK, Cherry 
(Jan. 20), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 18), Thomas (Feb. 12). SHARP-SHINNED 
HAWK, Adams (May 7), Antelope (Apr. 22), Cherry (Apr. 10), Gage 
(Jan. 9), Keith (Apr. 15), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Thomas (Apr. 22), Webster 
(Mar. 10). COOPER’S HAWK, Adams (Mar. 18), Antelope (Jan. 11), 
Boyd (May 24), Cherry (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Hamilton (Apr. 28), 
Keith (Feb. 10), Saline (Apr. 24), Thayer (Feb. 1), Webster (Jan. 11). 
RED-TAILED HAWK, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 8), Boyd (Jan. 2), 
Cherry (Mar. 14), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 22), Hamilton (Jan. 4), 
Keith (Jan. 12), Logan (Mar. 25), Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (Mar. 13), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Mar. 30). HARLAN’S HAWK, 
Adams (Mar. 1), Dawson (Apr. 17), Saline (Mar. 27). KRIDER’S HAWK, 
Saline (Jan. 1). NORTHERN RED-SHOULDERED HAWK, Douglas (Jan. 
8), Hamilton (Jan. 3). BROAD-WINGED HAWK, Douglas (Apr. 25). 
SWAINSON’S HAWK, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Apr. 6), Boone (Apr. 
5), Boyd (Jan. 13), Cherry (Apr. 18), Cuming (Apr. 21), Dawson (Apr. 7), 
Gage (Jan. 23), Keith (Apr. 11), Lincoln (May 4), Logan (Apr. 19), Platte 
(June 10), Saline (Apr. 17), Scotts Bluff (May 30), Thayer (Apr. 12), 
Thomas (Apr. 20), Webster (Apr. 8). AMERICAN ROUGH-LEGGEB 
HAWK, Adamsi (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 4), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson 
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(Jan. 16), Douglas (Feb. 12), Gage (May 3), Hall (Jan. 2), Keith (Jan. 29), 
Lincoln (Jan. 22), Logan (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 11), Thomas (Jan. 4), 
Webster (Jan. 4). FERRUGINOUS ROUGH-LEG, Adams (Mar. 1), Boone 
(Mar. 10), Cherry (Jan. 20), Keith (Jan. 18), Logan (Feb. 1), Thayer 
(Jan. 1). GOLDEN EAGLE, Adams (Feb. 26), Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry 
(Jan. 1), Douglas (Apr. 2), Keith (Jan. 15), Logan (Jan. 10), Saline (Mar. 
27), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 13), Webster (Jan. 16). BALD EAGLE, Adams 
(Mar. 7), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 16), Douglas (Feb. 19), Keith 
(Jan. 12), Keya Paha (Jan. 25), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), 
Webster (Jan. 8). MARSH HAWK, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 10), 
Boone (Mar. 18), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 16), Douglas (Jan. 1), 
Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 9), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 3), Har¬ 
lan (Jan. 16), Keith (Jan. 23), Keya Paha (Jan. 3), Lincoln (Jan. 15), 
Logan (Jan. 4), Platte (Mar. 16), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 16), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 1). OSPREY, Douglas (Apr. 28), Keith 
(May 22), Thayer (May 8). PRAIRIE FALCON, Adams (Feb. 11), Cherry 
(Feb. 10), Hall (Jan. 2), Keith (Jan. 24), Logan (Jan. 20), Scotts Bluff 
(Jan. 3), Thayer (Feb. 27), Webster (Jan. 4). DUCK HAWK, Cherry 
(Apr. 19), Platte (Apr. 15), Thayer (Mar. 22). PIGEON HAWK, Cherry 
(Apr. 7), Franklin (Jan. 1), Keith (Mar. 5), Keya Paha (Apr. 24), Logan 
(Jan. 8), Platte (Mar. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 9), Webster (Apr. 21). 
SPARROW HAWK, Adams (Mar. 8), Antelope (Feb. 28), Boone (Jan. 1), 
Cherry (Apr. 5), Dawes (Apr. 25), Dawson (Jan. 14), Douglas (Jan. 1), 
Franklin (Mar. 4), Gage (Jan. 23), Hall (Apr. 27), Hamilton (Jan. 3), 
Harlan (Mar. 19), Keith (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 2), Logan (Jan. 1), Platte 
(Mar. 11), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 2), Thayer (Jan. 1), 
Thomas (Apr. 24), Webster (Jan. 2). 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN, Antelope (Jan. 24), Cherry (Jan. 1), Keith (Mar. 
14), Lincoln (Mar. 10), Logan (Jan. 1). SHARP-TAILED GROUSE, 
Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (June 15), Lincoln (Mar. 9), Logan (Feb. 5), 
Thomas (Jan. 11). BOB-WHITE, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 8), 
Boone (June 23), Boyd (Apr. 20), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 1), 
Douglas (Jan. 8), Franklin (May 1), Gage (Jan. 12), Hall (Apr. 30), 
Hamilton (Jan. 3), Harlan (Feb. 13), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 25), 
Lincoln (Jan. 15), Logan (May 22), Platte (May 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 14), Webster (Feb. 25). PHEASANT, Ad¬ 
ams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 4), Boone (Jan. 25), Boyd (Jan. 12), Cherry 
(Jan. 1), Dawes (Mar. 23), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Mar. 19), Frank¬ 
lin (Jan. 1), Gage (Apr. 3), Hamilton (Jan. 3), Harlan (Jan. 5), Keith 
(Jan. 15), Lincoln (Jan. 22), Logan (Feb. 1), Platte (Mar. 9), Saline (Mar. 
13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 2), Thomas (Jan. 6), Webster 
(Jan. 1). 


CRANES 

SANDHILL CRANES, Adams (Feb. 24), Boyd (Apr. 2), Cherry (Apr. 8), 
Dawson (Feb. 28), Franklin (Mar. 4), Hall (Mar. 12), Hamilton (Feb. 22), 
Harlan (Mar. 8), Keith (Mar. 5), Keya Paha (Apr. 11), Lincoln (Feb. 18), 
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Logan (Mar. 28), Saline (Apr. 3), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 19), Thayer (Mar. 
8), Thomas (Mar. 10), Webster (Mar. 1). 

RAILS, GALLINULES, and COOTS 

VIRGINIA RAIL, Cherry (Jan. 10), Logan (Apr. 25). SORA, Adams (May 
8), Antelope (May 8), Cherry (May 4), Gage (May 3), Hamilton (May 9), 
Keith (May 27), Thayer (May 8). COOT, Adams (May 1), Antelope (Apr. 
10), Boone (Mar. 25), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Mar. 18), Douglas (Mar. 
19), Gage (Apr. 20), Hall (Apr. 2), Hamilton (Apr. 4), Harlan (Apr. 30), 
Keith (Mar. 26), Keya Paha (Apr. 1), Lincoln (Apr. 20), 
Logan (Mar. 27), Platte (Apr. 1), Saline (Apr. 3), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 20), 
Thayer (Mar. 10). 


PLOVERS and TURNSTONES 

BELTED PIPING PLOVER, Dawson (May 29), Douglas (Apr. 30). 
SNOWY PLOVER, Antelope (May 8). SEMIPALMATED PLOVER, Ad¬ 
ams (May 11), Cherry (May 10), Douglas (Apr. 14), Keith (June 10), 
Lincoln (Apr. 28), Platte (May 8). KILLDEER, Adams (Mar. 9), Antelope 
(Mar. 13), Boone (May 12), Boyd (Apr. 2), Cherry (Mar. 12), Cuming 
(Mar. 10), Dawes (Mar. 16), Dawson (Mar. 9), Douglas (Mar. 12), Frank¬ 
lin (June), Gage (Mar. 1), Hall (Mar. 19), Hamilton (Mar. 8), Harlan 
(Apr. 2), Keith (Mar. 5), Lincoln (Mar. 12), Logan (Mar. 13), Platte 
(Mar. 19), Saline (Mar. 2), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Mar. 7), Thomas 
(Mar. 11), Webster (Mar. 1). GOLDEN PLOVER, Adams (May 17). 
BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 21), Hamil¬ 
ton (May 27), Logan (June 9). 

SHORE BIRDS 

WILSON’S SNIPE, Adams (Apr. 14), Antelope (Jan. 23), Cherry (Apr. 10), 
Douglas (Apr. 9), Hall (May 4), Keith (Jan. 15), Lincoln (Mar. 13), 
Logan (Apr. 24), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 16). LONG-BILLED 
CURLEW, Adams (Apr. 7), Cherry (Apr. 3), Dawson (Apr. 16), Keith 
(Mar. 31), Lincoln (Apr. 13), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 28). UPLAND PLOVER, 
Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 1), Cherry (May 2), Hall (May 6), Ham¬ 
ilton (May 15), Keith (Apr. 27), Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (May 6), 
Logan (May 1), Platte (Apr. 24), Webster (Apr. 27). SPOTTED SAND¬ 
PIPER, Adams (May 5), Antelope (May 8), Cherry (Apr. 26), Dawson 
(May 6), Douglas (Apr. 30), Gage (May 15), Hall (May 6), Hamilton 
(May 7), Keith (May 1), Lincoln (May 8), Platte (Apr. 30), Scotts Bluff 
(May 7), Thayer (Apr. 22). SOLITARY SANDPIPER, Adams (May 7), 
Antelope (May 8), Gage (May 1), Hamilton (May 6), Keith (Apr. 25), 
Platte (Apr. 15), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (May 10). WESTERN 
WILLET, Antelope (Apr. 24), Cherry (April 28), Douglas (Apr. 26), Ham¬ 
ilton (May 7), Keith (May 1), Lincoln (Apr. 28), Logan (Apr. 24), Platte 
(May 3), Scotts Bluff (May 7). GREATER YELLOWLEGS, Adams (Apr. 
6), Antelope (Apr. 10), Cherry (Apr. 26), Dawson (Apr. 7), Douglas 
(Apr. 4), Keith (Apr. 3), Lincoln (Apr. 4), Logan (Apr. 2), Platte (Apr. 
9), Saline (Apr. 26), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 6). LESSER YELLOWLEGS, 
Adams (Apr. 6), Antelope (Apr. 17), Cherry (Apr. 26), Dawson (Apr. 17), 
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Douglas (Apr. 2), Gage (May 15), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 5), Keith 
(Apr. 3), Lincoln (Apr. 13), Logan (Apr. 24), Platte (May 3), Scotts 
Bluff (May 15), Thayer (Apr. 9). PECTORAL SANDPIPER, Adams (May 
7), Antelope (Apr. 10), Cherry (Apr. 16), Douglas (Apr. 8), Hall (May 6), 
Keith (May 1), Logan (Apr. 24), Platte (May 10), Saline (Apr. 7), Thayer 
(May 7). WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER, Adams (Mar. 29), Antelope 
(May 23), Platte (Apr. 24). BAIRD’S SANDPIPER, Adams (May 2), 
Antelope (Mar. 15), Cherry (Apr. 8), Dawson (Mar. 18), Douglas (Apr. 
9), Hall (May 6), Keith (Apr. 3), Lincoln (May 8), Logan (May 12), 
Platte (May 1), Saline (Apr. 17), Thayer (May 8). LEAST SANDPIPER, 
Adams (May 5), Antelope (Apr. 24), Cherry (Apr. 20), Douglas (May 3), 
Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 5), Keith (May 1), Platte (Apr. 9). DOW- 
ITCHER, Adams (May 5), Antelope (Apr. 10), Cherry (Apr. 29), Douglas 
(Apr. 4), Hamilton (May 5), Keith (Apr. 17), Lincoln (May 8), Logan 
(Apr. 24), Platte (May 3), Saline (May 8). STILT SANDPIPER, Ad¬ 
ams (Apr. 6), Antelope (May 23), Cherry (May 10), Douglas (May 13). 
SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER, Adams (May 5), Antelope (Apr. 22), 
Cherry (Apr. 28), Douglas (Apr. 19), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 3), 
Keith (May 1), Platte (Apr. 24), Saline (Apr. 17). WESTERN SAND¬ 
PIPER, Cherry (Apr. 20), Gage (May 15), Scotts Bluff (May 7), 
MARBLED GODWIT, Antelope (Apr. 24), Douglas (Apr. 23), Lincoln 
(May 8), Platte (Apr. 24), Thayer (Apr. 24). HUDSONIAN GODWIT, 
Antelope (Apr. 24), Douglas (Apr. 18), Platte (May 10). SANDERLING, 
Cherry (Apr. 30), Keith (May 1), Thayer (May 7). AVOCET, Adams 
(Apr. 24), Antelope (Apr. 22), Cherry (Apr. 25), Douglas (Apr. 18), Lin¬ 
coln (Apr. 28), Platte (Apr. 8), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 20), Thayer (Apr. 25). 
WILSON’S PHALAROPE, Adams (May 2), Antelope (May 1), Cherry 
(Apr. 29), Douglas (May 3), Gage (May 1), Hall (May 6), Hamilton 
(May 5), Keith (June 12), Lincoln (Apr. 28), Logan (May 7), Platte 
(May 3), Scotts Bluff (May 7). NORTHERN PHALAROPE, Adams 
(May 1). 


GULLS and TERNS 

HERRING GULL, Cherry (Mar. 15), Dawson (Mar. 10), Douglas (Mar. 
11), Hamilton (Apr. 15), Harlan (Apr. 8), Lincoln (Jan. 15), Platte (Mar. 
24). RING-BILLED GULL, Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (Mar. 18), Daw¬ 
son (Jan. 16), Douglas (Mar. 11), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln (Jan. 15), 
Platte (Mar. 16), Saline (Apr. 11), Thayer (Mar. 27). LAUGHING 
GULL, Dawson (May 1). FRANKLIN’S GULL, Adams (Apr. 15), Ante¬ 
lope (Apr. 3), Boone (Apr. 24), Boyd (Apr. 28), Cherry (Apr. 26), Cum¬ 
ing (Apr. 21), Dawson (Apr. 7), Douglas (Apr. 16), Franklin (June 1), 
Gage (Apr. 24), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (Apr. 21), Keith (Apr. 14), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 27), Lincoln (Jan. 19), Logan (Apr. 26), Platte (Apr. 9), 
Saline (Apr. 17), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 23), Thayer (Mar. 9), Thomas (Apr. 
28), Webster (Apr. 16). BONAPARTE’S GULL, Keya Paha (May 28), 
Platte (Apr. 13). FORSTER’S TERN, Antelope (May 1), Cherry (Apr. 29), 
Douglas (Apr. 28), Logan (June 17). COMMON TERN, Adams (May 12), 
Dawson (May 29), Platte (Apr. 24), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (May 
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24). INTERIOR LEAST TERN, Antelope (May 23), Dawson (May 26), 
Douglas (May 19), Hamilton (June 12), Keith (June 5), Lincoln (Apr. 

28) , Platte (June 7). CASPIAN TERN, Douglas (May 13), Lincoln (May 
8). BLACK TERN, Adams (May 12), Antelope (May 23), Cherry (Apr. 

29) , Cuming (May 29), Dawson (May 29), Douglas (May 5), Hall (Apr. 
16), Keith (May 18), Logan (May 19), Platte (May 6), Scotts Bluff (May 
28). Thayer (May 8). 


DOVES 

MOURNING DOVE, Adams (Mar. 9), Antelope (Mar. 14), Boone (Mar. 
19), Boyd (Apr. 23), Cherry (Apr. 6), Dawes (Apr. 15), Dawson (Feb. 21), 
Douglas (Jan 15), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 31), Hall (Apr. 2), 
Hamilton (Mar. 28), Harlan (Mar. 19), Keith (Mar. 30), Keya Paha 
(Apr. 14), Lincoln (Feb. 12), Logan (Jan. 1), Platte (Mar. 31), Saline 
(Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 20), Thomas (Apr. 15), 
Webster (Mar. 31). 

CUCKOOS 

YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO, Adams (May 10), Antelope (May 20), Boone 
(June 2), Boyd (June 25), Cuming (May 22), Dawson (May 29), Doug¬ 
las (June 3), Gage (June 1), Hall (June 1), Hamilton (June 10), Keith 
(June 5), Logan (May 26), Platte (June 7), Scotts Bluff (May 20), Thayer 
(May 26), Webster (June 2). BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO, Antelope (June 
9), Boone (May 28), Cherry (May 15), Douglas (May 30), Franklin (June 
29), Hamilton (June 5), Keith (May 20), Platte (June 2), Thayer 
(June 12). 


OWLS 

BARN OWL, Adams (Mar. 22), Douglas (Mar. 13), Hamilton (Apr. 30), 
Keith (Apr. 17), Scotts Bluff (May 29), Webster (Mar. 22) SCREECH 
OWL, Adams (May 7), Antelope (Jan. 19), Boone (Jan. 27), Boyd (June 2), 
Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Apr. 22), Dawson (Mar. 10), Douglas (June 10), 
Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (May 10), Hall (Apr. 16), Hamilton (May 2), 
Lincoln (Jan. 4), Logan (Mar. 24), Platte (June 15), Thayer (Jan. 8), 
Thomas (Jan. 9). HORNED OWL, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 10), 
Boone (Jan. 28), Boyd (Jan. 2), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Apr. 13), Daw¬ 
son (Apr. 3), Douglas (Jan. 9), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (May 8), Hall 
(Mar. 12), Hamilton (Jan. 2), Harlan (Jan. 16) Keith (Jan. 1), Lincoln 
(Jan. 28), Logan (Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 6), Thayer 
(Jan. 2), Thomas (Jan. 4), Webster (Jan 1). BURROWING OWL, Adams 
(May 1), Antelope (Apr. 18), Boyd (June 13), Cherry (Apr. 23), Harlan 
(Apr. 9), Keith (May 1), Lincoln (Apr. 28), Logan (May 12), Scotts Bluff 
(Apr. 6), Thomas (Mar. 12). LONG-EARED OWL, Antelope (Jan. 6), 
Cherry (Mar. 10), Dawson (Feb. 8), Keith (Apr. 2), Webster (Mar. 10). 
SHORT-EARED OWL, Cherry (Jan. 3), Gage (Apr. 10), Hall (July 12), 
Saline (Apr. 10), Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Feb. 13). 

GOATSUCKERS 

WHIP-POOR-WILL, Douglas (May 1). NUTTALL’S POOR-WILL, Keith 
(June 4). NIGHTHAWK, Adams (Apr. 27), Antelope (May 19), Boyd 
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(June 26), Cherry (May 15), Dawes (June 30), Douglas (May 9), Frank¬ 
lin (May 1), Gage (Mar. 10), Hall (May 14), Hamilton (June 5), Keith 
(May 19), Keya Paha (May 22), Logan (May 20), Platte (June 6), Scotts 
Bluff (May 7), Thayer (May 17), Webster (May 17). 

SWIFTS 

CHIMNEY SWIFT, Adams (Apr. 25), Antelope (May 6), Boone (Apr. 5), 
Dawson (May 13), Douglas (Apr. 30), Franklin (May 6), Gage (Mar. 10), 
Hall (May 4), Hamilton (May 1), Harlan (May), Keith (June 2), Platte 
(May 30), Saline (May 1), Thayer (Apr. 25), Webster (May 1). 

HUMMINGBIRDS 

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD, Adams (May 3), Boone (May 8), 
Douglas (May 5), Gage (May 11), Platte (June 25), Thayer (May 13). 

KINGFISHERS 

KINGFISHER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Apr. 17), Boone (June 5), 
Cherry (Apr. 23), Dawson (Jan. 25), Douglas (Apr. 8), Gage (Mar. 17), 
Hall (May 2), Hamilton (Feb. 26), Harlan (Jan. 28), Keith (Jan. 1), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 15), Logan (Mar. 27), Platte (Mar. 27), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 1). 

WOODPECKERS 

FLICKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 29), Boyd 
(May 5), Cherry (Apr. 15), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 
14), Hall (Apr. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Mar. 19), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 4), Lincoln (Jan. 18), Logan (Mar. 19), Platte (Jan. 1), 
Saline (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), 
Webster (Mar. 16). RED-SHAFTED FLICKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope 
(Mar. 27), Cherry (Jan. 18), Dawes (Apr. 7), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas 
(Mar. 12), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Apr. 3), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Keith 
(Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 31), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer 
(Jan. 3). RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 
1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 7), Keith (Mar. 19), Keya Paha (May 
28), Lincoln (Feb. 12), Platte (May 7), Saline (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), 
Webster (May 14). RED-HEADED WOODPECKER, Adams (Apr. 30), 
Antelope (Apr. 17), Boone (May 8), Boyd (Jan. 2), Cherry (May 3), 
Cuming (Apr. 26), Dawes (May 17), Dawson (May 5), Douglas (Apr. 30), 
Franklin (June 29). Gage (May 1), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 3), 
Harlan (May 17), Keith (May 8), Keya Paha (May 29), Logan (May 6), 
Platte (May 1), Saline (May 1), Scotts Bluff (May 15), Thayer (Apr. 26), 
Webster (May 1). LEWIS’S WOODPECKER, Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3). 
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER, Douglas (Feb. 26), Hamilton (Jan. 1). 
HAIRY WOODPECKER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 5), Boone (Jan. 
1), Boyd (Jan. 9), Cherry (Feb. 3), Dawes (Apr. 12), Dawson (Jan. 1), 
Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 10), Hall (Jan. 10), Ham¬ 
ilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Jan. 7), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan 
(Jan. 10), Platte (Jan. 6), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 6), Thayer 
(Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 8), Webster (Jan. 1). DOWNY WOODPECKER, 
Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Boyd (Jan. 2), Cherry 
(Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 8), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin 
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(Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2) Hamilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Apr. 
30), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 26), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Platte (Jan. 6), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan 1), 
Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 1). 

TYRANT FLYCATCHERS 

EASTERN KINGBIRD, Adams (Apr. 27), Antelope (May 1), Boone (Apr. 
28), Boyd (May 11), Cherry (Apr. 30), Cuming (May 1), Dawes (May 8), 
Dawson (May 6), Douglas (Apr. 30), Franklin (May 15), Gage (May 1), 
Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton (Apr. 27), Harlan (May 20), Keith (May 1), 
Lincoln (May 4), Logan (May 5), Platte (May 7), Saline (May 1), Scotts 
Bluff (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 28), Webster (May 10). WESTERN KING¬ 
BIRD, Adams (Apr. 30), Antelope (May 5), Boone (Apr. 30), Boyd (May 1), 
Cherry (May 28), Dawes (May 8), Dawson (May 6), Douglas (May 7), 
Franklin (May 17), Gage (May 4), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 5), 
Harlan (Apr. 20), Keith (May 2), Lincoln (May 1), Logan (May 3), Platte 
(May 3), Saline (May 8), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 22), Webster 
(Apr. 30). SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER, Thayer (May 17). CREST¬ 
ED FLYCATCHER, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 8), Douglas (May 
7), Gage (May 15), Hall (May 2), Hamilton (May 15), Keith (June 5), 
Logan (May 11), Platte (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 26), Webster (May 12). 
PHOEBE, Adams (Mar. 30), Antelope (May 7), Cuming (Apr. 19), Daw¬ 
son (Apr. 7), Douglas (Apr. 5), Hall (Apr. 9), Hamilton (May 1), Keya 
Paha (Apr. 24), Logan (May 22), Platte (Apr. 22), Saline (Apr. 3), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 28), Thayer (Mar. 25), Thomas (Apr. 9). SAY’S PHOEBE, 
Adams (Apr. 14), Cherry (May 25), Dawson (May 20), Hall (Apr. 27), 
Hamilton (May 5), Harlan (Apr. 28), Keith (Apr. 17), Lincoln (Apr. 28), 
Logan (Apr. 13), Platte (Apr. 9), Scotts Bluff (May 1), Thayer (May 26), 
Webster (Apr. 16). YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER, Hamilton (May 
26), Keith (May 15). ACADIAN FLYCATCHER, Douglas (May 18). 
ALDER FLYCATCHER, Douglas (June 3), Logan (May 29), Platte (June 
5). LEAST FLYCATCHER, Adams (May 3), Antelope (May 16), Cherry 
(June 1), Douglas (May 3), Gage (May 15), Hamilton (May 17), Keith 
(May 1), Logan (May 29), Platte (May 6), Thayer (May 8). EASTERN 
WOOD PEWEE, Douglas (May 18), Gage (May 15), Platte (May 20), Sa¬ 
line (Apr. 10), Thayer (Apr. 28). WESTERN WOOD PEWEE, Cherry 
(May 10), Keith (May 1), Scotts Bluff (June 19). OLIVE-SIDED FLY¬ 
CATCHER, Keith (May 15). 

LARKS 

HORNED LARK, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 3), Boone (Jan. 30), 
Boyd (Jan. 31), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 12), Douglas (Apr. 2), 
Gage (Jan. 9), Hamilton (Jan. 3), Harlan (Jan. 8), Keith (Jan. 12), Keya 
Paha (Jan. 3), Lincoln (Feb. 1), Logan (Jan. 4), Platte (May 1), Saline 
(Jan. 6), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 4), Thomas (Jan. 10), Web¬ 
ster (Jan. 1). 

SWALLOWS 

VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW, Scotts Bluff (Apr. 17). TREE SWALLOW, 
Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 8), Cherry (Apr. 30), Gage (Apr. 3), 
Platte (May 8), Thayer (Apr. 20). BANK SWALLOW, Adams (May 1), 
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Cherry (Apr. 29), Dawson (Apr. 12), Douglas (Apr. 18), Hamilton (May 1), 
Lincoln (May 8), Logan (May 8), Platte (May 8), Scotts Bluff (May 4), 
Thayer (Mar. 20). ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW, Adams (May 2), Ante¬ 
lope (May 1), Boyd (May 9), Cherry (May 5), Dawson (May 29), Douglas 
(May 7), Gage (May 15), Hall (Apr. 16), Hamilton (May 1), Keith (May 1), 
Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (May 8), Logan (May 27), Saline (Apr. 28), 
Thayer (Apr. 23), Webster (Apr. 30). BARN SWALLOWS, Adams (May 2), 
Antelope (Apr. 22), Boone (May 29), Boyd (June 25), Cherry (Apr. 30)> 
Cuming (Apr. 21), Dawson (May 1), Douglas (Apr. 29), Franklin (May 6), 
Gage (Apr. 21), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton (Apr. 21), Harlan (Apr. 30), 
Keith (May 8), Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (May 8), Logan (Apr. 17), 
Platte (Apr. 24), Saline (Apr. 28), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 28), Thayer (Apr. 20), 
Thomas (May 1), Webster (Apr. 17). CLIFF SWALLOWS, Antelope (May 
8), Cherry (Apr. 30), Dawson (May 6), Douglas (May 10), Hamilton (May 

1) , Keith (May 15), Lincoln (May 1), Logan (May 27), Scotts Bluff (May 
28), Thayer (May 9), Webster (Apr. 29). PURPLE MARTIN, Adams (Apr. 

2) , Antelope (May 14), Boone (Apr. 3), Boyd (May 2), Dawson (Apr. 25), 
Douglas (Apr. 22), Gage (Apr. 9), Hall (Apr. 9), Hamilton (Apr. 15), 
Lincoln (May 1), Logan (May 1), Platte (Apr. 15), Saline (Apr. 3), Thayer 
(Apr. 5). 

JAYS, MAGPIES and CROWS 

BLUE JAY, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Boyd 
(Jan. 1), Cherry (Feb. 26), Dawson (Feb. 6), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin 
(Apr. 24), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Apr. 27), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Harlan 
(Apr. 30), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Apr. 27), Lincoln (Jan. 1), 
Logan (Apr. 29), Platte (Apr. 28), Saline (Jan. 4), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 2), Thomas (Apr. 29), Webster (Apr. 23). AMERICAN MAG¬ 
PIE, Adams (May 5), Antelope (Mar. 14), Boone (May 13), Boyd (Apr. 3), 
Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 29), Dawson (Jan. 16), Franklin (Apr. 22), 
Harlan (Feb. 9), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 25), Lincoln (Jan. 9), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 4), Webster (Jan. 1). 
CROW, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boyd (Jan. 2), Cherry (Jan. 
1), Dawes (Apr. 15), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 
1), Gage (Jan. 9), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 8), Keith 
(Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 3), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 4) Platte 
(Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas 
(Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 9). PINYON JAY, Cherry (May 11), Dawson (Jan. 
10), Lincoln (Jan. 22), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 16). 

TITMICE, CHICKADEES and NUTHATCHES 
CHICKADEE, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Boyd 
(Jan. 1), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 2), Dawson (Jan. 9), Douglas (Jan. 
1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 1), 
Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 1). TUFTED TIT¬ 
MOUSE, Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 6), Thayer (Jan. 2). WHITE¬ 
BREASTED NUTHATCH, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 10), Boone (Jan. 
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1), Cherry (May 10), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 10), Hall (Apr. 13), 
Hamilton (Jan. 1), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan. 2), Sa¬ 
line (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 2). RED-BREASTED 
NUTHATCH, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 9), Boone (Jan. 1), Douglas 
(Jan. 1), Gage (Mar. 20), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 5), Platte (Jan. 
1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1). 

CREEPERS and WRENS 

BROWN CREEPER, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Feb. 9), Boone (Jan. 1), 
Cherry (Jan. 17), Dawson (Jan. 8), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), 
Gage (Jan. 9), Hall (Mar. 27), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Keith (Apr. 16), 
Lincoln (Jan. 14), Logan (Jan. 6), Platte (Jan. 10), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 11), Thayer (Jan. 5), Thomas (Jan. 5). HOUSE WREN, Ad¬ 
ams (Apr. 16), Antelope (Apr. 25), Boone (May 12), Cherry (Apr. 30), 

Cuming (Apr. 26), Dawes (May 4), Dawson (Apr. 25), Douglas (Apr. 16), 

Franklin (May 1), Gage (Apr. 17), Hall (April 18), Hamilton (Apr. 18), 

Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (May 1), Lincoln (Apr. 27), Logan (Apr. 27), 

Platte (Apr. 28), Saline (Apr. 26), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 30), Thayer (Apr. 

16) , Webster (Apr. 29). WINTER WREN, Adams (Jan. 2), Douglas (Jan. 
8), Gage (Feb. 10). BEWICK’S WREN, Adams (May 7), Platte (May 1), 
Thayer (May 8), Webster (June 20). CAROLINA WREN, Dawson (Apr. 
28), Douglas (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 10). PRAIRIE MARSH 
WREN, Cherry (May 3), Keith (Apr. 17), Saline (Mar. 13). SHORT¬ 
BILLED MARSH WREN, Cherry (May 10). ROCK WREN, Keith (Apr. 

22) , Scotts Bluff (Apr. 24). 

MOCKINGBIRDS and THRASHERS 

MOCKINGBIRD, Adams (May 7), Boone (May 29), Cherry (Apr. 27) Gage 
(Apr. 24), Hall (Apr. 16), Hamilton (May 21), Harlan (Apr. 23), Keith 
(Apr. 26), Logan (June 3), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 17), Thayer (Apr. 21), 
Webster (May 2). CATBIRD, Adams (May 3), Antelope (May 10), Boone 
(May 10), Cherry (Apr. 24), Cuming (May 4), Dawson (Mar. 26), Douglas 
(May 2), Franklin (May 17), Gage (May 1), Hall (May 6), Hamilton 
(May 3), Keith (May 8), Lincoln (May 20), Logan (May 12), Platte (May 

17) , Scotts Bluff (May 22), Thayer (Apr. 26), Webster (May 18). 
BROWN THRASHER, Adams (Apr. 19), Antelope (Apr. 22), Boone (Apr. 

23) , Boyd (May 11), Cherry (Apr. 25), Cuming (Apr. 18), Dawes (May 
10), Dawson (Apr. 28), Douglas (Apr. 19), Franklin (May 27), Gage (Apr. 

19) , Hall (Apr. 27), Hamilton (Apr. 25), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Apr. 
25), Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (May 4), Logan (Apr. 20), Platte (Apr. 

24) , Saline (Apr. 26), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 30), Thayer (Apr. 17), Thomas 
(May 1), Webster (Apr. 23). 

THRUSHES, BLUEBIRDS and SOLITAIRES 
ROBIN, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), Boyd (Feb. 

20) , Cherry (Feb. 9), Dawes (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 12), Douglas (Jan. 1), 
Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Har¬ 
lan (Jan. 5), Keith (Jan. 12), Keya Paha (Feb. 15), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan 
(Jan. 29), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Feb. 9), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer 
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(Jan. 1), Thomas (Mar. 10), Webster (Jan. 1). WOOD THRUSH, Douglas 
(May 2), Franklin (May 15), Gage (May 10), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 

14) , Platte (May 18), Thomas (May 19). HERMIT THRUSH, Douglas (Apr. 
17), Hamilton (Apr. 15), Keith (May 3), Thayer (May 7). OLIVE- 
BACKED THRUSH, Adams (May 2), Antelope (May 8), Cherry (May 
5), Cuming (May 17), Dawson (May 15), Douglas (May 1), Gage (May 
19), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton (May 4), Keith (Apr.. 22), Lincoln (May 
8), Logan (May 5), Platte (May 7), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 17). GRAY¬ 
CHEEKED THRUSH, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 8), Cherry (May 

15) , Douglas (Apr. 30), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton (May 16), Keith (May 8), 
Logan (May 7), Platte (May 7), Thayer (May 8). VEERY, Adams (May 
19), Keith (May 15), Logan (May 20). BLUEBIRD, Adams (Mar. 7), Ante¬ 
lope (Mar. 13), Boyd (May 1), Dawson (Mar. 18), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage 
(Apr. 5), Hall (May 14), Hamilton (Jan. 4), Harlan (June 6), Keith (May 
8), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Logan (May 4), Platte (May 15), Saline (Mar. 13), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Webster (Mar. 4). MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD, Adams 
(Mar. 26), Antelope (Mar. 14), Boone (June 19), Cherry (Mar. 10), 
Dawes (May 26), Keith (Mar. 21), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 
5). TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Mar. 6), 
Cherry (Jan. 18), Keith (Jan. 12), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Logan (Jan. 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1). 

GNATCATCHERS, KINGLETS, and PIPITS 
BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER, Douglas (Apr. 30), Saline (Apr. 17), 
Thayer (May 8). GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET, Adams (Jan. 1), An¬ 
telope (Jan. 23), Douglas (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 4), 
Lincoln (Jan. 5), Platte (Jan. 6), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1). 
RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, Adams (Jan. 16), Douglas (Apr. 26), 
Hall (Mar. 27), Platte (May 8). AMERICAN PIPIT, Adams (Jan. 30), 
Antelope (Mar. 14), Cherry (May 10), Hall (Mar. 19), Keith (Mar. 31), 
Logan (Apr. 24), Thayer (Apr. 23). SPRAGUE’S PIPIT, Webster (Apr. 
27). 

WAXWINGS and SHRIKES 

BOHEMIAN WAXWING, Cherry (Mar. 18), Logan (Apr. 26), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 12). CEDAR WAXWING, Adams (Feb. 6), Antelope (Jan. 6), 
Dawson (Apr. 3), Douglas (Jan. 15), Franklin (Jan. 3), Gage (Jan. 16), 
Hamilton (Mar. 13), Keith (Jan. 12), Logan (Jan. 3), Platte (Jan. 2), 
Scotts Bluff (June 12), Thayer (Mar. 25). NORTHWESTERN SHRIKE, 
Cherry (Jan. 29), Keith (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Logan (Jan. 31), 
Platte (Mar. 1), Thayer (Mar. 8). LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE, Adams (Mar. 
2), Antelope (Jan. 23), Boone (Apr. 10), Cherry (Jan. 18), Dawson (Apr. 
7), Douglas (Mar. 19), Gage (Apr. 3), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (Mar. 13), 
Harlan (Apr. 3), Keith (Mar. 19), Keya Paha (Jan. 25), Logan (Mar. 29), 
Platte (Apr. 15), Saline (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 19), Thayer (Feb. 
22), Webster (Mar. 2). 

STARLINGS 

STARLING, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 4), Boone (Jan. 1), Boyd 
(Jan. 1), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 3), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas 
(Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 
1), Harlan (Jan. 1), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), 
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Logan (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), 
Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 22), Webster (Jan. 1). 

VIREOS 

WHITE-EYED VIREO, Douglas (May 11). BELL’S VIREO, Adams 
(May 3), Cherry (May 15), Douglas (May 5), Hall (May 6), Hamilton 
(May 15), Keith (May 19), Logan (May 9), Webster (May 12). YELLOW- 
THROATED VIREO, Douglas (Apr. 30), Hamilton (May 18). RED¬ 
EYED VIREO, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 20), Cherry (May 18), 
Douglas (May 4), Hall (May 4), Hamilton (Apr. 30), Keith (May 19), 
Keya Paha (May 3), Logan (May 11), Platte (May 20), Scotts Bluff 
(May 11). PHILADELPHIA VIREO, Antelope (Apr. 30). WARBLING 
VIREO, Adams (May 2), Antelope (May 18), Cherry (May 19), Cum¬ 
ing (May 1), Dawes (May 10), Dawson (May 10), Douglas (Apr. 25), 
Gage (May 10), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (May 2), Keith (May 19), Keya 
Paha (May 24), Lincoln (May 4), Logan (May 9), Platte (May 12), 
Thayer (Apr. 26), Webster (May 3). 

WARBLERS 

BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER, Adams (May 7), Cherry (Apr. 30). 
Cuming (May 20), Douglas (Apr. 25), Hall (Apr. 20), Harlan (May 1), 
Scotts Bluff (May 29). PROTHONOTARY WARBLER, Douglas (May 4). 
GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER, Keith (May 17). TENNESSEE WARB¬ 
LER, Adams (May 9), Douglas (Apr. 30), Franklin (May 15), Gage 
(May 3), Hall (May 14), Hamilton (May 17), Harlan (Apr. 18), Logan 
(May 1), Platte (May 7). ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER, Adams 
(May 3), Antelope (May 1), Douglas (May 1), Hall (May 4), Hamilton 
(Apr. 29), Keith (Apr. 17), Webster (May 4). YELLOW WARBLER, 
Adams (May 2), Antelope (May 1), Boone (May 10), Cherry (May 6), 
Cuming (May 3), Dawes (May 9), Dawson (May 6), Douglas (Apr. 28), 
Gage (May 15), Hall (May 3), Hamilton (May 8), Keith (May 8), Keya 
Paha (May 8), Lincoln (May 4), Logan (May 6), Platte (May 12), 
Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (May 5), Webster (May 11). MAGNOLIA 
WARBLER, Hamilton (May 19), Keith (May 19), Thayer (Apr. 20). 
MYRTLE WARBLER, Adams (Apr. 30), Antelope (Apr. 27), Cherry 
(May 1), Cuming (May 1), Dawson (May 1), Douglas (Apr. 22), Gage 
(Apr. 21), Hall (Apr. 13), Hamilton (Apr. 29), Keith (Apr. 30), Logan 
(Apr. 20), Platte (May 4), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 27), Thayer (Apr. 26), 
Thomas (Apr. 21). AUDUBON’S WARBLER, Keith (Apr. 28), Scotts 
Bluff (Apr. 25). BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER, Adams (May 
5), Douglas (May 1). CERULEAN WARBLER, Douglas (May 4). 
YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER, Cuming (May 12), Douglas (Apr. 
17), Keya Paha (Apr. 29), Thayer (May 3). CHESTNUT-SIDED WARB¬ 
LER, Keith (May 19). BAY-BREASTED WARBLER, Hamilton (May 
19). BLACK-POLL WARBLER, Adams (May 7), Cuming (May 8), Doug¬ 
las (May 5), Hamilton (May 18), Keith (May 15), Lincoln (May 8), 
Logan (May 7), Platte (May 4). NORTHERN PINE WARBLER, Ante¬ 
lope (May 18). WESTERN PALM WARBLER, Cuming (May 10). 
OVENBIRD, Antelope (May 24), Douglas (Apr. 30), Logan (May 25). 
GRINNELL’S WATER-THRUSH, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 8), 
Douglas (May 1), Hamilton (May 5), Logan (May 18). LOUISIANA 
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WATER-THRUSH, Douglas (Apr. 25), Hamilton (May 24), Keith (May 
27), Thayer (Apr. 29). KENTUCKY WARBLER, Douglas (Apr. 30). 
CONNECTICUT WARBLER, Hamilton (May 24). YELLOW-THROAT, 
Adams (May 3), Antelope (Apr. 29), Cherry (May 15), Dawson (May 1), 
Douglas (Apr. 30), Gage (May 15), Hall (May 13), Hamilton (May 7), 
Keith (May 1), Logan (May 17), Platte (May 8) Saline (May 8), Scotts 
Bluff (May 10). CHAT, Adams (May 7), Cherry (May 9), Douglas (May 
18), Hamilton (May 15), Keith (May 15), Logan (May 14), Scotts Bluff 
(May 29), Thomas (May 10). HOODED WARBLER, Cherry (May 18). 
WILSON’S WARBLER, Cuming (May 17), Keith (May 16). AMERI¬ 
CAN REDSTART, Adams (May 7), Cherry (May 10), Dawson (May 30), 
Douglas (Apr. 30), Hall (May 13), Hamilton (May 12), Keith (May 15), 
Logan (May 8), Platte (May 12). 

WEAVER FINCHES 

ENGLISH SPARROWS, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope, (Jan. 1), Boone 
(Jan. 1), Boyd (Jan. 1), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 
1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 1), 
Harlan (Jan. 1), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 3), 
Logan (Jan. 1), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas 
(Jan. 5), Webster (Jan. 1). 

MEADOWLARKS and BLACKBIRDS 
BOBOLINK, Antelope (May 16), Cherry (May 7), Hall (May 24), Ham¬ 
ilton (May 15), Keith (May 18), Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (May 14), 
Logan (May 20), Platte (May 18), Scotts Bluff (June 10). EASTERN 
MEADOWLARK, Antelope (Jan. 31), Boyd (Feb. 5), Cherry (Apr. 29), 
Dawes (Apr. 6), Dawson (Jan. 16), Douglas (Mar. 19), Franklin (Jan. 
1), Gage (Mar. 10), Hall (Apr. 9), Hamilton (May 1), Keith (Mar. 11), 
Keya Paha (Feb. 5), Lincoln (Apr. 21), Logan (Apr. 17), Platte (Apr. 5), 
Saline (Mar. 13), Thayer (Apr. 22). WESTERN MEADOWLARK, Adams 
(Jan. 1), Boone (Feb. 10), Cherry (Jan. 5), Dawes (Mar. 16), Dawson 
(Jan. 12), Douglas (Jan. 29), Gage (Jan. 11), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton 
(Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 8), Keith (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 
1), Platte (Apr. 13), Saline (Feb. 13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer 
(Jan. 1), Thomas (Mar. 12), Webster (Jan. 1). YELLOW-HEADED 
BLACKBIRD, Adams (Apr. 9), Antelope (Apr. 14), Boone (May 13), 
Boyd (May 9), Cherry (Apr. 22), Cuming (May 8), Douglas (Apr. 16), 
Gage (Apr. 20), Hall (May 30), Hamilton (Apr. 21), Keith (Apr. 2), 
Keya Paha (May 1), Lincoln (Apr. 17), Logan (Apr. 12), Platte (Apr. 
22), Saline (May 8), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 24), Thayer (Apr. 19), Webster 
(Apr. 24). RED-WING, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 21), Boone 
(Mar. 10), Boyd (Mar. 9), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawes (Mar. 23), Dawson 
(Jan. 14), Douglas (Jan. 8), Franklin (Mar. 18), Gage (Jan. 23), Hall 
(Mar. 12), Hamilton (Feb. 26), Harlan (Mar. 8), Keith (Jan. 29), Keya 
Paha (Mar. 11), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 7), Platte (Mar. 9), 
Saline (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), Thayer (Feb. 18), Thomas (Mar. 
12), Webster (Jan. 1). ORCHARD ORIOLE, Adams (May 3), Antelope 
(May 8), Boone (June 1), Cherry (May 10), Cuming (May 1), Dawson 
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(May 1), Douglas (May 4), Franklin (May 15), Gage (May 12), Hall 
(May 6), Hamilton (May 13), Harlan (May 12), Keith (May 18), Keya 
Paha (May 2), Lincoln (May 29), Logan (May 6), Platte (May 30), Sa¬ 
line (May 8), Scotts Bluff (May 28), Thayer (Apr. 26), Webster (May 10). 
BALTIMORE ORIOLE, Adams (Apr. 30), Antelope (May 1), Boone 
(June), Cherry (May 12), Cuming (May 4), Dawson (May 4), Douglas 
(May 2), Franklin (June 1), Gage (Apr. 29), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton 
(May 6), Harlan (May 8), Keith (May 7), Keya Paha (May 2), Lincoln 
(May 5), Logan (Apr. 30), Platte (Apr. 28), Saline (May 3), Scotts 
Bluff (May 21), Thayer (Apr. 30), Webster (May 3). BULLOCK’S 
ORIOLE, Cherry (May 12), Dawes (May 19), Gage (May 25), Keith 

(May 15), Scotts Bluff (May 7), Thayer (May 8), Webster (May 19). 

RUSTY BLACKBIRD, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 6), Dawson 
(Jan. 14), Franklin (Jan. 16), Gage (Apr. 3), Hall (Jan. 2), Harlan 
(Apr. 2). BREWER’S BLACKBIRD, Adams (Mar. 6), Antelope (Apr. 
2), Cherry (May 13), Douglas (Jan. 8), Hamilton (Apr. 9), Keith 
(Apr. 17), Lincoln (Feb. 12), Logan (Apr. 14), Platte (Apr. 28), Scotts 
Bluff (May 1), Thayer (Apr. 3), Webster (Apr. 14). BRONZED 
GRACKLE, Adams (Jan. 30), Antelope (Mar. 22), Boone (Mar. 15), 
Boyd (Apr. 30), Cherry (Apr. 9), Dawes (Apr. 10), Dawson (Jan. 14), 

Douglas (Mar. 5), Gage (Mar. 10), Hall (Apr. 7), Hamilton (Jan. 10), 

Keith (Apr. 2), Keya Paha (Apr. 4), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Mar. 19), 
Platte (Mar. 16), Saline (Mar. 14), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 4), Thayer (Mar. 
13), Webster (Mar. 14). COWBIRD, Adams (Mar. 29), Antelope (Apr. 
8), Boone (Mar. 26), Boyd (Apr. 16) Cherry (May 3), Dawson (Apr. 28), 
Douglas (Apr. 10), Gage (Mar. 31), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (Apr. 19), 
Harlan (May 3), Keith (May 2), Keya Paha (May 9), Logan (May 10), 
Platte (Apr. 24), Saline (Apr. 3), Scotts Bluff (May 1), Thayer (May 
8), Webster (Mar. 26). 


TANAGERS 

WESTERN TANAGER, Keith (May 29), Scotts Bluff (May 8). SCAR¬ 
LET TANAGER, Boyd (Apr. 8), Cuming (May 11), Douglas (May 4), 
Keith (May 18), Keya Paha (June 14), Logan (May 24). SUMMER 
TANAGER, Douglas (May 30), Logan (May 17). 

GROSBEAKS, FINCHES, SPARROWS, and BUNTINGS 
CARDINAL, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 20), Boone (Jan. 1), Cherry 
(June 12), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage 
(Jan. 1), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Jan. 
1), Keya Paha (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 8), Platte (Jan. 
1), Saline (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Feb. 13). 
ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK, Adams (May 7), Boone (Apr. 30), 
Cuming (May 20), Dawson (May 13), Douglas (May 1), Franklin (May 15), 
Gage (Apr. 27), Hall (May 4), Hamilton (May 4), Harlan (May 7), Platte 
(May 7), Scotts Bluff (May 21), Thayer (May 3). ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
GROSBEAK, Adams (May 7), Hall (May 3), Hamilton (May 8), Keith 
(May 11), Logan (May 9), Scotts Bluff (June 23), Webster (May 9). 
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BLUE GROSBEAK, Adams (May 12), Antelope (May 17), Boyd (Mar. 

18) , Cherry (May 1), Dawson (June 16), Gage (June 15), Keith (May 23), 
Keya Paha (May 24), Logan (May 17), Scotts Bluff (June 23), Thayer 
(May 10), Webster (May 25). INDIGO BUNTING, Adams (May 10), 
Antelope (May 17), Cuming (May 16), Douglas (May 4), Franklin (June 
29), Gage (May 20), Hall (May 13), Hamilton (May 10), Keith (May 15), 
Platte (May 12), Thayer (May 8). LAZULI BUNTING, Cherry (May 
14), Dawes (May 25), Keith (May 15), Logan (May 7), Scotts Bluff (May 

7) . DICKCISSELL, Adams (May 7), Antelope (May 17), Boone (June 8), 
Boyd (June 22), Cherry (May 20), Cuming (May 12), Dawson (May 29), 
Douglas (May 3), Gage (May 1), Hall (May 21), Hamilton (May 20), Har¬ 
lan (May 19), Keith (May 24), Logan (May 21), Platte (May 11), Saline 
(May 8), Thayer (May 1), Webster (Apr. 30). PURPLE FINCH, Adams 
(Jan. 1), Scotts Bluff (May 19). COMMON HOUSE FINCH, Lincoln 
(Apr. 27), Scotts Bluff (Mar. 3). RED-POLL, Antelope (Jan. 9). PINE 
SISKIN, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 3), Boyd (May 7), Cherry (May 
14), Cuming (May 2), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin (Apr. 28), Hall (Mar. 

19) , Hamilton (Mar. 13), Keith (May 1), Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 

14) , Platte (Mar. 18), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 28), Webster (Mar. 4). GOLD¬ 
FINCH, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 3), Boone (May 10), Boyd (May 
12), Cherry (Feb. 7), Dawes (May 18), Dawson (Jan. 9), Douglas (Jan. 
1), Franklin (Feb. 12), Gage (Mar. 10), Hall (Mar. 12), 
Hamilton (Mar. 13), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Apr. 
29), Lincoln (Jan 10), Logan (Jan 6), Platte (Mar. 16), Saline (Jan. 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 28), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 

8) . WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL, Adams (May 1). GREEN-TAILED 
TOWHEE, Keith (May 3). RED-EYED TOWHEE, Antelope (Apr. 22), Daw¬ 
son (Apr. 15), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Mar. 10), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton 
(Apr. 28), Keya Paha (May 1), Platte (Apr. 13), Saline (Apr. 18), Thayer 
(Jan. 3). ARCTIC TOWHEE, Adams (Mar. 29), Antelope (Apr. 17), 
Cherry (Apr. 23), Cuming (Apr. 18), Hall (Apr. 30), Hamilton (May 1), 
Keith (Apr. 30), Lincoln (May 6), Logan (Apr. 23), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 
24), Thomas (Jan. 22), Webster (Apr. 23). LARK BUNTING, Boyd 
(June 23), Cherry (May 14), Dawes (Apr. 19), Dawson (May 13), Keith 
(May 3), Keya Paha (May 20), Lincoln (May 6), Logan (May 5), Scotts 
Bluff (May 7), Thayer (June 29), Webster (May 18). SAVANNAH 
SPARROW, Adams (May 2), Antelope (Apr. 17), Cherry (Apr. 15), Gage 
(Jan. 22), Hamilton (May 6), Keith (Apr. 21), Platte (May 3), Saline 
(Apr. 17), Thayer (Apr. 17), Webster (Apr. 8). GRASSHOPPER SPAR¬ 
ROW, Antelope (May 1), Cherry (Apr. 29), Dawson (Apr. 25), Gage 
(Apr. 24), Keith (May 9), Lincoln (Apr. 19), Logan (June 7), Platte 
(May 17), Webster (Apr. 22). BAIRD’S SPARROW, Antelope (Apr. 26), 
Logan (Apr. 26). LECONTE’S SPARROW, Antelope (Apr. 4). HEN- 
SLOW’S SPARROW, Keith (Apr. 22). VESPER SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 
3), Antelope (Apr. 14), Cherry (Apr. 18), Gage (Apr. 3), Hamilton (Apr. 

15) , Keith (Apr. 6), Lincoln (Apr. 18), Logan (Mar. 13), Scotts Bluff 
May 10), Thayer (Apr. 10), Webster (Apr. 9). LARK SPARROW, 
Adams (Apr. 26), Antelope (Apr. 24), Cherry (Apr. 9), Cuming (Apr. 27), 
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Dawes (May 28), Gage (May 8), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (Apr. 27), Har¬ 
lan (Apr. 30), Keith (May 1), Keya Paha (May 6), Lincoln (May 6), 
Logan (May 2), Platte (June 5), Saline (Apr. 24), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 29), 
Thayer (Apr. 22), Thomas (Apr. 26), Webster (Apr. 19). WHITE-WINGED 
JUNCO, Boone (Jan. 1), Keith (Jan. 13), Keya Paha (Apr. 4). SLATE- 
COLORED JUNCO, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 1), 
Boyd (Feb. 21), Cherry (Jan. 3), Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), 
Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 6), Hall (Mar. 12), Ham¬ 
ilton (Jan. 1), Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Mar. 14), 

Lincoln (Jan. 1), Logan (Jan. 16), Platte (Jan. 5), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts 
Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 4). 
MONTANA JUNCO, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Cherry (Jan. 1), 
Dawson (Jan. 1), Douglas (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 17), Hamilton (Jan. 1), 
Keith (Jan. 1), Lincoln (Jan. 15) Logan (Jan. 6), Scotts Bluff (Jan. 3), 
Thomas (Jan. 1). GRAY-HEADED JUNCO, Dawson (Jan. 31), Franklin 
(Jan. 1), Keith (Mar. 13). TREE SPARROW, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope 
(Jan. 1), Boone (Feb. 1), Cherry (Jan. 1), Dawson (Jan. 8), Douglas 
(Jan. 1), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 18), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton 
Jan. 4), Harlan (Jan. 9), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (Mar. 14), Lin¬ 
coln (Jan. 15), Logan (Jan. 4), Platte (Jan. 1), Saline (Jan. 1), Scotts 

Bluff (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 1). 
CHIPPING SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 26), Antelope (May 2), Cherry 
(May 4), Dawes (Jan. 29), Dawson (May 1), Douglas (Apr. 16), Gage 
(May 8), Hall (May 6), Hamilton (Apr. 28), Keith (Apr. 25), Keya Paha 
(Apr. 11), Lincoln (May 8), Logan (Apr. 30), Platte (May 1), Saline 
(Apr. 22), Scotts Bluff (Feb. 6), Thayer (Jan. 1), Thomas (Apr. 22), 
Webster (Apr. 28). CLAY-COLORED SPARROW, Adams (Feb. 20), An¬ 
telope (Apr. 26), Cherry (May 3), Cuming (May 4), Douglas (May 3), 
Gage (May 13), Hall (May 2), Hamilton (Apr. 28), Keith (May 1), Lin¬ 
coln (May 8), Logan (May 3), Platte (May 7), Saline (May 8), Scotts 
Bluff (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 30), Webster (Apr. 21). FIELD SPARROW, 
Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Apr. 4), Dawes (May 29), Dawson (Apr. 10), 
Douglas (Apr. 4), Gage (May 13), Hamilton (Apr. 28), Keith (May 8), 
Logan (Apr. 24), Platte (May 7), Thayer (Mar. 19), Webster (Apr. 22). 
HARRIS’S SPARROW, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 1), Boone (Jan. 
1), Cherry (Mar. 15), Dawson (Apr. 15), Douglas (Jan. 1), Franklin 
(Jan. 1), Gage (Jan. 18), Hall (Jan. 2), Hamilton (Jan. 4), Keith (Jan. 
1), Logan (Jan. 16), Platte (May 27), Saline (Jan. 1), Thayer (Jan. 1), 
Webster (Jan. 16). WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, Adams (Jan. 30), 
Antelope, (Apr. 22), Boone (May 6), Cherry (Mar. 19), Cuming (May 1), 
Dawson (Apr. 15), Douglas (Apr. 27), Franklin (Jan. 1), Gage (Mar. 10), 
Hall (Apr. 27), Hamilton (May 4), Harlan (Apr. 30), Keith (Jan. 29), 
Keya Paha (Apr. 22), Lincoln (Apr. 20), Logan (Apr. 10) Platte (May 16), 
Thayer (Apr. 26), Thomas (Apr. 21), Webster (Apr. 10). GAMBEL’S 
SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 27), Dawes (May 6), Gage (Mar. 8), Scotts Bluff 
(Jan. 3). WHITE-THROATED SPARROW, Adams (Apr. 7), Boone (May 6), 
Cuming (Apr. 24), Douglas (Apr. 24), Hamilton (May 6), Platte (May 16), 
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Saline (May 8), Scotts Bluff (Apr. 17). FOX SPARROW, Douglas (Apr. 2), 
Gage (May 15), Thayer (Jan. 1). LINCOLN’S SPARROW, Adams (May 2), 
Cherry (May 1), Douglas (May 3), Hall (May 3), Hamilton (May 8), 
Keith (Apr. 15), Logan (May 7), Thayer (Apr. 3), Webster (Apr. 27). 
SWAMP SPARROW, Douglas (Jan. 1), Logan (May 18). SONG SPAR¬ 
ROW, Adams (Jan. 1), Antelope (Jan. 4), Boone (Apr. 23), Cherry (Mar. 
15), Cuming (Feb. 26), Dawson (Jan. 16), Douglas (Jan. 8), Gage (Feb. 
20), Hall (Mar. 19), Hamilton (.May 18), Keith (Jan. 1), Keya Paha (May 
20), Lincoln (Jan. 16), Logan (Mar. 13), Platte (Apr. 7), Saline (Jan. 1), 
Scotts Bluff (Jan. 28), Thayer (Jan. 2), Thomas (Jan. 1), Webster (Jan. 16), 
LAPLAND LONGSPUR, Adams (Jan. 2), Boone (Jan. 27), Cherry (Jan. 1), 
Hamilton (Jan. 4), Keith (Feb. 18), Lincoln (Feb. 12), Logan (Jan. 6), 
Webster (Jan. 1). CHESTNUT-COLLARD LONGSPUR, Hamilton (Jan. 4), 
Keith (Apr. 25), Logan (Apr. 28). EASTERN SNOW BUNTING, Adams 
(Mar. 17). 


Lancaster County (No. 25), the vicinity of Lincoln, was reported by Dr. 
and Mrs. H. E. Baumgarten, C. G. Pritchard, and Don Williams, 154 species 
are listed. Eared Grebe (May 20), Pied-billed Grebe (Apr. 7); Great Blue 
Heron (Apr. 14), Green Heron (Apr. 24); Canada Goose (Mar. 10), White- 
fronted Goose (Mar. 11), Lesser Snow Goose (Mar. 11), Blue Goose (Mar. 
12), Mallard (Jan. 2), Pintail (Mar. 6), Green-winged Teal (Mar. 11), Blue¬ 
winged Teal (Apr. 7), Gadwall (Mar. 11), Baldpate (Mar. 9), Shoveller 
(Mar. 12), Redhead (Mar. 11), Ring-necked Duck (Mar. 12), Canvas-back 
(Mar. 12), Lesser Scaup (Mar. 11), American Golden-eye (Mar. 24), Buf- 
fle-head (Mar. 13), Ruddy Duck (Mar. 13), American Merganser (Apr. 2); 
Sharp-shinned Hawk (Mar. 27), Red-tailed Hawk (Jan. 2), Harlan’s Hawk 
(Jan. 15), Swainson’s Hawk (Apr. 24), American Rough-legged Hawk 
(Jan. 15), Marsh Hawk (Jan. 2), Duck Hawk (Jan. 2), Sparrow Hawk 
(Jan. 2); Bob-white (May 20), Pheasant (Jan. 2); Sora (May 1), Coot 
(Apr. 3); Semipalmated Plover (May 3), Killdeer (Mar. 8), American 
Golden Plover (Apr. 17), Wilson’s Snipe (Apr. 9), Spotted Sandpiper (May 
5), Willet (May 8), Greater Yellow-legs (Apr. 8), Lesser Yellow-legs (Apr. 
7), Pectoral Sandpiper (Apr. 7), White-rumped Sandpiper (May 9), Baird’s 
Sandpiper (Apr. 7), Least Sandpiper (Apr. 24), Dowitcher (Apr. 21), 
Stilt Sandpiper (Apr. 21), Semipalmated Sandpiper (Apr. 17), Hudsonian 
Godwit (Apr. 19), Avocet (Apr. 14), Wilson’s Phalarope (Apr. 24), Ring¬ 
billed Gull (Mar. 13), Franklin’s Gull (Apr. 24), Forster’s Tern (Apr. 24), 
Black Tern (May 20); Mourning Dove (Jan. 2), Yellow-billed Cuckoo (May 
9), Black-billed Cuckoo (May 3); Horned Owl (Jan. 2), Long-eared Owl 
(Jan. 2), Short-eared Owl (Mar. 12); Nighthawk (May 9); Chimney 
Swift (Apr. 19), Kingfisher (Apr. 7); Northern Flicker (Jan. 2), Red- 
shafted Flicker (Jan. 2), Western Red-bellied Woodpecker (Jan. 2), Red¬ 
headed Woodpecker (May 1), Hairy Woodpecker (Jan. 2), Downy Wood¬ 
pecker (Jan. 1); Eastern Kingbird (Apr. 22), Western Kingbird (May 1), 
Crested Flycatcher (May 3), Phoebe (Mar. 31), Eastern Wood Pewee 
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(May 20); Horned Lark (Jan. 1); Bank Swallow (May 8), Rough-winged 
Swallow (Mar. 30), Barn Swallow (Apr. 24), Purple Martin (Apr. 9); 
Blue Jay (Jan. 2), Crow (Jan. 1); Chickadee (Jan. 1), Tufted Titmouse 
(Jan. 2); White-breasted Nuthatch (Jan. 1), Red-breasted Nuthatch 
(Jan. 2); Brown Creeper (Jan. 1); House Wren (Apr. 21), Carolina 
Wren (Jan. 9); Catbird (May 8), Brown Thrasher (Apr. 21); Robin (Jan. 
1), Wood Thrush (May 1), Olive-backed Thrush (May 8), Gray-cheeked 
Thrush (May 8), Eastern Bluebird (Jan. 2), Townsend’s Solitaire (Jan. 2); 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (May 1), Golden-crowned Kinglet (Jan. 2); Cedar 
Waxwing (Jan. 2) ; Loggerhead Shrike (Jan. 2) ; Starling (Jan. 1) ; Bell’s 
Vireo (May 3), Red-eyed Vireo (May 3), Warbling Vireo (Apr. 23); Black 
and White Warbler (May 20), Tennessee Warbler (May 3), Orange- 
crowned Warbler (May 1), Yellow Warbler (Apr. 22), Magnolia Warbler 
(May 20), Myrtle Warbler (Apr. 24), Chestnut-sided Warbler (May 15), 
Black-poll Warbler (May 20), Northern Pine Warbler (Apr. 24), Ovenbird 
(May 15), Yellow-throat (Apr. 29), Wilson’s Warbler (May 20), Canada 
Warbler (May 20), American Redstart (May 20); English Sparrow (Jan. 
1) ; Eastern Meadowlark (Feb. 22), Western Meadowlark (Jan. 2), Yellow¬ 
headed Blackbird (Apr. 21), Red-wing (Jan. 2), Orchard Oriole (May 1), 
Baltimore Oriole (Apr. 26), Brewer’s Blackbird (Jan. 2), Bronzed Grackle 
(Mar. 9), Cowbird (Mar. 9); Cardinal (Jan. 1), Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
(May 1), Blue Grosbeak (May 11), Indigo Bunting (May 1), Dickcissel 
(May 3), Purple Finch (Jan. 2), Pine Siskin (Jan. 1), Goldfinch (Jan. 1), 
Red-eyed Towhee (Apr. 9), Arctic Towhee (Jan. 2), Savannah Sparrow 
(Apr. 7), Grasshopper Sparrow (May 3), Vesper Sparrow (Apr. 24), 
Lark Sparrow (Apr. 24), Slate-colored Junco (Jan. 1), Tree Sparrow 
(Jan. 1), Chipping Sparrow (Apr. 17), Clay-colored Sparrow (Apr. 24), 
Harris’s Sparrow (Jan. 1), White-crowned Sparrow (Apr. 9), White- 
throated Sparrow (Apr. 17), Fox Sparrow (Mar. 31), Lincoln’s Sparrow 
(Apr. 24), Song Sparrow (Jan. 1). 


Spring Field Day 1955 

The editor apologizes for overlooking the Lincoln, Lancaster County, 
Spring Field Day list. C. G. Pritchard was the reporter, the day was May 
8, and 16 persons participated. Total species, 116, and total numbers were 
estimated at 1986. The number in parenthesis is the number of each species 
counted: Pied-billed Grebe (4), Eastern Green Heron (4), Blue-winged Teal 
(55), Baldpate (12), Shoveller (15), Lesser Scaup (1), Red-tailed Hawk (1), 
Swainson’s Hawk (3), American Rough-leg (3), Marsh Hawk (2), Sparrow 
Hawk (2), Pheasant (7), Sora (1), Coot (21), Semipalmated Plover (3), 
Killdeer (13), Black-bellied Plover (1), Wilson’s Snipe (1), Upland Plover 
(2), Spotted Sandpiper (9), Solitary Sandpiper (1), Willet (2), Greater 
Yellow-legs (6), Lesser Yellow-legs (32), Pectoral Sandpiper (21), White- 
rumped Sandpiper (2), Baird’s Sandpiper (25), Least Sandpiper (11), 
Dowitcher (33), Stilt Sandpiper (27), Semipalmated Sandpiper (5), Marbled 
Godwit (2), Hudsonian Godwit (2), Black-necked Stilt (1), Wilson’s Phal- 
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arope (213), Northern Phalarope (1), Herring Gull (30), Ring-billed Gull 
(3), Franklin’s Gull (213), Forster’s Tern (5), Black Tern (1), Mourning 
Dove (53), Yellow-billed Cuckoo (1), Chimney Swift (many), Kingfisher (5), 
Flicker (17), Western Red-bellied Woodpecker (2), Red-headed Woodpecker 
(60), Hairy Woodpecker (8), Downy Woodpecker (9), Eastern Kingbird (26), 
Western Kingbird (9), Crested Flycatcher (2), Phoebe (5), Horned Lark (3), 
Bank Swallow (3), Rough-winged Swallow (32), Barn Swallow (37), Purple 
Martin (11), Blue Jay (53), Crow (29), Chickadee (46), White-breasted 
Nuthatch (3), House Wren (many), Catbird (12), Brown Thrasher (33), 
Robin (many), Wood Thrush (5), Olive-backed Thrush (many), Gray¬ 
cheeked Thrush (7), Eastern Bluebird (2), Cedar Waxwing (8), Logger- 
head Shrike (12), Starling (31), Bell’s Vireo (4), Red-eyed Vireo (4), 
Warbling Vireo (4), Tennessee Warbler (5), Nashville Warbler (1), Yellow 
Warbler (22), Myrtle Warbler (1), Black-poll Warbler (5), Grinnell’s 
Water-thrush (1), Yellow-throat (many), English Sparrow (many), Bob¬ 
olink (6), Eastern Meadowlark (86), Western Meadowlark (52), Yellow¬ 
headed Blackbird (150), Red-wing (many), Orchard Oriole (29), Baltimore 
Oriole (33), Rusty Blackbird (1), Brewer’s Blackbird (1), Bronzed Grackle 
(many), Cowbird (86), Scarlet Tanager (1), Cardinal (35), Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak (9), Dickcissel (41), Goldfinch (many), Red-eyed Towhee (3), 
Savannah Sparrow (1), Grasshopper Sparrow (3), Lark Sparrow (3), Chip¬ 
ping Sparrow (many), Clay-colored Sparrow (many), Field Sparrow (3), 
Harris’s Sparrow (32), White-crowned Sparrow (10), White-throated Spar 
row (1), Song Sparrow (1). 


Why? 

Relative To Bird Behavior And Color 

Why does a Robin give a high pitched squeak while it is standing rigidly 
still? Or why do English Sparrows gatner in small noisy clusters? Have you 
wondered about the significance of the Flicker’s “mustache?” There are those 
who believe that every action and every mark on a bird have functions. And 
there is considerable evidence to back up such a belief. Have you watched 
a flock of Juncos or Tree Sparrows in the winter? If so, you may have 
noticed that no bird comes too close to another without rousing a particular 
response—and it is inevitable. In Tree Sparrows the one being crowded will 
lower its head, gape widely, and rush at the intruder. If this does not scare 
the second one away, it will raise its wings high over its back, and spread 
the tail in addition to the gape. 

As for the squeak of the Robin, Jackson (Auk 1952) reported that a 
hawk is somewhere near and not only are other Robins made aware of it 
through this squeak, but other birds—even chickens. If you watch the small 
cluster of English Sparrows, you will find there is a female in the center of 
a group of males. The whole action is over in 20 to 60 seconds. 

The “mustache” of a Flicker is for sex recognition according to a now 
famous experiment. Noble (Auk 1936) caught the female of a pair of 
Flickers after they had started making preparations for nesting. He glued 
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black feathers on her cheeks and turned her loose. She went back to the 
nest as usual, but the male—her own mate—attacked her repeatedly as he 
would an intruding male. Finally she took refuge in a culvert where she was 
caught and the black feathers were removed. When she returned to the nest 
this time, she was accepted' by the male. 

Watch ducks. Mallards are usually the most accessible since they are 
found as semi-tame ducks in almost any park pond. It is the female who 
“chooses” the male; and he must, in some way, be identified as a male of her 
species. He goes through a set of motions according to Lorenz* who set 
forth the following order: 

1. “Drinking”—the bill is dipped in the water. 

2. “Mock-preening”—the bill is placed behind the slightly raised 
wing, then over the underside of the quills. This causes a sound 
that can be heard several yards. 

3. “Preliminary Head Shake”—the head is drawn dowm.so that 
the white ring of the neck is covered up. The head feathers are 
raised. Then, suddenly, the head is thrust forward and shaken. 
He does this several times. 

4. “Grunt-whistle”—the bill is dipped in the water then raised in 
an arc as the body is lifted from the surface. When the neck is 
bent, the bird gives a sharp whistle which is followed by a grunt. 

5. “Head-up-tail-up”—again the bird whistles, and pulls the chin 
in. The head is thrust upward and backward. Rump feathers 
are ruffled and the wings are raised, thus revealing the curly 
feathers. Then the bird sinks to normal level in the water, 
head pointed to a particular female. 

6. “Down-up movement”—the bill is dipped in the water, then the 
head is jerked up and the bird whistles, followed by his “reb-reb” 
call. (It’s the female that quacks.) 

These steps are pre-copulatory and if copulation takes place, there are 
two more: “Bridling”—he swims with the head drawn back; and “Nod-swim.” 

A Mallard indicates that he is going to fly off the water (that is, if he 
isn’t suddenly frightened) by thrusting his head up and down with an accent 
on the up-thrust. Why? Maybe it is to excite others to go at the same time. 

Why does a bird sing? Some people say that it is because it is happy. 
Lack observes that if this is so, the English Robin hen is happy only 
in the autumn, and the cock is happier before getting a mate than after, and 
happiest when he is fighting! 

Most bird students know that birds sing to advertise the fact that 
they “own” a certain territory, and all other birds of the same species are 
to stay off. Lack learned that an English Robin kept in a cage will keep a 
territory cleared of Robins by its singing alone. Why do the birds sing 
instead of fighting? Fighting injures and sometimes kills the fighters, so 
through the law of Natural Selection, those that keep a territory without 
fighting increase in numbers. 


* 1951. Comparative Studies on the Behavior of the Anatinae; Avicultural Magazine, 
57:157-182. 




86 


Nebraska Bird Review 


What if the other bird doesn’t leave as a result of the singing”? The owner 
of the territory “threatens” the other. He may do it in various ways, but 
most commonly, he makes himself as* large as possible by puffing out his 
feathers, and by showing any bright or conspicuous color. Again, the English 
Robin faces his enemy so that the redness of the breast is in full view. If 
this does not work, a real combat ensues. They may even fight to the death, 
but this is very uncommon. Lack found that the owner of a territory will fight 
even a tuft of red feathers, but will pay no attention to brown ones—the 
color of the young. 

Why will the female stay in the male’s territory at the time of pair 
formation? Nice found that in Song Sparrows, the female flies a short dis¬ 
tance—doesn’t return the threat, but doesn’t actually leave the territory. 
Finally the male accepts her as part of his territory. 

Where do the birds come from when the owner of a territory is killed? 
In one area, nine Indigo Bunting males were shot in succession, and each 
time his place was taken by another within 24 hours. The tenth was left to 
help rear the family that the first had helped to establish. Hensley (Auk 1951) 
reported that in a spruce-fir forest in Maine 455 birds, mostly males, were 
collected where only 148 held territories in the beginning. Where did they 
come from? 

Learning the names of birds is only the beginning—though a big begin¬ 
ning—in learning about birds. If we want to enrich our interest in birds (and 
other animals), and enrich the amount of knowledge concerning them, let’s 
investigate the WHY of their behavior and color.—Doris Gates. 

General Notes 

NOTES FROM ANTELOPE COUNTY.—We saw a Snowy Plover the 
morning of May 8, 1955, on the shore of Tousgard’s Lake which is about 12 
miles northeast of Neligh. It fed along the sandy shore where we watched it 
for at least half an hour coming as close as 35 or 40 feet. All field marks were 
clearly observed. 

We sighted a pair of Wood Ducks on the Elkhorn River March 24, 1955. We 
were one mile east of Oakdale and a little north. They were observed with a 
30-power telescope and we clearly identified both sexes. In our six years of 
bird study, this is our first observation of Wood Ducks.— Mrs. Lloyd S. Sea~ 
bury, Plainview, Nebraska. 

NOTES FROM AURORA.—About 4:30 P.M. on May 4th, 1955, as my hus¬ 
band and I were fishing in a large sand pit north of Aurora we saw three 
Water Turkeys. They flew in from the east and were quite low. They circled 
over our heads for some time, alternately flapping and soaring, seeming to go 
higher as they circled. They were all glossy black males. Their long fan-like 
turkey-tails and long snake-like necks made it impossible to mistake their 
identity or confuse them with cormorants. As they came in, their bright orange 
sacs were clearly visible. 

Last winter we had a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker at our feeders from 
early December, 1953, until the first week in February, 1954. This bird’s right 
leg was broken and it dangled uselessly. After the bird discovered our feeders, 
it never left the neighborhood and stayed most of the time within a few feet 
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of our suet pole. Every time we went near to replenish the feeders, it would 
scold in its cat-like voice. It managed to cling to the pole and the tree trunks 
quite well with its one good foot; however it was forced to half fly as it 
moved on the pole or tree trunk. The bird was quite belligerent and fearless 
and refused to be moved from its feeding spot by anything smaller than the 
Red-shafted Flicker which also haunted our feeders. 

Two years ago we had both a male and a female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 
at our feeders. We first spotted them on November 7th, 1952, when we were 
attracted by their unusual drumming. These two birds did not start visiting 
our feeders until in December. They fed regularly at any feeder containing 
suet and did not hesitate to come to our window feeders when we were near. 
These birds also left us in the first week in February, 1953.— Mrs. Kermit S . 
Swanson, Aurora, Nebraska. 


Book Reviews 

PRACTICAL TAXIDERMY. John W. Moyer. The Ronald Press Company, 
15 East 26th Street, New York 10, N. Y., 1953: vii 126 pp. $3.00. 

As the title indicates this is a practical working guide to the preparation of 
mounts of birds, mammals, fish, and reptiles. The procedures suggested by 
the author are clearly and carefully described and, for the most part, are 
sufficiently detailed to permit the beginner to achieve a reasonable degree of 
success; but it must be recognized that in taxidermy, as in any other art or 
craft, skill is acquired only through practice. For those persons who are willing 
to accept probable initial failures, this book appears to be as good a working 
guide as any currently available. (For the preparation of study specimens 
of bird skins this reviewer prefers the somewhat more detailed discussion in 
R. Anderson’s “Preparation of Vertebrate Animals for Scientific Purposes,” 
published by the National Museum of Canada, Ottawa [$0.50].)—HEB 

AMERICAN BIRD SONGS, Volume I, Cornell University Press, 124 Roberts 
Place, Ithaca, New York. 12 inch 33 % R.P.M., 1955. $7.75. 

This disk, which is a new release of the original 1942 American Bird Songs, 
vol. I, has 60 calls identified by Dr. Arthur A. Allen. Since the issue of the 
first edition many improvements in recording techniques have taken place 
with the result that this record is even finer than the original 78 r.p.m. album. 

If you are interested in owning a good record of bird songs, this is the record 
for you. Professors Allen and Kellogg have here the best bird song record yet 
produced in this country. WFR. 

STRAY FEATHERS FROM A BIRD MAN’S DESK. Austin L. Rand. 
Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, N. Y., 1955: 224 pp. $3.75. 

This book is a collection of short sketches on various facts about birds. As 
the author explains in his introduction most of this information has been 
gathered over the course of many years while doing formal research and was 
filed away for future use. These facts about birds will prove interesting to 
anyone interested in birds. It is also the type that can be read for five or ten 
minutes and then put down to be continued later.—WFR. 
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